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PBEFACE. 



Upon the general law of Libel several important and valuable 
works have been written. Of these, the treatises by Messrs. 
Starkie, Folkard, and Blake Odgers deserve particular mention. 
The object of this book is not to add another to the list of 
those already written on the law relating to libels generally, but 
to point out how the law has been modified for the protection 
of persons engaged in the publication of newspapers, by the 
Newspaper Libel and Registration Act of 1881. 

Few Acts of Parliament are so clear and explicit as not to 
need a commentary of some kind, and a knowledge of the law 
as it existed prior to the passing of any particular Act must 
obviously facilitate the interpretation of the same. 

The author has written this work, therefore, with the desire 
to provide persons who have made no previous study of the 
subject, with a short and simple handbook which will afford an 
elementary knowledge of the general principles of the law, and 
explain in detail the provisions of the above-mentioned statute. 
He trusts that as illustrating the law of newspaper libel his 
book may be found useful by the profession, the press, and the 
public. 

The author desires most gratefully to acknowledge the kind 
assistance he has received from his learned friend, Mr. Edwin 
Layman, of the Middle Temple and South-Eastern Circuit. 

G. E. 

5, Essex Court, Thb Timplk, 
May, 1884. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 



*» 



PAGE 

Table of Cases Cited iz 

Table of Statutes Cited xiii 



Introductory Chapter: 

General remarks upon the law of libel , 1 

The Law of Newspaper Libel Prior to the Act of 1881 : 

The reports of proceedings in Courts of Justice • . • * . 14 
The reports of proceedings in the Houses of Parliament • • .19 

The reports of proceedings at public meetings 26 

Evidence for the defendant in mitigation of damages .... 29 

The general rules of comment and criticism 80 

Evidence in justification of the libel 85 

The liability of the principal for the act of the agent . • . . 48 

Persons aiding or abetting the publication of defamatory matter . . 52 

The Newspaper Libel and Registration Act, 1881 : 

Section 1.— Interpretation Clauses 56 

,, 2. — Reports of Public Meetings within the Act ... 58 

„ 8. — The fiat of the Director of Public Prosecutions . . . 70 

,, 4. — Evidence in justification of the libel 78 

„ 5. — Provisions as to summary conviction for libel . . . 76 

„ 6. — The Vexatious Indictments Act 79 

Sections 7 — 16 — Registration of Proprietors 81 

„ 17— 20.— Definitions, &c 92 

Appendix : 

Schedules 96 

Statutes 97 



INDEX 115 



TABLE OF CASES CITED. 



A. 

Abingdon, R. v. . 
Adams v. Kelly 

— Whiteley v. 
Almon, R. v. . ... 
Andrews v. Chapman . 
Anglo-Egyptian Cotton & Oil Co,, 

Lawless v. 64, 65 



PAGE 

. 21 

. . 53 

4 

. 44, 52 

. 18 



B. 

Berdan v. Greenwood 
Bishop v. Latimer . 
Bostock, Dibdin v. 
Bradshaw, Hawkesley v. 
Brannan, Steele v. 
Bream, Day v. 
Bromage v. Prosser 
Brook v, Evans 
Burdett, R. v. 
Bush, Harrison v. . 



Campbell t>. Spottiswoode 
Carden, R. v. . 
Carlile M., R, v. . 
Carr v. Hood ... 
. — v. Jones 
Chapman, Andrews v. 
Clark v. Molyneuz 



29 
18 
34 
29 
68 
53 
66 
17 
36 
4 



. 33 
. 39, 42 

. 18 
. 31, 38 

. 15 
. . 18 

. 67 



PAGfl 

. . 17 
43, 49 
53 
27 
21 
15 
64 



Clement, Reg. v. 
Colburn v. Patmore 
Cooper, Reg. u 
Cox v. Feeney 
Creevey, R. v, . 
Currie v. Walter . 
Cutbush, Davis v. , 



D. 

Davis v, Cutbush . 
Davison v. Duncan . 
Day v. Bream 
Dibdin v. Bostock . 
Dixon v. Enoch . 
Dodd, R. v. 
Duffy, R. v. 
Duncan, Davison v. 
— v. Thwaites 



E. 



Ellissen, Ex par U . . 38, 40, 42 

Enoch, Dixon v. 90 

Evans, Brook v 17 



• • 



. 64 
27, 28 
. 53 
. 34 
. 90 
52 
. 43 
27, 28 
. 15 



F. 



Feekin v. Herbert 
Feeney, Cox v. 



17 
27 



TABLE OF CASES CITED. 



Fisher, R. v. 

Francis, Strauss v. . 



P. 

Gathercole v, Miall 
Greening, Harding v. 
Gutch, R. v. 



H. 

Hales, Usill v. 
Hansard, Stockdaie v. 
Harding v. Greening 
Harrison v. Bush 

— Henwood v. . 
Hawkesley v. Brad&haw 
Henwood v. Harrison . 
Herbert, Feekin v. . 
Hibbins v. Lee • 
Hoare v. Silverlock . 
Holbrook, Reg. tr. 
Hood, Carr v. . , 
Hurter, Ex parte . 



J. 



Johnstone, Risk Allah Bey v. 
Jones, Carr v. . 
Jones v. Madae . 



PAGE 
15 

33 



. 34 

. 52 

44, 49 



15, H 

20, 21, 28 

. 52 

. 4 

. 28 

. 29 

. 28 

. 17 

. 1« 

. 15 

45, 52 

-31, 38 

. 71 



15 
29 



K. 



Kelly, Adams v. . 



. 53 



Labmichere, -Reg. v: 



. n 



PAGE 

Lafone v. Smith . . . . 69 
Latimer, Bishop v. . . .18 
Lawless v. Anglo-Egyptian Cotton 

& Oil Co 64, 65 

Lee, Jlibbinsjy, . . . .18 

— jB» y* • • • 15 

Levy, Lewis v 15 

Lewis v. Levy . . . • . 15 

Licensed Victuallers, Street v, , 65 

Lloyds, Milissich v 27 



M. 

Mackie, Jones v. . . . • 

McGregor v. Thwaites ■<. . . 
Merryweather v. Nixan 

Miall, Gathercole v 

Milissich v. Lloyds . • • 

Molyneux, Clarke v. 

Mortimer, Odger v, , . . , 



Nixan, Merryweather v. 
Mokes, Styles v, 
Kutt, R. v. . 



15 
62 
84 
27 
67 
34 



. 62 
. 15 
. 52 



0. 



Odger v. Mortimer . 



P. 

Farkes v. Prescott 
Parsons tv Surgey . 
Patmore, Colburn v. 
Pickburn, Popham v. 
Popham v. Pickburn 
Prescott, Parkes u . 



34 



. 53 
. 64 

43, 49 
. 28 
. $8 
. 53 



TABLE OF CASES CITED. 



xi 



Prosser, Bromage v. 
Purcer v. Sowler 



R. 

R. v. Abingdon . 

— v. Almon 

— v. Burdett 

— v. Carlile, Mary . 

— v. Clement 



PAGE 

. 66 
* 28, 63 



. 21 
. 44, 52 

. 36 
. . 18 

. 17 



— v. Creevey 21 



— v, Dodd . 

— v. Duffy . 

— v. Fisher . 

— v. Gutch . . i. 

— V* 1j66 • • • 

— v. Nutt 

— v. Shipley 

— v, Townsend 

— v. Walter . * 

— v. Wright . 
Regina v. Carden . 

— v. Cooper . 

— v. Holbrook 

— v. Labouchere 

— v. Yates . 
Risk Allah Bey v. Johnstone 



S. 



Sampson, Stevens v. . . 18, 66 
Shipley, & v. . . ... 10 

Silverlock, Hoare v. . . .15 

Smith, Lafone v. . . . 69 

Sowler, Purcell v. . . 28, 63 
Spottiswoode, Campbell v. . . 33 



. 52 
. . 43 

. 15 
. 44, 49 

. 15 

. : 52 

. 10 

. 38, 42 

43, 48, 49 

14, 21, 24 

39, 42 

. . 53 

45, 52 

. . 71 

. 71 

. 69 



Steele v. Brannan 
Stevens v. Sampson . 
Stoekdale v. Hansard . 
Strauss v. Francis . 
Street v. Licensed Victuallers 
Styles v. Nokes . . . 
Sullivan, Turner v, 
Surgey, Parsons v. 



PAOB 

. 68 

. 18, 66 

. 20, 21, 23 

. . 33 

. 65 

. 15 



16 
64 



Tabart t>. Tipper 
Thwaites, Duncan v. . 

— McGregor v. . 
Tipper, Tabart v. . 
Townsend, R v. 
Turner v. Sullivan 



4 « 



31 

15 

15 

. 31 

. 38, 42 

. 16 



U. 



Usill v. Hales . 



• 15,17 



W. 



Walter, Currie v. . . . 15 



— R. v. 

— Wason v, 
Wason v. Walter . 
Whiteley v. Adams . 
Wright, R. v. . 



43, 48, 49 

16, 21, 26, 34 

16, 21, 26, 34 

. . 4 

. 14, 21, 24 



Yates, Reg. v. 



. 71 



TABLE OF STATUTES CITED. 



PAGE 

10 Anne, 19 85 

32 Geo. III. c. 60 11 

38 Geo, III. c. 78 86 

39 Geo. III. c. 79 . . . 88 

51 Geo. III. c. 65 88 

60 Geo. III. c. 8 98 

60 Geo. III. c. 9 87 

11 Geo. IV. & 1 Will. IV. c. 73 87 

6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 76 86, 90 

2 & 3 Vict. c. 12 90 

3 & 4 Vict. c. 9 . 19 

6 & 7 Vict. c. 96 . . . 7, 29, 36, 39, 41> 43, 44 

8 & 9 Vict. c. 75 106 

9 & 10 Vict. c. 33 91 

11 & 12 Vict. c. 12 108 

11 & 12 Vict. c. 43 76 

14 & 15 Vict. c. 93 92 

15 & 16 Vict. c. 76 110 

18&19 Vict. c. 27 87 

20 & 21 Vict. c. 83 ... 110 

22 & 23 Vict. c. 17 79 

25 & 26 Vict. c. 89 93 

32 & 33 Vict. c. 24 87 

33 & 34 Vict. c. 99 88 

42 & 43 Vict. c. 49 76, 77, 85, 93 

44 & 45 Vict. c. 60 8, 13, 27, 35, 56 

y Those statutes marked with the asterisk will be found in the Appendix. 



THE 



LAW OF NEWSPAPER LIBEL. 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

As this little work on the Law of Newspaper Libel is 
intended chiefly for the use of persons connected with the 
press, either as newspaper proprietors, publishers or editors, 
although the author trusts it may be of some use also to 
his professional brethren, a slight sketch of the law of 
libel, and of some of the principal changes that have 
taken place therein, may be fitly placed before the reader. 

A libel may be defined as the malicious publication of Definition of 

libel 

untrue defamatory matter by writing, printing, or the like 
signs, without just cause or excuse. 

Whether the words are, or msttter is, defamatory, is a innuendo, 
question of fact for a jury to determine in each case. 
Either the words or matter published are defamatory in 
their ordinary signification or they are not ; if they are 
not defamatory in their ordinary signification, then they 
can only be so by having another and a defamatory 
meaning ascribed to them. This is done by alleging in 
the indictment or in the statement of claim that the 
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language is frequently left to the jury for the purpose of 
depriving a newspaper writer of the privilege claimed. 
Privilege. The occasions of privilege have been multiplied by various 

decisions during the last twenty or thirty years, and the 
Newspaper Libel Act of 1881 adds to their number. The 
definition given of a privileged communication in the case 
of Harrison v. Bush (a), may be here quoted: "A com- 
munication made bond fide upon any subject-matter in 
which the party communicating has an interest, or in 
reference to which he has a duty, is privileged if made to 
a person having a corresponding interest or duty, although 
it contains criminatory matter, which, without the privilege, 
would be slanderous and actionable ; and this though the 
duty is not a legal one, but only a moral or a social duty 
of imperfect obligation." 

This definition, if carefully applied, will in most cases in 
ordinary life, guide a person in determining whether the 
occasion is privileged or not. If the occasion is privileged 
the burden of showing that the publication was malicious, 
or without good faith, is cast upon the prosecutor or 
the plaintiff. Whether the occasion is privileged or not 
is a question of law for the judge ; if the judge decides 
that the occasion is privileged it will be for the jury to say 
whether the communication was made maliciously or in 
mala fides if there be evidence thereof fit to be left to 
them. Some of the occasions which have been held 
privileged will appear subsequently. 

(a) Harrison v. Bush, 5 E. & B. 344 ; 1 Jur. N. S. 846 ; 25 L. J. Q. B. 
25 ; and see also Whiteley v. Adams, 15 C. B. N. S. 392 ; 10 Jur. N. S. 
470 ; 33 L. J. C. P. 89 ; 12 W. R. 153 ; 9 L. T. N. S. 483. 
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In an action for libel there is another answer or defence Civil pro- 
ceedings, 
to which attention must be paid, namely, the truth of the rp^ of 

defamatory matter. Here again, whether there is any JjjJjJJJf 011 
evidence to be left to the jury of the truth of the defama- 
tory matter is for the judge ; if there be any evidence it 
will be for the jury to determine whether the defamatory 
matter complained of is substantially true. In order to 
afford a defence, the truth must be established of all the 
accusations if the defamatory matter contains more than 
one. If, therefore, all the accusations be true with the 
exception of one, if there be no other defenoe than that 
of the truth, a verdict must be found for the plaintiff. 
The fact that more or less of the defamatoiy matter is true 
may be considered by the jury in assessing damages. If 
the jury should be of opinion that all the accusations are 

substantially true, they would be justified in finding for 

« 

the defendant, although some word or phrase might be 
more or less inaccurate. 

Persons who are writing or commenting on the conduct incommenth*g 
of individuals should be careful to confine themselves to a terms to be 
statement of the exact conduct of which they complain, av01 
and avoid using general phrases as descriptive thereof, 
because whilst it may be easy to show that the exact 
conduct described has been followed, it is sometimes very 
difficult to justify the use of the general appellation that 
has been employed ; thus, if a person has hastily and 
without proper inquiry presented a petition for the pur- 
pose of winding up a public company, perhaps even with 
the intent to put an end to its existence improperly, a 
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journalist or other writer might state the course pursued and 
comment fairly thereon. But if the writer should speak 
of the person who had so acted as " a wrecker of public 
companies/' the writer could scarcely make out the truth 
of that allegation by proving that he had attempted to 
destroy one. If, however, it could be shown that he was 
taking or contemplating proceedings against other public 
companies, then if the jury were satisfied these attempts 
were also made without just grounds, they might fairly 
come to the conclusion his conduct deserved the general 
description that had been applied to it. 
Criminal Thus far we have dealt with a libel as justifying pro- 

ceedings by way of action, and the general rules which we 
have stated as applicable to an action are for the most part 
applicable to criminal proceedings. There is, however, 
one important point in which criminal proceedings for 
libel differ from proceedings by way of action. The truth of 
the defamatory matter affords no answer unless the state- 
ment of the truth be combined with an allegation, that it 
was for the public good that it should be made known, and 
the jury find the affirmative of both propositions. At 
Common Law the truth of the libel when proceedings 
were taken by way of indictment afforded no answer. A 
libel was regarded as a crime because of its tendency to 
lead to a breach of the peace, and as its tendency to lead 
to such breach of the peace was not much affected by the 
truth or falsehood of the defamatory matter published, the 
courts in dealing with libel criminally disregarded the 
truth or falsity of the defamatory matter. In fact, the 
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truth of the defamatory matter, seeing the person defamed 
would have little chance of succeeding in an action some- 
times led men to redress the insult by violence, and led to 
the proverb " the greater the truth the greater the libel," 
or in other words, the more truth there ifl in the defama- 
tory matter the more likely is it that breach of the peace 
will be committed which the criminal law by all its pro- 
visions sought to prevent. 

This state of the law was altered by 6 & 7 Vict. c. 96 (6), Lord 
commonly called Lord Campbell's Act, by virtue of which 
a person indicted for a libel is enabled to plead the truth 
of the defamatory matter, and that it is for the public 
good it should be made known. 

Writers in the public journals should not be hasty in The public 
assuming that it is for the public good that all misconduct g0 ° ' 
which they have discovered, and the existence of which 
they are able to establish, should be by them disclosed. 
Thus it could scarcely be contended that it is for the 
public good that matters arising in the privacy of the 
family circle should be exposed to the public gaze, and 
that the unfortunate differences of man and wife should be 
made the gossip of a thousand tongues. Whereas no one 
could doubt that if a clergyman or a medical man was 
taking advantage of his position and his influence to 
corrupt the members of his congregation, or those who 
became his patients, it would be for the public good that 
the conduct of such men should be known if true. 

The corruption or neglect of public duty on the part of 

(6) Sec Appendix. 
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Criminal 
proceedings 
before the 
Art. 



Ex officio 
informations. 



public officials would be equally regarded as disclosed for 
the public good if true. 

As will be seen, the Newspaper Libel and Registration 
Act of 1881 affords in certain cases a defence where 
.criminal proceedings are taken against a newspaper pro- 
prietor, editor, or printer, even where the defamatory 
matter published is not true. In the subsequent comments 
upon the second section of that Act, it will be seen that 
such a defence will only be available in comparatively few 
cases. 

Prior to the Newspaper Act of 1881 criminal proceed- 
ings might be instituted either by a criminal information 
filed ex officio by the Attorney-General, or by a criminal 
information filed under the order or direction of the High 
Court of Justice, or by proceedings before a magistrate, or 
by presenting a bill to a grand jury. The two former 
methods (if the decision in Reg. v. Yates is affirmed by the 
Court of Appeal) are unaffected by the Newspaper Libel 
Act of 1881. The two latter are modified in respect of 
libels appearing in newspapers. The power of presenting 
a bill to a grand jury in respect of such libels is taken 
away, and no proceedings can be taken in respect thereof 
before a magistrate without the consent of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, 

It is pleasant to remember that ex officio informations 
for libel, once so common, are now seldom filed, as govern- 
ments have learned to disregard the general vituperation 
with which certain writers assail their conduct. The free- 
dom of the press, although combined with great licentious- 
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ness, affords the ministers the fullest protection. The 
observations of the many thoughtful writers in the public 
journals, and the diffusion of general knowledge in the 
community, render impotent the unscrupulous attacks 
which are too frequently directed against the responsible 
ministers of the Crown. 

It is also pleasant to recall the great struggle which Mr. Fox's 
ended in the passing of Mr. Fox's Libel Act, which secured 
to all persons, whether writers in the public journals or 
otherwise, protection against the prosecutions of an arbi- 
trary or oppressive ministry. That Act procured for every 
person animadverting on the conduct of government the 
privilege of having the nature and character of his 
writing determined by a jury, and not by a judge or 
judges. A practice grew up in the early part of the 
18th century of confining the province of the jury on 
an indictment for libel to simply finding that the matter 
complained of was published by the defendant, and that 
the innuendos, if any, were made out, and for the judge, 
upon such findings being in the affirmative, to direct 
the jury to find the prisoner guilty, leaving him to move 
in arrest of judgment on the ground that the matter 
complained of was not a libel. This left the question 
of libel or no libel entirely to the judge and took it 
away from the jury. It was contended by counsel for 
the prisoners, with more or less pertinacity, that the jury, 
upon the plea of not guilty, were entitled to consider 
the nature and character of the matter complained of 
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and to return a general verdict of guilty or not guilty 
according to their judgment. 
The trial of the This contention was never more sharply defined than 

Bean of St. r J 

Asaph. on the trial of the Dean of St. Asaph (c), for the pub- 

lication of a seditious libel, entitled "The principles of 
Government in a dialogue between a gentleman and a 
farmer." The trial came off at Shrewsbury, and com- 
menced on Friday, August 6th, 1784. The Dean was 
defended by Mr. Erskine. The Honourable Mr. Justice 
Buller was the judge. The judge directed the jury that if 
they were satisfied the defendant published the pamphlet, 
and were also satisfied as to the truth of the innuendos, 
viz., that K. meant king, F. meant farmer, and that G. 
meant gentleman, they should find him guilty, thus with- 
drawing the question of libel or no libel from the con- 
sideration of the jury. The jury came into court and 
found the defendant guilty of publishing only. Mr. Justice 
Buller explained that that verdict was not quite correct, 
and asked them whether they found the meaning of the 
inuendoes, saying, " Do you find him guilty ? " One of 
the jury said, " Yes, we find him guilty of that ; we don't 
say anything to judge of the libel, we only find him guilty 
of publishing." Mr. Erskine then asked the jury whether 
the word "only " should stand part of their verdict, when 
one of them answered, " Certainly." The judge by sub- 
sequent instruction, procured from the jury the omission 
of the word " only," and received the finding in the follow- 
ing words, " Guilty of publishing, but whether a libel or 

(c) Bex v. Shipley, 21 Howell's State Trials, 847. 
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not the jury do not find." Mr. Erskine obtained a rule 
for a new trial on the ground of misdirection, which was 
afterwards discharged, Lord Mansfield stating, "that 
agreeably to the uniform judicial practice since the Revo- 
lution, warranted by the fundamental principles of the 
constitution, and upon the reason and fitness of the thing, 
he and his brethren were of opinion that the rule should 
be discharged/' 

The public mind, which had been long considering this 
subject, became at last, by the interest taken in this case, 
fully awakened, and by 32 Geo. III., c. 60 (<Z), it was 
enacted " that on every such trial, the jury sworn to try 
the issue may give a general verdict of guilty or not 
guilty upon the whole matter put in issue upon such 
indictment or information : and shall not be required or 
directed by the court or judge before whom such indict- 
ment or information shall be tried to find the defendant 
or defendants guilty merely on the proof of the publica- 
tion by such defendant or defendants of the paper 
charged to be a libel, and of the sense ascribed to the 
same in such indictment or information." This statute, 
passed by the combined efforts of Mr. Fox and Mr. Erskine, 
is almost as essential to personal freedom as the Habeas 
Corpus Act itself. Since this Act, although a judge 
may give his own definition of what a libel is, and 
may point out the nature and character of publication 
complained of, he must, with such directions as he may 

{d) For Mr. Fox's Libel Act, see Appendix. 
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think fit, leave the question of libel or no libel entirely 
to the consideration of the jury. 

As privileges of great moment and value have been 
conferred upon writers in the public journals, both by 
decisions of the judges and by various Acts of Parliament, 
they should ever remember that they are under the 
greatest obligations to use their opportunities only to 
the promotion of public ends, and they should endeavour, 
whilst not sacrificing in any way such lofty purposes, to 
see how little they can publish that is hurtful and 
annoying rather than how much. 



THE LAW OF NEWSPAPEE LIBEL AS IT 
EXISTED PEIOE TO- THE NEWSPAPEE 
LIBEL AND EEGISTEATION ACT, 1881. 

The Newspaper Libel and Registration Act of 1881 will Reasons for 

r r & ## detailed state- 

be the better comprehended, and the privileges conferred ment of the 

law as it 

by its provisions on newspaper proprietors, editors, and existed prior 

to the passing 

printers more clearly demonstrated, by a knowledge of the of the Act of 
law as it was prior to the passing of this statute. Inas- 
much, also, as there will still remain many cases of 
newspaper libel to which the clauses of the Act of 1881 
will not apply, and which will be decided with reference to 
antecedent decisions, it is deemed essential to the practi- 
cal utility of this work, to present somewhat in detail the 
law of newspaper libel as it existed previous to the 
alterations effected by the afore-mentioned Act of Parlia- 
ment, as well as to trace the growth of the privileges 
conferred upon the press in the exercise of their duties to 
the public. We will therefore at once proceed to examine 
the law with reference to the reports of public proceedings 
in order to discover how far such reports were privileged 
at the time of the passing of the Newspaper Libel and 
Registration Act of 1881. 
The law relative to the reports of public proceedings History of the 

law relative to 

may be conveniently treated with reference to, reports of 
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public pro- 
ceedings. 



1. Courts of Justice ; 

2. The Houses of Parliament ; 

3. Public Meetings. 



The reports of 
proceedings in 
courts of 
justice. 

Hex v. Wright. 



Qualifications 
to this 
privilege. 



Ex parte 
proceedings. 



1. The law relative to the reports of proceedings in 
Courts of Justice. 

The reports of proceedings in Courts of Justice are 
privileged on grounds of public policy, convenience, and 
benefit. Lawrence, J., in The King v. /. Wright (a), tried 
in the year 1799, said as follows : " Though the publica- 
tion of such proceedings may be to the disadvantage of the 
particular individual concerned, yet it is of vast importance 
to the country that proceedings of Courts of Justice should 
be universally known. The general advantage to the 
country in having these proceedings made public more 
than counter-balances the inconveniences to the private 
persons whose conduct may be the subject of such pro- 
ceedings/' 

There are, however, several qualifications to this privi- 
lege. The report, in order to be entitled to the privilege, 
must be bond fide, accurate, and impartial. If it be 
published in such a manner as to convey a garbled, preju- 
diced, and unfair account of the proceedings, such account 
being calculated to misrepresent one of the parties, or, 
indeed, any individual, then such report will be excluded 
from the privilege, and the publisher will be liable to an 
action or prosecution. 

Formerly, the reports of ex parte proceedings were held 

(a) The King v. /. Wright, S T. R. 237. 
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not to be privileged on the ground tbat the party who was 
not heard might be prejudiced by the publication of a one- 
sided statement of the matter in question (6). 

But even in the year 1796, the case of Currie v. ^j£ r v * 
Waiter (c), argued before Eyre, L. C. J., decided that such 
reports, if bond fide, accurate, and impartial, were privi- 
leged. This case was approved by Lawrence, J.> an 
eminent judge, in the case of The King v. J. Wright, 
before referred to. 

In the year 1858 the case of Lewis v. Levy (d) practi- Lewis v. Levy. 
cally upheld the decision in Currie v. Walter. In that 
ease it was decided that the rule that the publication of a . 
fair and correct report of proceedings taking place in a 
public court of justice is privileged extends to proceedings 
taking place publicly before a magistrate on the prelimi- 
nary investigation of a criminal charge terminating in the 
discharge by the magistrate of the party charged. 

But this question of the report of ex parte proceedings i/ 8 ai v. Hales. 
has now been virtually settled by the case of UsM v. 
Hales (e). This case was argued in 1878 before the pre- 
sent Lord Chief Justice of England and Lopes, J. Lord 
Coleridge rested his judgment upon the principles laid 

(b) Hoare v. Silverlock, 9 C. B. 20 ; 19 L. J. C. P. 215 ; Duncan v. 
Thaoaites, 3 B. & C. 556 ; ft D. & R. 447 ; The King v. Lee, 5 Esp. 123, 
Heath, J. a in 1804. See also R. v. Fisher, 2 Camp. 563 ; Styles v. Nokes, 
7 East, 493 ; Carr v. Jones, 3 Smith, 491. 

(e) Currie v. Walter, 1 Boa. &Pull. 525. So* also McGregor v. Thtoaites, 
4 D. & R. 695 ; 8 B. & C. 24. 

(d) Lewis v. Levy, 27 L. J. Q. B. 287 ; 3 E. B & E. 537 ; 4 Jur. N. S. 
970. 

(«) UsUl ▼. Hales, 47 L. J. C. P. 826 ; 8 C; P. D. 319 ; 26 W. R. 371 ; 
38 L. T. 63. 
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down in the cases of Currie v. Walter and Lewis v. Levy. 
His lordship quoted with approbation from the judgment 
of Cockburn, L. C. J., in the great case of Wason v. 
Waiter (/), and though the quotation is of too great a 
length to find place here, yet the following extract must 
be given ; in the course of his judgment, Cockburn, L. C. J., 
said, " the true criterion of the privilege is, not whether 
the report was or was not ex parte, but whether it was a 
fair and honest report of what had taken place, published 
simply with a view to the information of the public, and 
innocent of all intention to do injury to the reputation of 
Lord Coleridge, the party affected." Referring to this extract, Lord 

Coleridge said, " To the principle and line of argument of 
that passage, and to the accuracy of that last statement, I 
entirely adhere; and true it is that in important cases 
ex parte proceedings are reported — for instance, in the 
course of inquiries before coroners, cases are reported from 
day to day in the newspapers which, in early times would 
have been excepted from privilege, but it is unheard of 
that persons affected by such reports, if bond fide, may 
bring an action." His lordship, referring to the former 
decisions, which held that reports of ex parte proceedings 
were not privileged, said, " But we are not now living 
within the shadow of those cases, and it is idle to deny 
that in cases decided since that time learned judges have 
come to conclusions which it is not for me to say are in- 

(/) Wason v. Walter, 38 L. J. Q. B. 34 ; L. R. 4 Q. B. 73 ; 8 B. & S. 
671 ; 19 L. T. N. S. 409 ; 17 W. R. 169. See also Turner y. Sullivan, 6 
L. T. N. S. 130, Byles, J. 
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consistent, but which at best appear to my mind irrecon- 
cilable with those cases." 

Though UsUl v. Hales (g) only decided that the Practical effect 

of the decision. 

privilege extends to proceedings before a magistrate, in UsUl y. 
where such proceedings consist of an ex parte application 
for a criminal summons, terminating in the refusal by the 
magistrate to proceed with the charge on the ground that 
on the facts stated he had no jurisdiction, yet the decision 
practically extends immunity to all reports of ex parte 
proceedings provided such reports are bond fide and 
accurate. It may therefore now fairly be considered to be 
the law that reports of ex parte proceedings are privileged, 
provided they are bond fide and correct. 

In addition to the aforesaid qualifications to the privi- Right of court 
lege bestowed on the reports of proceedings in courts of report of its 
justice there remain two others yet to be mentioned, h^. procee " 
Every Court has the right to prohibit its own proceedings 
being published, and where the Court has done so, though 
it is rarely the case, the report made in violation of such 
prohibition is not privileged (h). 

Lastly, if from the nature of the case under trial the Where evi- 

dence is of an 

evidence adduced consists of blasphemous, seditious, or immoral 
immoral matter, the publication of which would tend to 
demoralize, offend, or pollute the public mind, a report of 



{g) UsUl v. Bales, 47 L. J. C. P. 326 ; 3 C. P. D. 319 ; 26 W. R. 371 ; 
38 L. T. 63. 

(h) R. v. Clement, 4 B. & A. 218 ; 11 Price, 68 ; see also the cases of 
Brook v. Evans, 6 Jur. N. S. 1025 ; 29 L. J. Chan. 616 ; 8 W. R. 688 ; 
and Feekin v. Herbert, 33 L. J. Chan. 294. 
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Malice. 



Comment. 



such evidence would be excluded from the general 
privilege (i). 

But even where a report of proceedings in a court of 
justice is true and correct, yet it will not be privileged if 
it can be shown that the person who sent the report to the 
newspaper was actuated by malice (k). 

The law with reference to comment may be stated as 
follows : — " A fair account of what takes place in a court 
of justice may be published, but the reporter who gives 
the account ought not to mix up with it comments of his 
own ; and if any comments are made they should not be 
made as a part of the report. The report should be con- 
fined to what takes place in Court, and the two things, 
report and comment, should be kept separate ** (I). 

Comments should be fairly and honestly made, and on 
evidence given; they should not contain unwarrantable 
inferences or unjustifiable conclusions ; they should be 
strictly impartial. 

In commenting upon any proceedings, the sole object 
should be to place before the public the real state 
of the case without prejudice or malice toward any in- 
dividual (m). 

(£) B. v. Mary Carlile, 3 B. & A. 167 ; 1 Chitty, 451. 

(k) Stevens v. Sampson, 5 Ex. D. 53 ; 49 L. J. Ex. 120 ; 44 J. P. 217 ; 
28 W. R. 87 ; 41 L. T. N. S. 782. In this case the reporter was not a 
professional one, bnt the solicitor for one of the parties, and the action, 
was brought against him as reporter, and not against the newspaper. The 
fact of the reporter being a professional one only makes it the more diffi- 
cult to prove malice. 

(1) Andretos v. Chapman, 3 C. k K. 286. Lord Campbell. 

(t») Bishop v. Latimer, 4 L. T. N. S. 775. Hibbius y. Lee, 4 F. & F. 
243; 11 L. T. N. S. 541. 
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2. The law relative to reports of proceedings in Parlia- The reports of 

proceedings in 
ment. both Houses of 

Upon the same grounds of public policy and advantage 
that justify the reports of proceedings in courts of justice 
the reports of the debates and proceedings of both Houses 
of Parliament are protected. And the same qualifica- 
tions to the privilege apply equally in one case as in the 
other. 

Persons employed by Parliament in the publication of 3 & * Vict - 

c. y . 

its papers are protected by the statute 3 & 4 Vict. c. 9, Publication of 
which is entitled "An Act to give summary protection j^ 1 ^ 611 ry 
to persons employed in the publication of parliamentary 
papers." 

By the first section of this Act any proceedings, whether Sec. l. 
civil or criminal, against persons for publication of papers 
printed by order of Parliament are to be stayed upon 
delivery of a certificate and affidavit to the Court to the 
effect that such publication is by order of either House of 
Parliament. By the second section of that Act, proceed- Sec. 2. 
ings on account or in respect of the publication of any 
copy of any report, paper, votes, or proceedings, are to be 
stayed on the defendant laying before the Court such 
report, paper, votes, or proceedings, and such copy with 
an affidavit verifying such report, paper, votes, or pro- 
ceedings, and the correctness of such copy. By the third Sec. 3. 
section in proceedings for printing any extract from or 
abstract of such report, paper, votes, or proceedings, it may 
be shown by the defendant that such extract or abstract 

was published boTtd fide and without malice. But the 

c 2 
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Sec. 4. 



Stockdale y. 
Mansard. 



Subsequent 
action. 

Statute held 
imperative. 



opinion of the jury must be taken. By the fourth 
section the Act is not to affect the privileges of Parlia- 
ment. 

This statute was the result of a contest between the 
House of Commons and the Courts of Law, which arose 
out of the famous case of. Stockdale v. Hansard (o), in 
the year 1839. That was an action brought by a book- 
seller and publisher against Messrs. Hansard for a publica- 
tion defaming the plaintiff's character, by imputing that 
he had published an obscene libel. The defendants 
pleaded that the documents containing the defamatory 
matter were published by them under orders from the 
House of Commons, and that the publication of them was 
therefore privileged. The case was argued before L. C. J. 
Denman and Justices Littledale, Patteson and Coleridge. 
Judgment was given for the plaintiff. 

Their Lordships were unanimous in their decision that 
it is no defence in law to an action for libel that the libel 
was part of a parliamentary proceeding and was pub- 
lished under the authority and by order of the House 
of Commons. 

This decision brought the House of Commons and the 
Law Courts into collision, and the result was that the 
Statute 3 & 4 Vic. c. & was passed. 

In a subsequent action between the same plaintiff and 
defendant the statute was held imperative, and, as it had 



(o) 9 A. & E. 1 ; 2 P. & D. 1 ; 3 Jur. 905 ; 7 C. & P. 731 ; 2 M. & Rob. 
9 ; 11 A. & E. 300 ; 3 P. & D. 330 ; 8 Dowl. 148, 522. 
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been complied with, the rule for staying execution was 
made absolute (p). 

With reference to the Reports of Speeches, Debates, and Reports of 

parliamentary 

Proceedings in Parliament the law is as follows : — In 1799, proceedings, 
in the case of The Ki/ng v. J. Wright (q), the court refused Rex v. 

. . . . . J* Wright. 

to grant a criminal information against a bookseller for 
printing a report of the House of Commons though it 
reflected on the character of an individual. 

In the case of The King v. Lord Abingdon it was Rex v. Lord 

Abingdon. 

decided that if a Member of Parliament publish in the 
newspapers his speech as delivered in Parliament, and it 
contains charges of a slanderous nature against an indi- 
vidual, an information will lie for a libel, though had the 
words been merely delivered in Parliament they would be 
dispunishable in the courts at Westminster (r). 

With the exception of these cases, the question as to 
whether a faithful report in a public newspaper of a debate 
in either House of Parliament containing matter dis- 
paraging to the character of an individual spoken in the 
course of the debate, is actionable at the suit of the party 
whose character has thus been called into question, was 
not decided until the great case of Wason v. Walter (s). wason v. 
This was an action brought against The Times newspaper 
for a libel contained in a report which was published in 

(p) SiockdaU v. Hansard, 11 A. & E. 300 ; 3 P. & D. 330 ; 8 Dowl. 
148, 522. 

(q) 8 T. R. 293. 

(r) R. v. Lord Abingdon, 1 Esp. 225 ; Peake, 236 ; R. v. Crecvy, 1 M. 
& S. 281. 

(s) Wason v. Walter, L. R. 4 Q. B. 73 ; 38 L. J. Q. B. 34 ; 8 B. & S. 
671 ; 19 L. T. N. S. 409 ; 17 W. R. 169. 
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that paper of certain speeches delivered in the House of 
Lords and in certain leading articles commenting upon 
those speeches. 

It appeared that Mr. Rigby Wason, the plaintiff, had peti- 
tioned the House of Lords to take measures for removing 
Sir Fitzroy Kelly from the office of Lord Chief Baron by 
reason that on an important occasion he had exhibited so 
total a disregard for truth as to render him unfit to fill an 
office for which a sense of the solemn obligations of truth 
and honour is an essential qualification. In the debate 
which followed on the petition and the charges referred to, 
the Lord Chancellor refuted the charges brought against 
Sir F. Kelly, and commented very severely upon the course 
which the plaintiff had pursued. The report of the 
debate was published in The Times, and that paper also 
published a leading article commenting upon the debate, 
and expressing concurrence with the censure passed by 
the Lord Chancellor upon the plaintiff. 

The declaration contained three counts : the first 

founded upon the report, the second on the leading 

• article, but on the third nothing turned. 

Trial before The case was tried before Cockburn, C. J., at the Guild- 

Xm£'' hall > after Michaelmas Term, 1867. The Chief Justice 

1867. directed the jury as follows : — 

First. That the publication of the libel charged in the 
first count was privileged, if they should find the libel to 
be a true and faithful report of the debate in the House 
of Lords, and that they should therefore find their verdict 
for the defendant. 
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Secondly, That they should find their verdict for the 
defendant if they thought that the comments contained 
in the libel charged in the second count, on the conduct 
of the plaintiff in presenting the petition to the House of 
Lords and on the debate in that House were fair comments 
and within the limits of fair criticism. 

The jury found for the defendant on both counts. 

The plaintiff having obtained a rule for a new trial on 
the ground of misdirection, the case came on for argument 
and the Court were unanimous in their judgment that the 
direction given to the jury was perfectly correct, and 
held :— 

1. Faithful and fair reports of the proceedings in 
Parliament, although disparaging to the character of 
individuals, are privileged communications, in the same 
manner as similar reports of the proceedings in courts 
of justice. 

2. Fair and legitimate criticism in newspapers on the 
conduct or motives of individuals as disclosed by such 
reports is also privileged. 

3. This Court adheres to the doctrine in Stockdcde v. 
Hansard (t), which laid down, that at least previous to 
Stat. 3 & 4 Vic, c. 9, it is no defence to an action for 
publishing a libel that the defamatory matter is part of a 
document which was by order of the House of Commons 
laid before the House and thereupon became part of its 

(0 StocJcdale v. Hansard, 9 A. & E. 1 ; 2 P. & D. 1 ; 3 Jur. 905 ; 7 C. 
& P. 731 ; 2 M. & Rob. 9 ; 11 A. & E. 300 ; 3 P. & D. 330 ; 8 Dowl. 148, 
522. 
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proceedings, and which was afterwards by order of the 
House printed and circulated by the defendant ; and 
that the House had resolved, declared and adjudged that 
" the power of publishing such of its reports, votes, and 
proceedings as it shall deem necessary or conducive to 
the public interests is an essential incident to the con- 
stitutional functions of Parliament, more especially to the 
Commons House of Parliament, as the representative 
portion of it;" and that a court of law is competent 
to determine whether or not the House of Commons 
has such a privilege as above set forth. 

4. The doctrine of Littledale and Patteson, JJ., in that 
case, by which they denied the necessity and in effect the 
public advantage of proceedings in Parliament being made 
public, not recognized as law by this Court. 

5. The publication of a particular speech in Parliament 
for the purpose or with the effect of injuring an individual 
is unlawful, unless bond fide published by a member for 
the information of his constituents. 

Cockburn,c.J. In the course of his luminous and masterly judgment 

Lord Chief Justice Cockburn said, " We entirely concur 
with Lawrence, J., in Reg* v. Wright (u), that the same 
reasons which apply to the reports of proceedings in Courts 
of Justice apply also to the reports of proceedings in 
Parliament. It seems to us impossible to doubt that it is 
of paramount public and national importance that the 
proceedings of the Houses of Parliament shall be com- 

(u) R. v. Wright, 8 T. R. 293. 
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municated to the public, who have the deepest interest in 
knowing what passes within its walls, seeing that on what 
is there said and done the welfare of the community 
depends. Where would be our confidence in the govern- 
ment of the country or in the Legislature by which our 
laws are framed and to whose charge the great interests 
of the country are committed — where would be the attach- 
ment to the constitution under which we live, if the 
proceedings of the great council of the realm were shrouded 
in secrecy and concealed from the knowledge of the nation? 
How could the communications between the representa- 
tives of the people and their constituents, which are so 
essential to the working of the representative system, be 
usefully carried on if the constituencies were kept in 
ignorance of what their representatives are doing ? What 
would become of the right of petitioning on all measures 
pending in Parliament, the undoubted right of the subject, 
if the people are to be left in ignorance of what is passing 
in either House ? Can any man bring himself to doubt 
that the publicity given in modern times to what passes 
in Parliament is essential to the maintenance of the 
relations subsisting between the Government, the Legis- 
lature and the country at large. It may, no doubt, be 
said, that while it may be necessary as a matter of national 
interest that the proceedings of Parliament should in 
general be made public, yet that debates in which the 
character of individuals is brought into question ought to 
be suppressed. But to this, in addition to the difficulty 
in which parties publishing parliamentary reports would 
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be placed if this distinction were to be enforced and every 
debate had to be critically scanned to see whether it con- 
tained defamatory matter, it may be further answered 
that there is perhaps no subject in which the public have 
a deeper interest than in all that relates to the conduct of 
the public servants of the State, no subject of parliamen- 
tary discussion which more requires to be made known 
than an inquiry relating to it. Lastly, what greater 
anomaly or more flagrant injustice could present itself 
than that, while from a sense of the importance of giving 
publicity to their proceedings, the Houses of Parliament 
not only sanction the reporting of their debates, but also 
take measures for giving facility to those who report 
them, while every member of the educated portion of the 
community, from the highest to the lowest, looks with 
eager interest to the debates of either House, and considers 
it a part of the duty of the public journals to furnish an 
account of what passes there, we were to hold that a party 
publishing a parliamentary debate is to be liable to legal 
proceedings because the conduct of a particular individual 
may happen to be called in question." (x). 

Public meet- 3- The ^ aw relative to the reports of proceedings at 

™&- Public Meetings. 

The law prior Prior to the passing of the Newspaper Libel and Regis- 

1881? ° tration Act of 1881, the privilege accorded to the reports 

of judicial and parliamentary proceedings was not extended 
to reports of meetings generally. By that Act the reports of 

(x) Wascm v. Walter, 8 Best & Smith, 723 ; L. R. 4 Q. B. 73 ; 38 L. J. 
Q. B. 34 ; 8 B. & S. 671 ; 19 L. T. N. S. 409 ; 17 W. R. 169. 
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meetings " open to the public " are, with certain qualifica- 
tions privileged, and it is proposed to deal with meetings 
within the Act in another place. Therefore in treating of 
the law as it was prior to the Act of 1881, we are stating 
it as it exists at present with reference to all meetings 

which do not come within the provisions of that Act. It Defences avail- 
able in cases 
is therefore no defence to an action for libel to plead that not within the 

i . i n • i n i i. t Act of 1881. 

the report is a true, correct, and faithful report of the pro- 
ceedings at a meeting of that description. The defendant 
must rely upon the matter published being strictly true, or 
upon the words used being a fair and bond fide comment 
upon a matter of public interest. When the defendant is 
indicted, he must show not only the truth of the defama- 
tory matter but also that it was for the public benefit that 
it should be published. In Davison v. Duncan (y), Davison v. 
which was an action for libel published in a newspaper, 
the defendant pleaded that the alleged libel was a true, 
faithful, and correct report of the proceedings at a public 
meeting held under the authority of a local Act for the im- 
provement of a town. This plea was held to be no 
defence to the action, and Lord Campbell said : " I am of Lord 
opinion, that as the law now stands the plea is bad. A amp 
fair account of what takes place in a court of justice is 
privileged. The reason is that the balance of public 
benefit from the publicity is great. It is of great conse- 
quence that the public should know what takes place in 

{y) 7 E. & B. 229 ; 3 Jur. N. S. 618 ; 26 L. J. Q. B. 104 ; 28 L. T. 0. S. 
265 ; 5 W. R. 253. See also Cox v. Feeney, 4 F. & F. 13 ; Milissich v. 
Lloyds, 46 L. J. C. P. 404 ; 36 L. T. 423 ; 25 W. R. 353 ; 13 Cox C. C. 
575. 
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court, and the proceedings are under the control of the 
judges. The inconvenience therefore arising from the 
chance of the injury to private character is infinitesimally 
small as compared to the convenience of publicity. But 
it has never yet been contended that such a privilege 
extends to a report of what takes place at all public 
meetings. Even if confined to a report of what was 
relevant to the object of the meeting it would extend the 
privilege to an alarming extent. If this plea is good, a 
fair account of what takes place may be published what- 
ever harm the publication may do to private character, 
provided it take place at a meeting of a public nature — a 
wide description embracing all kinds of meetings, from a 
county meeting to a parish meeting. At such meetings 
things may well be said very relevant to the subject in 
hand, yet very calumnious. In what an unhappy situa- 
tion the calumniated person would be if the calumny 
might be published, and yet he could not bring an action 
and challenge the publishers to prove its truth. The 
Legislature may think fit to extend the privilege of 
publication beyond the limits to which it now goes. If it 
does, it can impose such restrictions on the extension as it 
thinks fit. We in a court of law can only say how the 
law now stands : and according to that it is clear the 
action lies and the plea is bad " (z). 

(z) Davison v. Duncan, 7 E. & B. 229 ; 3 Jur. N. S. 613 ; 26 L. J. Q. B. 
104 ; 28 L. T. 0. S. 265 ; 5 W. R. 253. See also Henwood v. Harrison, 
41 L. J. C. P. 206 ; L. R. 7 C. P. 606 ; 20 W. R. 1000 ; 26 L. T. 938 ; 
Purcell v. Sowler, 46 L. J. C. P. 311 ; 2 C. P. D. 215 ; 25 W. R. 362 ; 
36 L. T. 416 ; Popham v. Pickbum, 31 L. J. Ex. 133 ; 8 Jur. N. S. 179 ; 
7 H. & N. 891 ; 10 W. R. 324 ; 5 L. T. N. S. 846. 
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Evidence in mitigation of damages may be given for Evidence for 

the defendant 

the defendant in an action for a libel contained in any in mitigation 

of damages. 

public newspaper or other periodical publication. 

By Lord Campbell's Act, 6 & 7 Vict. c. 96, s. 2, it is • *£ Vict- 
enacted, that " it shall be competent for the defendant to Libel inserted 

without actual 

plead that such libel was inserted in such newspaper or malice 
other periodical publication without actual malice, and gross negii- 
without gross negligence, and that before the commence- f^gy offered, 
ment of the action, or at the earliest opportunity after- 
wards, he inserted in such newspaper or other periodical 
publication a full apology for the said libel, or, if the 
newspaper or periodical publication in which the said 
libel appeared should be ordinarily published at intervals 
exceeding one week, had offered to publish the said 
apology in any newspaper or periodical publication to be 
selected by the plaintiff in such action, and that to such 
plea to such action it shall be competent to the plaintiff 
to reply generally denying the whole of such plea. 

Under this section a sum of money can be paid into Payment of 
Court by way of amends for the injury sustained by the court 7 
publication of the libel. Formerly such payment into 
court was no admission of liability, not even to the 
amount paid in (a). By Order XXII. r. 1, of the Rules of 
the Supreme Court, 1883, payment into court in satisfac- 
tion operates as an admission of liability. A defendant 



(a) Jones v. Afackie, L. R. 3 Ex. 1 ; 37 L. J. Ex. 1 ; 16 W. R. 109 ; 17 
L. T. 151 ; Hawkesley v. Bradshaw, 5 Q. B. D. 302 ; 49 L. J. Q. B. 333 ; 
42 L. T. 285 ; 28 W. R. 557 ; Berdan v. Greenwood, 3 Ex. D. 51 ; 47 L. J. 
Ex. 628 ; 39 L. T. 223 ; 26 W. R. 902. 



in 
satisfaction. 



so 
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Objections to 
Lord Camp- 
bell's Act. 



may, however, pay money into court with a defence 
denying liability, except in libel and slander. In those 
actions, therefore, payment into court will in all cases 
operate as an admission of liability, and the case of 
Hawlcesley v. Bradshaw {ad) is no longer law (b). Payment 
into court in satisfaction was dealt with by 0. XXX. of 
the Rules of 1875, which allowed it in any action. 

The objections that have been urged against the~second 
section of Lord Campbell's Libel Act are, that it throws 
upon an editor or proprietor the difficult duty of saying 
whether a statement is true or untrue without having had 
an opportunity of investigating the whole of the facts, and 
therefore calls upon him to come to a conclusion as to a 
matter upon which he has no means of forming an opinion, 
constituting him a judge between two conflicting -state- 
ments without evidence on either side. It is also said that 
an apology exacted under fear of litigation is not of great 
value, and that the Act leaves insufficient time for the in- 
vestigation of facts. 

The law with reference to comment can only be very 
briefly dealt with here. For detailed information the 
reader is referred to the exhaustive works of Mr. Stark ie 
(the last edition by Mr, Folkard), and Mr, Blake Odgers 
upon this subject. 
General roles. The general rule to be adhered to in criticising or com- 
menting upon matters of public interest is to confine the 
remarks to the matter itself and not to descend to per- 



The law 
relative to 
comment. 



(aa) See n. (a), p. 29. 

(b) Wilson's Judicature Acta (4th edition), p. 273. 
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sonalities, attacks on private character, or imputation of 
unworthy motive. The writer should always bear in mind 
that as the privilege conferred upon fair and honest 
criticism is so conferred for the public benefit, such 
privilege should never be abused in order to gratify personal 
malice or to advance private interest. The advancement 
of truth, the triumph of goodness and the destruction of 
falsehood and ignorance should be the object of the writer, 
and these principles should animate him in the perform- 
ance of his duty as a critic, commentator, or reviewer. 
The sole and single purpose of the writer should be to 
promote by his comment the public good, to enable the 
people to discern right from wrong, to encourage merit, 
and to firmly condemn and bravely expose the charlatan 
and the cheat. 

In the case of Tabart v. Tipper (d), Lord Ellenborough Tabart t. 

Tipper. 

said, " Liberty of criticism must be allowed, or we should i^a 
have neither purity af taste nor of morals. Fair discussion EUonborou 8 b ' 
is essentially necessary to the truth of history and the ad- 
vancement of science. That publication, therefore, I should 
never consider as a libel which has for its object not to 
injure the reputation of any individual, but to correct 
misrepresentations of fact, to refute sophistical reasoning, 
to expose a vicious taste in literature, or to censure what 
is hostile to morality." 

In the case of Sir John Carr v. Hood (e), it was held ^ r J - Carr 

v. Hood, 

that it is not libellous to ridicule a literary composition or Lord 

Ellenborough. 

(d) Tabart v. Tipper, 1 Campbell, 351. 

(e) Sir J. Carr v. Hood, 1 Campbell, 354. 
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the author of it in as far as he has embodied himself with 
his work ; and that if he is not followed into domestic 
life for the purposes of personal slander he cannot maintain 
an action for any damage he may suffer in consequence of 
thus being rendered ridiculous. 

In this case the same learned judge, Lord Ellen borough, 
said, " One writer in exposing the follies and errors of 
another may make use of ridicule however poignant. 
Ridicule is often the fittest weapon that can be employed 
for such a purpose. If the reputation or pecuniary interest 
of the person ridiculed suffer, it is damnum absque 
injuria. Where is the liberty of the press if an action can 
be maintained on such principles ? Perhaps the plaintiff's 
" Tour through Scotland " is now unsaleable ; but is he to 
be indemnified by receiving a compensation in damages 
from the person who may have opened the eyes of the 
public to the bad taste and inanity of his composition ? 
Who would have bought the works of Sir Robert Filmer 
after he had been refuted by Mr. Locke ; but shall it be 
said that he might have sustained an action for defamation 
against that great philosopher who was labouring to en- 
lighten and ameliorate mankind ? We really must not 
cramp observations on authors and their works. They 
should be liable to criticism, to exposure, and even to 
ridicule if their compositions be ridiculous ; otherwise the 
first who writes on any subject will maintain a monopoly 
of sentiment and opinion respecting it. This would tend 
to the perpetuity of error. Reflection on personal cha- 
racter is another thing. Show me an attack on the moral 
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character of the plaintiff, or any attack upon his character 
unconnected with his authorship, and I shall be as ready 
as any judge who ever sat here to protect him ; but I 
cannot hear of malice on account of turning his works 
into ridicule ;" and again, " The critic does a great service 
to the public who writes down any vapid or useless publi- 
cation such as ought never to have appeared* He checks 
the dissemination of bad taste, and prevents people wasting 
both time and money on trash. I speak of fair and candid 
criticism ; and this everyone has a right to publish, 
although the author may suffer a loss from it. Such a 
loss the law does not consider as an injury, because it is a 
loss the party ought to sustain. It is, in short, the loss of 
fame and profits to which he was never entitled "(/)• 
In the case of Campbell v. Spottiswoode (g), it was held, Campbell v. 

Spottiswoode. 

that when a writer in a newspaper, or elsewhere, in com- 
menting upon public matters, makes imputations on' the 
character of the individuals concerned in them which are 
false and libellous as being beyond the limits of fair com- 
ment, it is no defence that he bond fide believed in the 
truth of these imputations. This case was as follows : the 
plaintiff published in a newspaper of which he was the 
editor and part proprietor a proposal for inserting in it a 
series of letters on the duty of evangelising the Chinese, 
and for promoting the circulation of the numbers of the 
paper in which those letters should appear in order to call 

(/) Sir J. Cart v. Hood, 1 Campbell, 854. See also Strauss v. Francis, 
4 F. & F. 1114. 

{g) Campbell v. Spottiswoode, 3 B. & S. 778 ; 9 Jur. N. S. 1069 ; 32 L. J. 
Q. B. 185 ; 11 \V. R. 569 ; 8 L. T. N. S. 201. 

D 
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attention to the importance of this work of evangelisation. 
A series of letters accordingly appeared in the newspaper, 
and in the same number lists of subscribers for copies of 
the paper for distribution. In an action of libel against 
the defendant, the publisher of another newspaper, for an 
article commenting on the plaintiff's scheme, imputing 
that his real object was to promote the sale of his paper, 
and suggesting that the names of some of the subscribers 
in the lists were fictitious, the jury found for the plaintiff, 
with the addition that the writer of the article believed 
the imputations in it to be well founded. Held, that this 
belief of the defendant was no answer to the action. 

In Dibdin v. Bostock (h), a case that was tried in 1793, 
Lord Kenyon said : "The editor of a newspaper may fairly 
and candidly comment on any place or species of public 
entertainment, but it must be done fairly and without 
malice, or view to injure or prejudice the proprietor in the 
eyes of the public. That if so done, however severe the 
censure, the justice of it screens the editor from legal 
animadversion ; but if it can be proved that the comments 
are unjust, malevolent, or exceeding the bounds of fair 
opinion, that such are a libel, and therefore actionable/' 

In Wason v. Walter Gc\ L. C. J. Cockburn said ; " The 

Walter. 

Cockburn, C.J. full liberty of public writers to comment on the conduct 
and motives of public men has only in recent times been 

(h) Dibdin v. Bostock, 1 Esp. c. 26. See also Gathercole v. Miall, 15 
M. & W. 319 ; 15 L. J. Ex. 179 ; 10 Jur. 337. 

(k) Wason v. Walter, 8 B. & S. 729 ; L. R. 4 Q. B. 93 ; 38 L. J. Q. B. 
44 ; 19 L. T. K S. 409 ; 17 W. R. 169. See also Odger v. Mortimer, 2S 
L. T. N. S. 472, which decides that an advocate of democratic opinions is 
a public man. 
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recognized. Comments upon Government, on ministers 
and officers of state, on members of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, on judges, and on other public functionaries, are 
now made every day which half a century ago would have 
been the subject of actions or of ex officio informations, 
and would have brought down fine and imprisonment on 
publishers and authors ; yet who can doubt but that the 
public are the gainers by the change, and that though 
injustice may have often been done, and though public 
men may often have to smart under the keen sense of 
wrong inflicted by hostile criticism, the nation profits by 
public opinion being thus freely brought to bear on the 
discharge of public duties." 

By the fourth section of the Newspaper Libel and Regis- The law as to 

the reception 

tration Act of 1881, where the charge is against a pro- of justificatory 

evidence before 

prietor, publisher, or editor, or any person responsible for a court of 

summary juris- 

the publication of a newspaper for a libel published therein, diction prior 

to the Act of 

a Court of summary jurisdiction, upon the hearing of the 1881. 
charge, may receive evidence as to the publication being 
for the public benefit, and as to the matters charged in the 
libel being true, and also other evidence in justification (I). 
This section therefore, so far as newspaper proprietors and 
managers are concerned, effects a great change in the law. 

By the Common Law the truth of the matter com- The Common 
plained of constituted no defence to a criminal charge of 
libel, and therefore evidence tending to show the truth of 
the libellous matter was inadmissible. 

(I) See the Act, 4th section, page 73. 

D 2 
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£* ▼• In the case of The King v. Sir Francis Burdett (m), 

Burdett. 

Abbott, L.C.J. tried in 1820, the whole Court decided that where a libel 

imputes to others the commission of a triable crime 
evidence of the truth of it is inadmissible. 

In that case Abbott, L. C. J. (at page 181), said : "The 
whole history of the law of libel shows that such evidence 
has been almost invariably refused on all occasions of 
criminal prosecution for slanderous observations and 
remarks upon the administration of the government or 
upon the conduct of public or private men. The reason 
of this part of the law has been so often explained that it 
is altogether unnecessary to enter into it at present. I 
will only quote the opinion of one of the most eloquent 
writers of antiquity who united the characters of philoso- 
pher and statesman. Cicero having cited the law of the 
twelve tables, made for the punishment of anyone, " qui 
carmen condidisset quod infamiam afferret flagitiamve 
alteri," immediately subjoins " Praeclare judiciis enim ac 
magistratum disceptationibus legitimis, propositam viam 
non poetarum ingeniis habere debemus, nee probrum 
audire nisi ea lege ut respondere liceat et judicio defen- 
dere " (n). 
Lord Camp- ^ke * aw rema ^ ne( i m this state until the passing of 

6*7 Vict. Lord Cam P bell,s Act > 6 & 7 Vict. c. 96. By the sixth 
°- 96# section of that statute it was provided " That on the trial 

s. 6. 

of any indictment or information for a defamatory libel, 
the defendant having pleaded such plea as hereinafter 

(m) The King v. Sir F. Burdett, i B. & A. 95. 
(n) Ibid. 
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mentioned, the truth of the matters charged may be 
inquired into, but shall not amount to a defence unless it 
was for the public benefit that the said .matters charged 
should be published ; and that to entitle the defendant to 
give evidence of the truth of such matters charged as & 
defence to such indictment or information, it shall be 
necessary for the defendant, in pleading to the said in- 
dictment or information, to i allege the truth of the said 
matters charged in the manner now required in pleading 
a justification to an action for defamation ; and further, to 
allege that it was for the public benefit that the said 
matters charged should be published, and the particular 
fact or facts by reason whereof it was for the public benefit 
that the said matters charged should be published, to 
which plea the prosecutor shall be at liberty to reply 

generally denying the whole thereof, and that if after such 
plea the defendant shall be conyicted on such indictment 
or information, it shall be competent to the Court in pro- 
nouncing sentence to consider, whether the guilt of the 
defendant is aggravated or mitigated by the said plea and 
by the evidence given to prove or disprove the same : 
Provided always, that the truth of the matters charged in 
the alleged libel complained of by such indictment or infor- 
mation shall in no case be inquired into without such plea 
of justification : Provided also, that in addition to such plea 
it shall be competent to the defendant to plead a plea of 
not guilty : Provided also, that nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall take away or prejudice any defence under the 
plea of not guilty which it is now competent to the defen- 
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dant to make under such plea to any action or indictment 
or information for defamatory words or libeL" 

Although under Lord Campbell's Act the truth of the 
libel might be pleaded under certain conditions, the 
defence afforded by it could only be raised after the indict- 
ment had been found and a plea pleaded in accordance 
with the conditions imposed by the statute, those con- 
ditions being that the defendant shall plead the truth 
specially to the indictment, and shall also allege that the 
publication of the libel was for the public benefit, and 
state the facts on which he relies to prove it was so. 

But this statute did not affect preliminary proceedings 
before a magistrate, and it was held in Reg. v. Towns- 
end (o) that justices have no right to inquire into the 
truth of a charge of libel preferred before them, or to hear 
any other justification. If publication is proved, they are 
bound to commit. 

In a case subsequent to Beg. v. Townsend, Ex parte 
EUissen v. Lord Mayor of London (p), it appeared that 
on an investigation before the Lord Mayor of London as 
to the publication of a malicious libel, on the defendant 
tendering witnesses to prove the truth of the alleged libel, 
the Lord Mayor, upon the authority of the above case, 
refused to receive the evidence. An application was then 
made to the Court of Queen's Bench for a rule nisi for a 
mandamus to the Lord Mayor directing him to hear the 
evidence of the witnesses for the defence ; which rule was 



(o) JR. v. Townsend, 10 Cox C. C. 356 ; 4 F. & F. 1089. 
(p) Folkard on Libel, 592. 
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granted, and afterwards made absolute on showing 
cause ; and the Court said, that the statute on which the 
charge was made required that the libel should appear to 
have been false and malicious, that is wilfully false ; so 
that it was of the essence of the charge that the prose* 
cutors should prove this ; and hence the evidence offered 
to disprove it, by showing that the libel was in fact true 
was clearly admissible. 

The point was ultimately decided in the case of The Queen Reg. y. Garden. 
v. Sir Robert Carden (q), where it was held, " that upon an 
information for maliciously publishing a defamatory libel 
under the fifth section of 6 & 7 Vict. c. 96, the magistrate 
has no jurisdiction to receive evidence of the truth of the 
libel, inasmuch as his function is merely to determine 
whether there is such a case against the accused, as ought 
to be sent for trial, and a defence based upon the truth of 
the libel under section 6 of the Act can only be inquired 
into at the trial upon a special plea framed in accordance 
with the terms of that section." In this case there was 
an application for a mandamus directed to Sir E. Carden, 
an alderman and magistrate of the City of London, com- 
manding him to hear certain evidence upon an information 
for libel laid before him by Edward Levy Lawson against 
Henry Labouchere and Charles Wyman. The informa- 
tion did not charge the libel to have been published by 
the defendants knowing it to be false under the fourth 
section of 6 & 7 Vict. c. 96, but merely charged the publi- 

(q) The Queen v. Garden, 5 Q. B. D. 1 ; 49 L. J. M. C. 1 ; 41 L. T. 504 ; 
28 W. R. 133 ; 14 Cox C. C. 359 ; 44 J. P. 119. 
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cation of a defamatory libel under the fifth section. The 
application was made on behalf of the defendants, and the 
writ of mandamus asked for was in substance to hear 
evidence to prove generally the truth of the libel, that it 
was published for the public benefit, and was a fair com- 
ment upon a public man in a matter which was a question 
of public interest It appeared from the affidavits that in 
the course of the hearing of the charge before the magis- 
trate, a claim was made on the part of the defendants to 
cross-examine the complainant and the complainant's 
witnesses, and to call witnesses in respect of certain 
matters tending to prove the truth of the defamatory 
statements contained in the libel. The magistrate re- 
fused to admit the evidence, a rule nisi had consequently 
been obtained for a mandamus, but the rule was dis- 
charged by the Court, which sustained the magistrate's 
Cockbum, decision. In the course of his judgment, Cockburn, C. J., 

said, " In the case of Ex parte Ellissen (r), which has been 
referred to, it seems to me that this Court went to the 
utmost limits of its mandatory jurisdiction, and I should 
be extremely unwilling to extend the doctrine of that case 
to any other set of circumstances. This case was one of a 
charge of libel, and the magistrate had to inquire, first, 
whether the matter complained of was libellous; and 
secondly, whether the publication of it was brought home 
to the accused. So far as that, there ought to be a 
committal. It is argued that he ought to do more, and to 

(r) Folkard on Libel, 592. 



L.C.J. 
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receive evidence to show the truth of the matter com- 

plained of as libellous. I meet that proposition with an 
unhesitating negative. By the Common Law, indepen- 
dently of Statute as settled prior to Lord Campbell's Act 
(6 & 7 Vict. c. 96), whatever may have been the state of 
things in more ancient times, the truth of the matter com- 
plained of constituted no defence to a criminal charge of 
libel. It can only become a defence under the statute, 
and then only where the statutory conditions are complied 
with. Therefore, independently of statute, the magistrate 
could not receive evidence of the truth of the libel. The 
question then arises whether Lord Campbell's Act enables 
him to do so. In my opinion it does not, because by the 
provisions of the Act, the defence founded upon the truth 
of the libel does not arise at that stage, and cannot be put 
forward before the magistrate. The test of the admissi- 
bility of evidence before the magistrate, in my opinion, is 
its relevancy to the inquiry into the offence with which 
the accused is charged, viz., whether there is a case upon 
which he ought to be committed for trial or held to bail. 
For thes& reasons I am of opinion that the rule must be 
discharged." Lush, J., said : " I pause to say that it Lush, J. 
appears to me clear, on comparing the affidavits of the 
party accused with that of the magistrate, that the only 
point intended to be raised for our decision was whether 
on a charge of simple libel it is competent to the accused 
to prove before the magistrate the truth of the libel. I 
think that it is not. It is clear that, when Lord Campbell's 
Act was passed, the truth of the libel was no defence on 
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the criminal charge. The Act enables the accused to 
prove the truth of the libel, but only on certain conditions. 
. . . Until those conditions are complied with, the truth of 
the libel cannot be rendered available as a defence, and con- 
sequently it is beyond the jurisdiction of the magistrate to 
go into the question of its truth. Two cases have been 
cited, Beg. v. Townsend («) and Ex parte EUi88en(t). 
Both those cases appear to me to have been well decided. 
One was a case of simply publishing a libeL The other 
was a case of a charge under the fourth section, of pub- 
lishing a libel knowing it to be false. It was competent 
to the defendant before the magistrates to endeavour to 
get rid of the major charge by proving the libel to be true. 
The cases are quite distinct." 
Manisty, J Manisty, J., said, " The only stage in which such evidence 

can be received and the question of the truth of the libel 
gone into is when the conditions required by the Act have 
been complied with, that is to say, at the trial upon a plea 
duly pleaded in accordance with the requirements of the 
statute. It is expressly enacted that except upon such 
plea the truth shall in no case be inquired into.. In this 
case the inquiry has not arrived at the stage at which such 
a plea can be pleaded, and under these circumstances I 
think it is clear that evidence of the truth of the libel 
could not be received " (w). • 

It maybe mentioned that the special plea of justification 

(s) 10 Cox C. C. 356 ; 4 F. & F. 1089. 
\t) Folkard on Libel, 592. 

\u) Reg. v. Carden, 5 Q. B. D. 1 ; 49 L. J. M. C. 1 ; 41 L. T. 504 ; 28 
W. R. 133 ; 14 Cox C. C. 359 ; 44 J. P. 119. 
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given by Lord Campbell's Act cannot be pleaded to an 
indictment for a seditious libel (x). 

Of course the law as laid down in Reg, v. Carden is still 
the law for all persons who are not proprietors, editors, or 
persons responsible for the management of a newspaper, 
and it is still the law even for the latter when the charge 
is for publishing a libel in any other manner than in their 
own papers. 

Prior to the passing of the seventh section of Lord The liability of 

the master for 

Campbell's Libel Act, 6 & 7 Vict. c. 96, s. 7, the proprietor the act of the 

servant. 

of a newspaper in which a libellous article had been 
inserted was held to be criminally as well as civilly respon- 
sible for it, although he had never authorized it nor had 
anything to do with its insertion, and whether the editor 
had inserted it by negligence" or wilfully. 

In the case of The King v. Walter (y), in the year 1808, Rex v. Walter. 

. . Lord Kenyon. 

Lord Kenyon " was clearly of opinion that the proprietor 
of a newspaper was answerable criminally for the acts of 
his servants or agents for misconduct in the conducting of 
the paper ; that this was not his opinion only but that of 
Lord Hale, Justice Powell, and Justice Foster, all high 
law authorities, and to which he subscribed. This was 
the old and received law, and was not to be broken in 
upon by any new doctrine upon libeL" 

In the case of Colbwrn v. Patmore (z), in the year 1834, Cotbum v. 
it appeared that the plaintiff Colburn had been convicted 

(x) R. v. Duffy, 2 Cox C. C. 45. 

(y) Rex v. Walter, 3 Esp. 21. 

\z) CoVbum v. Patmore, 1 C. M. & R, 78 ; 4 Tyr. 677. 
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on a criminal information for a libel on a peeress. He 
was the proprietor of the Court Journal, the publication 
in which the libel had been inserted by his editor, the 
defendant Patmore, without Colburn's authority or know- 
ledge, and in violation of the contract between them. He 
was sentenced to pay a fine of £100, and to be imprisoned 
until the fine was paid. He paid the fine and then 
brought an action against his editor for breach of duty in 
inserting the libellous paragraph, alleging that it was 
done without his authority or knowledge, and in violation 
of the contract between them. This allegation was fully 
proved, and a verdict was given for the plaintiff for a sum 
by way of damages which included the £100 penalty. 
A motion was then made to arrest the judgment on the 
ground that the plaintiff was in contemplation of law a 
party to the offence, and one wrong-doer cannot have, in a 
court of law, contribution or redress against another who 
was his accomplice. The judgment was ultimately arrested 
because of a defect in the pleadings, it not being alleged 
that the plaintiff did not sanction the circulation of the 
Journal after he knew of the libel, and so became actual 
" publisher " of the libel. But the case is useful as tending 
to show the state of the law at the time as to the criminal 
liability of the proprietor for the act of his editor, such act 
being without his authority, consent, or knowledge (a). 
Lord Camp- The law as to the criminal liability of the proprietor for 

Act,*i843. the act of his editor, even although he had neither pro- 
fa) See also Rex v. Gutck, 1 Moo. & Hal 437, Lord Tenterden ; and K. 
t. Almoity 5 Burr. 2689. 
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cured the commission of such criminal act by the editor, 
nor incited him to, nor aided him in its commission, nor 
knew that it was about to be committed, has been altered, 
or at any rate modified by the seventh section of Lord 
Campbell's Libel Act, 1843. By that section it is enacted 6 & 7 Vict 

. . . c. 96, s. 7. 

that " whensoever upon the trial of any indictment or in- 
formation for the publication of a libel, under the plea of 
not guilty, evidence shall have been given which shall 
establish a presumptive case of publication against the 
defendant by the act of any other person by his authority, 
it shall be competent to such defendant to prove that such 
publication was made without his authority, consent, or 
knowledge, and that the said publication did not arise 
from want of due care or caution on his part." 

The great case upon the construction of this section is Reg. v. 
The Queen v. Holbrook (b) and others. In this case a 
criminal information had been obtained by J. Howard 
against the defendants R E. G., and A. R Holbrook, the 
proprietors of the Portsmouth Times and Naval Gazette, 
for a libel published in that newspaper. At the trial First trial. 
before Lindley, J., at the Winchester Summer Assizes, 
1877, it appeared that the newspaper was managed by the 
three defendants, who resided at Portsmouth (where the 
paper was published), one of them taking the advertising 
department ; another, R Holbrook, a small share in the 
commercial part of the paper ; and a third, E. G. Holbrook, 

(6) Reg. v. Holbrook, 8 Q. B. D. 60 ; 47 L. J. Q. B. 35 ; 37 L. T. 630 ; 
26 W. R. 144 ; 13 Cox C. C. 650 ; 4 Q. B. D. 42 ; 48 L. J. Q. B. 113 ; 39 
L. T. 636 ; 27 W. R. 813. 
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superintended the financial and printing department. The 
alleged libel, which was in the form of a letter, was inserted 
by Green the editor without the knowledge of the defen- 
dants, one of whom was at the time absent from Ports- 
mouth owing to the illness of a relation. Green was 
himself called for the defence, and stated that he was 
employed by the defendants to edit the literary depart- 
ment of the newspaper, and added, " they," the defendants, 
M leave everything to me." The jury, under the direction 
of the learned judge, found a verdict of guilty against the 
defendants. A rule was obtained for a new trial and made 
absolute. Cockburn, C. J., and Lush, J., said there must 
be a new trial, for upon the true construction of the seventh 
section of Lord Campbell's Libel Act, 6 & 7 Vict. c. 96, s.7, 
the libel was published without the defendants' authority, 
consent, or knowledge, and it was a question for the jury 
whether the publication arose from any want of due care 
and caution on their part. Mellor, J., dissented, on the 
ground that the defendants having for their own benefit 
employed an editor to manage a particular department of 
the newspaper, and given him full discretion as to the 
articles to be inserted in it, must be taken to have con- 
sented to the publication of the libel by him ; that 6 & 7 
Vict. c. 96, s. 7, had no application to the facts proved, and 
that the case was properly withdrawn from the jury. 
Second trial. The second trial took place before Grove, J. The facts 

of the case, as proved at the second trial, did not materially 
differ from those proved at the first. The learned judge 
left it to the jury to say whether the general authority to 
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the editor included an authority to publish the libel com- 
plained of. The jury found all the defendants guilty. A 
rule nisi having been granted, the rule for a new trial was 
made absolute by Cockburn, 0. J. and Lush, J., who held 
that the general authority given to the editor was not per 
86 evidence that the defendants had authorized or con* 
sented to the publication of the libel within the meaning 
of 6 & 7 Vict., c. 96, £. 7, and that, as the learned judge at 
the trial had summed up in terms which might have led 
the jury to suppose that it was, and the jury had appa- 
rently given their verdict on that footing, there must be a 
new trial. Mellor, J., again dissented. 

In the course of his judgment in the second case, Lush, Lush, J. 
J., said, with reference to 6 & 7 Vict. c. 96, s. 7. Although 
the section is wanting in precision, it seems clear that the 
word " publication," wherever it occurs in the section, 
points to the libel and not to the newspaper. The section 
says nothing about newspapers ; it applies to any printed 
or written slander, whether contained in a newspaper, book, 
pamphlet, handbill or letter. What it deals with is the 
libel and nothing more. Again, the clause does not say 
what is to be the effect of proving the negative, but there 
can be as little doubt that it means it to be an entire de- 
fence, entitling the defendant to a verdict and not merely 
to a mitigation of punishment. The effect of it, read by 
the light of previous decisions, and read so as to make it 
remedial, must be that an authority from the proprietor of 
a newspaper to the editor to publish what is libellous is 
no longer to be, as it formerly was, a presumption of law, 
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but a question of fact. Before the Act the only question 
of fact was whether the defendant authorized the publica- 
tion of the paper; now it is whether he authorized the 
publication of the libel. It is true that the production of 
the paper which contains the libel, coupled with proof 
that the defendant is the proprietor, is. primd fade 
evidence that he caused the publication of the libel, and 
the onus is on him to prove the negative. But when he 
has proved that the literary department was intrusted 
entirely to an editor, the question what was the extent of 
the authority which that employment involved, is to be 
tried upon the principle which is applicable to all other 
questions of authority. And, I think, the jury ought to 
be told, in this as in every other case, that criminal inten- 
tion is not to be presumed, but is to be proved, and that 
in the absence of any evidence to the contrary, a person 
who employs another to do a lawful act is to be taken to 
authorize him to do it in a lawful and not in an unlawful 
manner. This is the doctrine which is applied to other 
cases of wrongs done by servants, when it is sought to fix 
with criminal liability the employer, and the statute in- 
tended to place libel upon the same footing in this respect 
as other torts, otherwise the statute has afforded no 
remedy for an admitted anomaly, and the case of Rex v. 
Walter (c), if it occurred to-morrow, must be decided as it 
was in 1808. Although the employer was civilly liable for 
such a wrong, this is not upon the presumption of autho- 
rity but by virtue of the maxim respondeat superior, 

(c) Rex v. Walter, 3 Esp, 21. 
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which on grounds of policy and general convenience puts 
the master in the same position as if he had done the 
wrong himself, a maxim which, as I before observed, 
pertains to civil and not, except in rare instances, to 
criminal liability. I am far from saying that the mere 
appointment of an editor without supervision or control, 
may in some cases, involve an authority to publish libels. 
If the paper was a calumnious paper, its general character 
would negative the ordinary presumption of innocent 
intention, and fairly lead to the inference that the proprie- 
tor authorized the insertion of slanderous articles. But 
that cannot be said of a respectable paper as the one in 
question is admitted to be." 

Cockburn, C. J., in the course of his judgment in the Cockbum, c.j, 
second case, said : " It is to be observed that in both the 
striking cases referred to by my brother Lush, those of 
Rex v. Walter (d), and Colburn v. Patmore (e), as also in 
the case of Rex v. Outch (/), the conduct of the journal 
had been left by the proprietor, as in this case, to the 
management of an editor, while the proprietor, absent at 
a distance, had been ignorant of the fact of the libellous 
matter having been published. It was to meet such cases, 
I cannot doubt, that this section of Lord Campbell's Act 
was directed. It was a remedial Act, and one which, as 
bringing the law into harmony with general principles, 
should receive a liberal interpretation. I think we should 

(d) Bex v. Walter, 3 Esp. 21. 

(«) Colburn v. Patmore, 1 C. M. & R. 73. 

(/) Bex v. Gutdi, 1 Moo. & Mai. 437. 

E 
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be defeating what was intended to be its operation if we 
were to hold that a general authority given to an editor to 
manage the conduct of a public journal involved an autho- 
rity to publish libellous matter, and that a proprietor 
giving such authority still remained criminally liable for a 
libel, without specific authority, express or implied, for 
publishing such libel, or any consent to or knowledge of 
the same on his part." And again, " I have no hesitation 
in saying that where a general authority is given to an 
editor to publish libellous matter at his discretion, it will 
avail a proprietor nothing to show that he had not autho- 
rized the publication of the libel complained of. It is 
equally clear that though in the authority originally given 
to the editor no license to publish libellous matter may 
have been contained, still such an authority may be 
inferred from the conduct of the parties, as for instance, 
from the fact that other libels have been published in the 
paper, which have come to the knowledge of the proprietor 
and without his remonstrance or interference, or the re- 
moval of the editor, from which the assent of the proprietor 
might well be inferred. I therefore do not feel the 
apprehension which has been expressed of the mischief 
which would result from the impunity which newspaper 
proprietors would derive from holding them free from 
criminal responsibility, when they employ an editor with 
general authority to conduct the paper. The impunity 
would quickly cease if they suffered the paper to become 
the vehicle of calumny. There are journals as to which. 
no jury would hesitate to say that the editors were an- 
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thorized by the proprietors to invent or give currency 
to libel Protection is further afforded to individuals 
and the public by the immunity afforded by the statute 
being conditioned on the exercise of due care and caution 
on the part of the proprietor. Many circumstances might 
be held by a jury to amount to the absence of the care 
and caution thus required The employment of an in- 
competent or untrustworthy editor, or one who had before 
been proceeded against for libel ; total omission ever to 
look at the paper to see in what manner it was con- 
ducted, or, as in this very case, the omission, though 
taking part in the publication of the paper, to insist on 
having articles of a doubtful tendency submitted for ap- 
proval, might be deemed by a jury sufficient to disentitle 
a proprietor to the protection of the statute. It must 
always be borne in mind also that it is only on the 
penal responsibility of the proprietor that a limit is thus 
placed. His liability to damages in a civil action 
remains as before. No hardship is, therefore, imposed 
on the individual prosecutor, who in the eye of the law, 
prosecuted, not on his own behalf, but on that of the 
public, and who may still hold the proprietor liable in 
damages, and, if he pleases, prosecute the editor as the 
publisher of the libel." 

The prosecutor died shortly afterwards, so no third 
trial ever took place. 

This section would apply equally in the case of book- Booksellers, 

11 ii i printers, &c, 

sellers, newsagents and other persons who are principals may equally 
where they can show that the act of their agent was selves of this 

rt section. 

E 2 
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Civil remedy 
remains the 



same. 



Persons liable 
for publication 
of defamatory 
matter. 



committed without their authority, consent or knowledge, 
and without want of due care and caution on their 
part (g). 

The civil remedy remains the same and is not affected 
by Lord Campbell's Act, sec. 7. The civil liability of the 
employer is founded on the maxim respondeat superior, 
which on grounds of policy and general convenience puts 
the master in the same position as if he had done the 
wrong himself (A), 

Even although the act of the agent was at the time of 
its commission unauthorized by the principal, yet the prin- 
cipal may by subsequent conduct ratify the act and make 
it his own (i). Omnis ratihabitio retrotrahitur et priori 
mandato cequipdratur. 

Every person connected with the writing, printing, 
publishing or selling or distributing of libellous matter 
will be liable to an action or to be indicted for the 
same. It is no excuse for an agent to plead the com- 
mands of his principal, or the performance of his ordinary 
duties, such pleas will be no defence; Nor can the agent 
or servant recover from his employer damages for any 
loss he may have sustained owing to his having been 
indicted for such libel or had an action brought against 
him (Jc). 

An innocent person, however, who had been made, 



(g) B. v. Dodd, 2 Sens. C. 33 ; B. v. Nutt, Barnard. K. B. 307 ; R. v. 
Abnan, 5 Burr. 2686. 

(h) Lush, J., in Beg. v. H6lbrook % p. 48, sup. 
(i) Harding v. Greening t 1 Moore, 477 ; Holt, 581. 
1c) Merryweather v. Nixan, 2 Smith's Leading Cases, 527. 
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unknown to himself, the instrument of publication of 
libellous matter, would not be liable,- either civilly or 
criminally. In Day v: Bream (I), it was decided 'that a 
porter, who in the course of his business delivers parcels 
containing libellous handbills, is not liable in an action 
for libel, if he be shown to be ignorant of the contents 
of the parcels. Patteson, J., in summing up, left it for 
the jury to say whether the defendant delivered the 
parcels in the course of his business without any know- 
ledge of the contents, if so to find for him, observing, 
that primd facie he was answerable, inasmuch as he had 
in fact delivered and put into publication the libels 
complained of, and was therefore called upon to show 
his ignorance of the contents. 

In the case of Parkes v. Prescott (m), P. was chairman Parkes ▼. 
of, and £. was present at, a meeting of a board of guar- 
dians on an occasion when there was a discussion concerning 
the plaintiff's conduct, in the course of which defamatory 
statements concerning him were made. Reporters for the 
local press attended the meeting in the ordinary discharge 
of their duty. E., during the proceedings, said " he hoped 
the local press would take notice of this very scandalous 
case," and requested the chairman to give an outline of it. 
The chairman complied, and in the course of his statement 



(l) Day v. Bream, 2 Moo. & Rob. 54. Another example would be that 
of a postman delivering a letter containing defamatory matter. 

(m) Parkes v. Prescott, 4 L. R. Exch. 169 ; 38 L. J. Exch. 105 ; 17 
W. R. 773 ; 20 L. T. N. S. 537, Exch. Cham. And see also Reg. v. 
Cooper, 8 Q. B. 533 j 15 L. J. Q. B. 206 ; Adams v. Kelly, Ry. & Mood. 
157. 
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said, " I am glad gentlemen of the press are in the room, 
and I hope they will take notice of it" £. added, "and so 
do V The chairman farther expressed a hope that 
publicity would be given to the matter. A correct but 
condensed summary of the proceedings, containing matter 
defamatory of the plaintiff was afterwards inserted in two 
local newspapers. An action for libel was thereupon 
brought against E. and P. The declaration charged them 
with publishing the report in question, which was set out 
verbatim. The judge directed a verdict to be entered for 
them, being of opinion that there was no evidence of the 
publication by them of the libels complained of : — Held, a 
misdirection. It was decided by Smith, Keating and 
Hannen, JJ., that, Where a man makes a request to 
another to publish defamatory matter, of which for the 
purpose he gives him a statement, whether in full or in 
outline, and the agent publishes that matter, adhering to 
the sense and substance of it, although the language 
is to some extent his own, the man making the request is 
liable as the publisher. By Byles, J., There is a great 
difference between the authority which will make a man 
liable criminally for the acts of his agent and that which 
will make him liable civilly. A principal is not civilly 
liable unless the agent's authority is by the agent duly 
pursued, but the principal may be criminally liable though 
the agent has deviated very widely from his authority. 

Having examined at some length the law of libel as 
applied to newspaper proprietors, editors, printers, «fcc, 
prior to the Act of 1881, having treated of that law with 
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reference to the reports of proceedings in Courts of Justice, 
and in both Houses of Parliament, also with reference to 
the reports of proceedings at public meetings, having 
touched upon the various sections of Lord Campbell's 
Libel Act, the general rules as to comment and criticism, 
the admission of justificatory evidence before a court of 
summary jurisdiction, and the criminal liability of the 
proprietor of a newspaper for the act of his subordinate, 
we now pass to the consideration of th& Newspaper Libel 
and Registration Act, which will be more clearly compre- 
hended and its advantages better understood by combining 
with such consideration, a knowledge of the law as it 
existed previous to that statute. 



THE 



NEWSPAPER LIBEL AND REGISTRATION 

ACT, 1881. 

44 & 45 Vict. c. 60. 



An Act to amend the Law of Newspaper Libel, and to 
provide for the Registration of Newspaper Proprietors. 



Short title. This Act may for all purposes be cited as the News- 

paper libel and Registration Act, 1881. 

Be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Interpretation. 1. In the construction of this Act, unless there is any- 
thing in the subject or context repugnant thereto, the 
several words and phrases hereinafter mentioned shall 
have and include the meanings following; (that is to 
say,) 

Registrar. The word " registrar " (a) shall mean in England the 

registrar for the time being of joint stock companies or 
such person as the Board of Trade may for the time being 



Present 
registrar. 



(a) The present Registrar of Joint Stock Companies is John S. Parcel), 
Esq., Inland Revenue, Somerset House, W.C. The Assistant Registrar 
for Ireland, Augustus H. Wyatt, Esq., Inland Revenue, Custom Housr, 
Dublin. 



!(• 
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authorise in that behalf, and in Ireland the assistant- 
registrar for the time being of joint stock companies for 
Ireland, or such person as the Board of Trade may for 
the time being authorise in that behalf. 

The phrase "registry office" shall mean the principal Registry 

office. 

office for the time being of the registrar in England or 
Ireland, as the case may be, or such other office as the 
Board of Trade may from time to time appoint. 

The word " newspaper" shall mean any paper contain- Newspaper, 
ing public news, intelligence or occurrences, or any remarks 
or observations therein printed for sale, and published in 
England or Ireland periodically, or in parts or numbers 
at intervals not exceeding twenty-six days between the 
publication of aiiy two such papers, parts or numbers. 

Also any paper printed in order to be dispersed and 
made public weekly or oftener, or at intervals not exceed- 
ing twenty-six days, containing only or principally ad- 
vertisements. 

The word <c occupation " when applied to any person Occupation, 
shall mean his trade or following, and if none, then his 
rank or usual title as esquire, gentleman. 

The phrase "place of residence" shall include the Place of 

. residence. 

street, square, or place where the person to whom it refers 
shall reside, and the number (if any) or other designation 
of the house in which he shall so reside. 

The word "proprietor " shall mean and include as well Proprietor, 
the sole proprietor of any newspaper, as also in the case 
of a divided proprietorship, the persons who as partners 
or otherwise, represent and are responsible for any share 
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Newspaper 
reports of 
certain 
meetings 
privileged. 



or interest in the newspaper as between themselves and 
the persons in like manner representing or responsible for 
the other shares or interests therein, and no other person. 
2. Any report published in any newspaper of the pro- 
ceedings of a public meeting shall be privileged, if such 
meeting was lawfully convened for a lawful purpose and 
open to the public, and if such report was fair and 
accurate, and published without malice, and if the publica- 
tion of the matter complained of was for the public benefit; 
provided always that the protection intended to be afforded 
by this section shall not be available as a defence in any 
proceeding, if the plaintiff or prosecutor can show that the 
defendant has refused to insert in the newspaper in which 
the report containing the matter complained of appeared 
a reasonable letter or statement of explanation or contra- 
diction by or on behalf of such plaintiff or prosecutor. 



Object of s. 2. 



Privilege con- 
ferred by 
section con- 
ditional. 



The object of this clause is to enlarge the number of privi- 
leged occasions upon which a newspaper may publish defa- 
matory matter. As we have already seen (6), articles in 
newspapers commenting upon matters of public interest, if 
written bond fide and not passing beyond fair and proper 
comment, were privileged, but doubts were still entertained 
as to how far reports of the proceedings of publie assemblies 
which contained defamatory matter were privileged, and this 
section was passed for the purpose of setting at rest the doubts 
upon that subject. 

It must be noticed, however, that although by this section 
the reports of the proceedings at a public meeting are privi- 
leged, the privilege is conditional on the newspaper proprietor 
inserting in the newspaper a letter or statement of explana- 

{b) See previous chapter, under head of " Public Meetings, p. 26." 
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tion or contradiction addressed to the proprietor or editor by 
the party complaining of the defamatory publication. 

This section does not take away from a newspaper pro- Section 2 does 
prietor any defence which he might have by reason of the JefendanVof 
public meeting being such as was privileged by the decisions any defence 
of the Courts prior to this Act. If, therefore, a proprietor of £^ ble *£* 
a newspaper should refuse to insert such contradiction or ex- of this Act. 
planation in respect of any publication which was privileged 
before this Act he would still have a complete answer to the 
action or proceedings, if the publication was bond fide. The fact 
of the proprietor or editor refusing to put in such reasonable 
letter or statement of explanation or contradiction might be 
some evidence of want of bona fides or of improper feeling on 
the part of the proprietor or manager : but if the jury should 
be of opinion that the publication, notwithstanding the refusal, 
was made bond fide, a defence to the action would be estab- 
lished ; whereas, if the proprietor or manager of a newspaper 
has to rely upon this section to make out the defence of privi- 
leged communication, a refusal to insert such reasonable letter 
or statement of explanation or contradiction would be fatal to 
the defence, however honest may have been the conduct of the 
proprietor or manager in publishing the report of proceedings 
at a public meeting. Of course, if proceedings are taken 
without any request to insert contradiction or explanation, the 
privilege is clear. 

It would seem that the meeting must not only be convened Meeting mast 
for a lawful purpose, but that it must be called in methods convened. y 
prescribed by law wherever such conditions have been so pre- 
scribed* If, therefore, a meeting could only be called by 
notice being given that such meeting was about to be held, 
and if a certain amount of time must elapse between 
such notice and the day upon which the meeting is to take 
place, or, if it be necessary that the fact of the meeting being 
about to be held be advertised in the Gazette, in any of these 
and like cases the conditions must be strictly complied with, 
or the meeting will not be lawfully convened. The proprietor 
or manager of a newspaper should, therefore, obtain correct 
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trance. Bnt a meeting to which all the electors of a borough 
are invited to hear the address of a Member of Parliament 
who intends to give an account of his Parliamentary conduct, 
would be deemed a public meeting within the Act. 
Lectures. The question as to whether a lecture is a public meeting 

seems to depend entirely upon the circumstances under which 
it is given. A lecture given to the public free of charge, and 
to which they are freely admitted without reference to their 
opinions would be within this section. Even if a small charge 
was made for admission, so long as the amount was so small 
as not to prevent the general public from being present, the 
meeting would still be one which would confer the privilege. 
But, as previously remarked, if the charge of admission be of 
such a degree as to amount to more than the ordinary ex- 
penses, and thus to practically exclude the general public, the 
meeting would not be deemed a public one, and as lectures 
generally are not given either free of charge or for a small 
entrance fee, it may be assumed that, as a rule, they do not 
come within the Act. 

All these suggestions are given in order that a manager or 

proprietor may not assume that this section affords him 

greater protection than it actually does. 

Town councils, The question whether meetings of town councils, boards of 

&c - guardians, local boards, school-boards, and other representative 

bodies of a like character, are public meetings, is one of some 
difficulty to decide. Can they be said to be " open to the 
public P " The public, if admitted at all, are admitted upon 
sufferance, and are not allowed to take any part whatever in 
the proceedings, and can be excluded at any moment. It 
would seem, therefore, that it rests with the representative 
bodies themselves whether the meeting is open to the public 
or not. If the public are excluded the meeting cannot be 
said to be " open to the public," and therefore not fulfilling 
one of the necessary qualifications prescribed by the Act ; any 
report of such meeting would not be privileged under this 
section, and the only defences available would be any defence 
which could have been set up prior to the passing of the Act. 
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The law upon this subject has been stated previously (c). 
Where, however, the public are freely admitted, it would 
appear that the meeting would fulfil the necessary qualifica- 
tions, and would be a public meeting within the Act. 

This seems to be the most reasonable way to decide this 
question. The late Lord Chief Justice Cockburn, in Purcell v. p U rcdl r. 
Bowler (d), said, " Take the case of the Common Council of SowUr. 
the City of London, or of some other of our great cities. Cockburn, C.J. 
Strong language may be used in such assemblies in discus- 
sions on matters of great local importance, and the characters 
or actions of private persons may be impugned or assailed ; 
and I should be very sorry to lay it down decisively that the 
deliberations of public bodies of that kind might not be fully 
reported, though containing matter defamatory of private in- 
dividuals. ... It is quite clear that a boardof guardians need 
not deliberate in public ; they may close their doors if they 
please, or they may admit the publio and the reporters. It seems 
to me that if they had known that charges were about to be 
made which might seriously affect the prospects and position 
of a private individual, it would have been proper for them to 
have closed their doors. ... It is clear that if someone chooses 
to send an account of what has passed at a private meeting as 
to a private individual to the newspaper, and the newspaper 
chooses to publish it, an action would lie against the newspaper 
for doing so. . . • Preliminary inquiries into the conduct of in- 
dividuals are not privileged occasions. The same principle 
applies to the present case, for these are not occasions on 
which the board are called upon to sit in public, or to cause 
their proceedings to be known to the publio. They ought to 
exercise a proper discretion, and to sit with closed doors 
when necessary ; and I am of opinion that if the board does 
not exercise this discretion, the newspaper ought to do so, 
and ought not to publish ex parte statements made at a 

(e) See ante, page 26. 

{d) Purcell v. Sowler, 46 L. J. 0. P. 312 ; 2 C. P. D. 215 ; 25 W. R. 
362 : 36 L. T. 416. 
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creditors. 



Parsons v. 
Surgey. 



Lawless*. 
The Anglo- 
Egyptian, dec 



private meeting which are defamatory of any particular 
person " (e). 

. It would seem that meetings of companies under the Com- 
panies Acts and meetings of creditors under the Bankruptcy 
Act are not public meetings within this section ; the same 
remarks apply to these cases as to those with which we have 
just dealt. At these meetings, from the very nature of the 
proceedings, statements affecting the credit, character, and 
reputation of persons are frequently made. It would be a 
very serious thing if such statements were to be freely pub- 
lished and circulated, and such a course would ultimately lead 
to a restraint being placed upon that freedom of discussion 
which is so essential to meetings of that character. 

In Par sons v. Surgey (f) it was decided as follows: — A 
shareholder of a railway company having summoned a meet- 
ing of shareholders, to which he invited others, and especially 
the reporters for the public press, to attend, and at this meet- 
ing made defamatory comments on the conduct of the plain- 
tiff — one of the directors — relating to the affairs of the com- 
pany. It was held, that though a discussion of the matter 
before a meeting of shareholders would have been excused, 
there was no excuse for a publication to others than share- 
holders (g). 

Lawless v. The Anglo-Egyptian Cotton and Oil Company (h) , 
decided the following point. The plaintiff was- the agent of 
the defendants, a trading company, and it was part of his 
duty to furnish them with an account of his transactions, to 
enable them to prepare the balance-sheet for the inspection of 
the shareholders. This balance-sheet was prepared and duly 
referred to the auditors, who reported that there was a defi- 



(e) Purcell v. Sowler, 46 L. J. C. P. 312 ; 2 C. P. D. 215 ; 25 W. R. 
362 ; 36 L. T. 416. 

(/) Parsons v. Surgey, 4 F. & F. 247. 

(g) Parsons v. Surgey, 4 F. k F. 247. See also Davis v. Cutbush, 1 F. 
& F. 487. 

(h) Lawless v. The Anglo-Egyptian Cotton and Oil Company, 38 L. J. 
Q. B. 130 ; 4 L. R. Q. B. 262 ; 17 W. R. 498 ; 10 B. & S. 226. 
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ciency, for which the plaintiff was responsible, and that his 
accounts had been badly kept. There was evidence that an 
explanation had been offered to the auditors which they had 
disregarded ; but no evidence that the directors had any 
knowledge of this explanation. The directors, after laying 
the accounts before a general meeting of the shareholders, 
caused a letter containing the part of the report which affected 
the character of the plaintiff to be printed and forwarded to 
the absent shareholders : — Held, first that this letter was pub- 
lished on a privileged occasion, as it was the duty of the de- 
fendants to communicate to all the shareholders any part of 
the report of the auditors which materially affected the 
accounts of the company ; secondly, that there was no intrinsic 
or extrinsic evidence of malice to be left to the jury, as the 
report of the auditors was published without comment, and 
the explanation offered to the auditors did not come before 
the defendants ; and that causing the letter to be printed was 
a reasonable and necessary mode of publishing it to the absent 
shareholders (i). 

The report must be fair and accurate, calculated to impress Th e report 
any person reading it with the real state of the case. Errors must ** fair 
and inaccuracies may occasionally creep in, but if on the whole 
the report is fairly representative of what passed at the meet- 
ing it will be entitled to the privilege. The report should 
simply consist of an unbiassed and impartial account of what 
really occurred, it need not be necessarily " verbatim ; " but if 
it be an abridged report, it should correspond in all material 
particulars with what was actually said at the meeting. It 
should not be published in such a manner as to prejudice any 
individual by unfair omissions or incorrect insertions (k). 
The newspaper proprietor or manager does not require the 
aid of this section to entitle him to merely describe the pro- 
ceedings of an unlawful assembly, and the general character 
and conduct of persons at such assembly. 

(i) Lawless v. Anglo-Egyptian Cotton and Oil Company, 38 L. J. Q. B. 
130 ; 4 L. R. Q. B. 262 ; 17 W. R. 498 ; 10 B. & S. 226. 
(&) Street v. Licensed Viclicallers' Society, 22 W. R. 653. 

r 
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The report The report must be published without malice ; if it can be 

Hshed witho* t 8 ^ own * na * * ne rap 01 ** though accurate was published mali- 
malice. ciously, the privilege does not attach, and the publisher is 

liable. If the plaintiff can prove that the primary object of 
the publication of the report was to expose him to public 
ridicule, hatred, and contempt, and that the desire to give 
information to the public was only a secondary consideration, 
then the fact that the report was fair and accurate will be no 
defence. The present Master of the Bolls in the case of 
Stevens v. Sampson (I) said, " We must take this verdict to 
mean that the defendant did not send the report merely for 
the purpose of furnishing the public with information in 
respect of matters on which they ought to be informed, but 
that he sent it with a certain amount of malice in the sense 
that he desired to injure the plaintiff by sending it. It seems 
to me that whenever privilege is relied upon in answer to an 
action for libel, the defendant is bound to prove, first, that the 
occasion of publishing the libel was privileged ; and secondly, 
that he used the occasion in the privileged way. He must 
show that he used the occasion bond fide, and without malice. 
If he fails to show that, he fails to show that he used the 
occasion in a privileged way. If a report in a newspaper or 
elsewhere is on a subject of general interest to the public, the 
occasion of publishing it is privileged, but the defendant must 
still show that he used it in the privileged way. The report 
must be a correct one, it must be made bond fide, but it is not 
sufficient merely to prove that ; he must also show that the 
• report was made without malice in fact (m). 

Where the occasion upon which the libel was published, 
was not a privileged occasion, then the question of malice 

9 

(I) Stevens v. Sampson, 49 L. J. Q. B. 122 ; 5 Ex. D. 553 ; 49 L. J. Ex. 
120 ; 44 J. P. 217 ; 28 W. R. 87 ; 41 L. T. 782. 

(m) Malice is of two kinds — malice in law, or legal malice ; and malice 
in fact, or actual or express malice. " Malice in law is that wrongful 
intention which the law always presumes as accompanying a wrongful act, 
without any proof of malice in fact. This, of course, may be rebutted t>y 
the circumstances of the case." See Bayley, J., in Bromage v. Prosser, 4 
B. & C. 255. Malice in fact is a wrong feeling in the mind, ill-will, hatred, 
anger, indeed malice in the popular acceptation of the term. 
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does not arise as it is presumed to exist, and the plaintiff need 
not prove its existence. But where the occasion npon which 
the libel was published was privileged, which rebuts the pre- 
sumption of the existence of malice, there being therefore no 
malice in law, malice in fact must be proved to exist by the 
plaintiff (n). 

The defendant must prove that the publication of the Thepublica- 
matter complained of was for the public benefit. The report ^SlSrt bf to 
will not be privileged, even although the meeting should be the public 
for the public benefit, and the proceedings and speeches on l* 116 "** 
the whole also for the public benefit, unless it was for the 
public benefit that the defamatory matter should be made 
known. It should always be remembered that if the defama- 
tory matter be true, an answer exists in point of law in any 
civil proceedings, and in any criminal proceedings, if such 
defamatory matter be true, and if it is for the public good 
that it should be made known. Under this Act, however, a 
jury may have to consider for the first time, whether it was 
for the public benefit that untrue defamatory matter should 
be published. It is comparatively easy to decide that true 
defamatory matter was disclosed for the public benefit, but it 
is not so easy to determine whether it was for the publio 
benefit that untrue defamatory matter should be published. 
The distinction which it is desired to make may be thus 
presented : a newspaper publishes of a medical man that he 
has been guilty of ill-treating patients in a ward of a work- 
house or a hospital. An action is brought against the news- 
paper for publishing such accusation. If it be proved that 
the accusation is true, the publisher is entitled to judgment. 
If the publisher is indicted, and the truth of the accusation is 
proved to the jury, they would have no hesitation in finding 
that it was for the public good that it should be made known ; 
but if such an accusation is altogether groundless, it is difficult 
to see how on a whole review of all the consequences it 
can be for the public benefit that such accusation should be 

(n) Clarke v. Afolyncux, 3 Q. B. D. 237 ; 26 W. R. 104 ; 37 L. T. 694 ; 
47 L. J. Q. B. 237 ; 14 Cox, C. C. 10 ; 36 L. T. 466. 

F 2 
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section. Apart from the privileges which the press enjoyed 
previous to the passing of this Act, and which are fully given 
in the previous chapter, little advantage has been gained. 

No prosecution 3. No criminal prosecution shall be commenced 

for newspaper 

libel without against any proprietor, publisher, editor, or any person 

the fiat of 

the Director of responsible for the publication of a newspaper, for any 

Public 

Prosecutions, libel published therein, without the written fiat or allow- 
ance of the Director of Public Prosecutions in England or 
Her Majesty's Attorney-General in Ireland being first had 
and obtained. 



Discretionary 
power placed 
in Public 
Prosecutor. 



Ex parte 
Hurler. 



This section places a discretionary power in the Director 
of Public Prosecutions. He is not called upon to decide 
whether there has been a libel published or not, but assuming 
a libel to have been published, the Director of Public Prose- 
cutions must decide whether it is a proper case for a criminal 
prosecution, or whether in his judgment the civil remedy can 
afford adequate satisfaction. Although he may consider the 
matter complained of to be defamatory, he is not as a matter 
of course to issue his fiat or allowance for a prosecution. He 
is to exercise his judgment as to the propriety of permitting 
criminal proceedings to be taken, and although he may be of 
opinion that the matter complained of is defamatory, yet he 
may think that the libel is of such a trivial and unimportant 
character as not to justify harassing a person with a criminal 
prosecution. He may also consider the time which has 
elapsed, the conduct of the complainant, and any other cir- 
cumstances which lead him to think that criminal proceedings 
are inappropriate. If on a review of all the circumstances he 
be of opinion that a criminal prosecution can alone afford a 
remedy, he will issue his fiat ; but if he think that damages 
will be a sufficient compensation, then he will refuse so to do. 

In Ex parte Hurter (<j), an application was made to the 
Queen's Bench for a mandamus to compel the Director of 
Public Prosecutions to issue his fiat to Messrs. Hubert Hurter 

(q) Er parte Hurter ) Tho Law Times, vol. 74, p. 229. 
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and Son, to prosecute the publisher of a German newspaper, 
for asserting in revenge, as was alleged, for their ceasing to 
advertise in his columns, that their beer was adulterated. 
The Director of Public Prosecutions had refused leave because 
he was of opinion that a civil action would meet all the 
requirements of the case. It was argued that there was no 
discretion in the matter, but that the Director of Public 
Prosecutions was bound to issue his fiat if it were shown that 
a libel had been published. Pollock, B., and Manisty, J., 
refused to grant the mandamus, and held that the Director of 
Public Prosecutions had a discretionary power. 

The question has arisen whether this section includes Crimina 
criminal informations. It has been decided that it does not, informatlOM - 
and that in order to proceed by way of criminal information, 
the fiat of the Director of Public Prosecutions is not 
necessary. 

In Beg. v. Yates (r), a criminal information was filed at the Beg. v. Yates. 
instance of the Earl of Lonsdale against Mr. Edmund Yates, 
for a libel on the Earl published in the " World." The infor- 
mation had been filed without first obtaining the fiat of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions under this section. It ap- 
peared that the Director of Public Prosecutions had been 
applied to for his fiat and had declined to give it ; not be- 
cause he at all disapproved of the prosecution, but because 
he did not think that the enactment applied to criminal 
informations for libel, which are at the discretion of the 
Court, but only to prosecutions instituted by the party him- 
self of his own motion. The point was not taken on the 
application for the information, and the rule was made abso- 
lute and the information filed. An attempt was made to 
raise the point (which had been previously raised in Beg. v. 
Labouchere), by a motion to take the information off the file 

(r) 15 Cox, C. C. 272 ; 52 L. J. 778 ; L. R. 10 Q. B. D. 750. Beg. v. 
Labouchere, 50 L. T. N. S. 177 ; 12 Q. B. D. 320. The fact that an 
applicant for a criminal information is a non-resident foreigner is a cogent 
argument against the granting of the same, although not a conclusive one. 
The weight of authority is in favour of the defence, that the subject of the 
libel is dead. (The Duke of Vallombrosds Case.) 
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as improperly allowed to be filed. The matter on account of its 
importance was argued before five judges, and it was decided by 
Mathew, Field and Denman, JJ., that the third section of the 
Newspaper Libel and Registration Act of 1881, does not apply 
to criminal informations filed by order of the Court. From this 
decision the two other judges, Coleridge, L.C. J., and Hawkins, 
J., dissented. This decision is at present under appeal (*). 
It would seem that the opinion of the majority of the judges 
is correct. The object of the section was to prevent indi- 
viduals taking proceedings at their mere will against a 
newspaper proprietor or manager for libel, and it was 
intended that in cases where an individual could take 
proceedings criminally without the sanction or permis- 
sion of any other person, the sanction of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions should be obtained. In England, in 
the case of criminal informations the publisher or manager of 
a newspaper is not harassed and annoyed without the sanction 
of the most competent tribunal that it is possible to form. ; in 
former days the sanction of the Court of Queen's Bench, and 
since the abolition of that Court, the sanction of the judges 
of the High Court of Justice has been essential to proceedings 
by way of criminal information. Jn the matter of sanction, 
therefore, there was nothing to require redress where a person 
proceeded by way of criminal information. It would seem 
absurd to suppose, without express words, that as the Act did 
not take away the power of the judges to grant criminal 
informations for libel, the exercise of their jurisdiction was 
not to come into play until the Director of Public Prose- 
cutions gave the Court permission to consider whether a 
criminal information should be filed. If the sanction of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions is to come into play after 
the decision of the judges, it seems still more absurd that 
their decision should be capable of being reversed by an official 

(«) See Law Times., Dec. 15th, 1883. Mr. Yates was sentenced to four 
months' imprisonment on April 2nd, 1884, but judgment was respited 
pending an application to the Attorney-General for his fiat for a writ of 
error to raise a question upon the record. See Daily News, Thursday, 
April 3rd, 1884. 



\ 
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before whom no argument could take place. The decision 
may be sustained in another way, apart from the question of 
whether there was an intention on the part of the legislature 
to interfere with criminal informations. If this section applies, 
the jurisdiction of the High Court to grant criminal informa- 
tions, if not taken away, is to a large extent modified and 
impaired. It is a rule that the jurisdiction of a Court shall 
not be taken away except by express words or necessary 
implication. There are no express words, and the necessary 
implication, if it exists, can only be from the use of the words 
"criminal prosecution." Have the words " criminal prosecu- 
tion " then always been used so as to include on all occasions 
criminal informations. Certainly not. The words " criminal 
prosecution" have been used to denote proceedings before 
magistrates, and by presenting a bill to a grand jury as 
opposed to criminal informations ; it may be that on some 
occasions the words have been used to include all criminal 
proceedings, whether by information or before a magistrate. 
The words " criminal prosecution" therefore, have two dis- 
parate meanings, a wider meaning in which it may include 
criminal information, and a narrower in which criminal prose- 
cutions stand co-ordinated with criminal informations. There 
is nothing in the Act to show that the word was used in the 
wider sense ; there is every reason to believe that it was used 
in the narrower sense, and that sense fully meets that griev- 
ance which it was desired by the Act to redress. It appears, 
therefore, that criminal informations are not necessarily im- 
plied by the phrase " criminal prosecution," and the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court remains untouched. 

It may be noticed that this section only applies to prosecu- Section only 
tions against newspaper proprietors, editors, &c, for libels ofnewspapeT 68 
published in their newspapers, and does not affect the proce- libel, 
dure in cases between ordinary individuals. 

4. A Court of summary jurisdiction upon the hearing Inquiry by 

court of sum- 

of a charge against a proprietor, publisher, or editor, or mary jurisdic- 
any person responsible for the publication of a newspaper, libel being for 
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public benefit 
or being true. 



for a libel published therein, may receive evidence as to 
the publication being for the public benefit, and as to the 
matters charged in the libel being true, and as to the report 
being fair and accurate, and published without malice, and 
as to any matter which, under this or any other Act, or 
otherwise, might be given in evidence by way of defence 
by the person charged on his trial on indictment, and the 
court, if of opinion after hearing such evidence that there 
is a strong or probable presumption that the jury on the 
trial would acquit the person charged may dismiss the case. 



Object of 
section. 



The object of this section is to enable a magistrate, where 
a newspaper proprietor is charged with the offence of pub- 
lishing a libel, to receive and hear snch evidence as would be 
admissible on the trial of an indictment for the libel, and to 
enable him, if he should be of opinion that such evidence, if 
believed, would end in an acquittal, to dismiss the case. Before 
this section, as we have seen (£), when the publication of the 
libel was proved to the satisfaction of the magistrate, or a 
jprimd facie case had been made out, it was his duty to commit 
for trial, and he had no jurisdiction to receive or hear evidence 
by way of defence. 

This rule will remain the same in all cases except where the 
charge is against the proprietor, editor, or person responsible 
for the publication of a newspaper. 

By this section a line of defence is permissible which before 
the Act would have been held inadmissible. Firstly, it can 
be alleged that the occasion is privileged; secondly, that, 
apart from privilege, the matter complained of is true, and 
that it is for the public good that it should be made known ; 
thirdly, it can be urged that it is wholly improbable that a 
jury would convict upon the evidence adduced. This was 



t) See previous chapter, p. 35. 
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illustrated in the recent prosecution of the comic paper "Judy," 
before Mr. Alderman Knight, at the Mansion Honse (u). In 
that case, although no evidence was called, it was argued that 
the alleged libel was 4 true, and that it was for the public 
benefit that it should be published, and also that it was wholly 
improbable that a jury would convict. All these considera- 
tions are made matters upon which the magistrate on the first 
inquiry may form an opinion and determine to commit or dis- 
miss the summons. The words of the section would also seem 
to impose upon the magistrate the duty of hearing evidence 
upon all such matters as would constitute privilege within 
sect. 2 of this Act. A magistrate does not sit to hear and 
determine, except where he is exercising summary jurisdic- 
tion, but only to see whether there are reasonable grounds for 
putting a man upon his trial. It would seem, therefore, that 
under this section a magistrate, where there is any substantial 
conflict of evidence, would abstain from dismissing the case. 
If, however, the evidence is clearly preponderating, and there 
is no reason to doubt that a jury would act upon the evidence 
brought forward by the accused, the magistrate ought not to 
refrain from exercising the discretion conferred upon him by 
this section. 

The framers of this clause were not very happy in the use 
of the words "probable presumption" but, taken with the other 
word qualifying presumption, the word " strong" it would 
seem that it was intended that the magistrate was only to act 
where he is convinced beyond all reasonable doubt that unless 
the evidence before him be altered an acquittal must ensue. 
If the guilt or innocence of the accused depends upon the 
credibility of witnesses, the magistrate would do well to send 
the case for trial. 

It is to be noticed that this section only applies to cases Section only 
where the charge is against a proprietor, publisher, or editor, a PP lies to caseH 

ui 1X6 ^r B pckp© r 

or any person responsible for the publication of a newspaper, libel. 
and not to a prosecution against an ordinary individual. 

(u) Law Times, Nov. 17th, 1883. 
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Provision as to 5. If a Court of summary jurisdiction, upon the hearing 

Bumn 
victic 
libel. 



summary con- 
viction for of a charge against a proprietor, publisher, editor, or any 



person responsible for the publication of a newspaper, for 
a libel published therein, is of opinion that though the 
person charged is shown to have been guilty, the libel was 
of a trivial character, and that the offence may be 
adequately punished by virtue of the powers of this section, 
the Court shall cause the charge to be reduced into writing 
and read to the person charged, and then address a ques- 
tion to him to the following effect : — " Do you desire to be 
tried by a jury, or do you consent to the case being dealt 
with summarily ? " and, if such person assents to the case 
being dealt with summarily, the Court may summarily 
convict him and adjudge him to pay a fine not exceeding 
fifty pounds. 
42 & 43 Vic Section twenty-seven of the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 

c 49. 

1879, shall, so far as is consistent with the tenor thereof, 
apply to every such proceeding as if it were herein enacted 
and extended to Ireland, and as if the Summary Juris- 
11 & 12 Vic. diction Acts were therein referred to instead of the Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction Act, 1848. 

This section confers even greater powers upon the magis- 
trate than the preceding one, for, while the fourth section 
renders evidence in justification of the libel admissible before 
him and also enables him in his discretion to dismiss the case, 
the fifth section empowers the magistrate, where he is of 
opinion that the libel is of a trivial character, to deal with, the 
case summarily. 

This section only applies, however, where the publication of 
the libel is proved to the satisfaction of the magistrate, and 
the accused does not set up the defence of privilege, or of the 



c. 43. 
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truth of the defamatory matter, and the publication being for 
the pnblio benefit. Then the magistrate may, if he thinks 
the libel trivial, exercise the powers given him nnder this 
section. The matter complained of, however, must clearly be 
a libel, for, unless the matter be such as clearly to tend to 
bring the complainant into public hatred, contempt, or ridi- 
cule, he ought, apart from this section, to dismiss the case. 
This section can only apply, therefore, where the matter com- 
plained of is clearly defamatory, but yet of such a character 
that a fine will be an appropriate remedy. Before the magis- 
trate, therefore, can fine under this section, he must be clearly 
satisfied that the matter complained of is defamatory. It is 
unfortunate that the word " trivial 99 was used, because it may 
lead, in some cases, the magistrate to regard that as a libel 
which otherwise he would not have done but for the words of 
this section. It is to be noticed that this section only applies 
upon the hearing of a charge against a proprietor, publisher, 
editor, or any person responsible for the publication of a news- 
paper for a libel published therein. 

The party charged always has it in his power to prevent 
the case being dealt with summarily, as the magistrate has no 
summary jurisdiction until the consent of the party charged 
has been given to that effect. 

The twenty-seventh section of the Summary Jurisdiction The Summary 
Act, 1879, is to apply to summary proceedings under this sec- ^Jgli 011 
tion as if it were herein enacted and extended to Ireland, and 42 & 43 Vic 
as if the Summary Jurisdiction Act were therein referred to c. 49, s. 27. 
instead of the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848. The twenty- 
seventh section referred to is as follows : — 

" Where an indictable offence is under the circumstances 
in this Act mentioned authorized to be dealt with sum- 
marily, — 

" (1.) The procedure shall, until the Court assume the 
power to deal with such offence summarily, be the 
same in all respects as if the offence were to be 
dealt with throughout as an indictable offence, but 
when and so soon as the Court assume the power 
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to deal with such offence summarily, the proce- 
dure shall be the same from and after that period, 
as if the offence were an offence punishable on 
summary conviction and not on indictment, and 
the provisions of the Acts relating to offences 
punishable on summary conviction shall apply ac- 
cordingly; and, 

" (2.) The evidence of any witness taken before the Court 
assumed the said power need not be taken again, 
but every such witness shall, if the defendant so 
require it, be recalled for the purpose of cross- 
examination; and 

" (3.) The conviction for any such offence shall be of the 
same effect as a conviction for the offence on in- 
dictment . . . ; and 

" (4.) Where the Court have assumed the power to deal 
with the case summarily, and dismiss the informa- 
tion, they shall, if required, deliver to the person 
charged a copy certified under their hands of the 
order of such dismissal, and such dismissal shall 
be of the same effect as an acquittal on a trial on 
indictment for the offence ; and 

" (5.) The conviction shall contain a statement, either as to 
the plea of guilty of an adult, or in the case of a 
child as to the consent or otherwise of his parent 
or guardian, and in the case of any other person 
of the consent of such person, to be tried by a 
Court of Summary Jurisdiction ; and 

" (6.) The order of dismissal shall be transmitted to and 
filed by the clerk of the peace in like manner as 
the conviction is required by the Summary Juris- 
diction Act, 1848, to be transmitted and filed, and 
together with the order of dismissal or the con- 
viction, as the case may be, there shall be trans- 
mitted to and filed by such clerk in each, case the 
written charge, the depositions of the witnesses, 
and the statement, if any, of the accused.'' 
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6. Every libel or alleged libel, and every offence 22 & 23 Vic. 
under this Act shall be deemed to be an offence piicable to thu 
within and subject to the provisions of the Act of the 
session of the twenty-second and twenty-third years of 
the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter seventeen, 
intituled "An Act to prevent vexatious indictments for 
certain misdemeanours." 

This section adds " every libel, or alleged libel, and every 
offence tinder this Act," to the list of offences which are in- 
cluded within the Vexatious Indictments Act. By that Act ^ e . Vexatious 
it is enacted as follows : " That no bill of indictment for any ^ci. 
of the offences to which the Act applies shall be presented to 22 & 23 Vic. 
or found by any grand jury, unless the prosecutor or other c * *?• 
person presenting such indictment has been bound by recog- 
nisance to prosecute or give evidence against the person ac- 
cused of such offence, or unless the person accused has been 
committed to or detained in custody, or has been bound by 
recognisance to appear to answer to an indictment to be pre- 
ferred against him for such offence, or unless such indictment 
for such offence, if charged to have been committed in Eng- 
land, be 'preferred by the direction, or with the consent in 
writing of a judge of one of the Superior Courts of Law at 
Westminster, or of her Majesty's Attorney- General or Soli- 
citor-General for England, or unless such indictment for such 
offence, if charged to have been committed in Ireland, be pre- 
ferred by the direction or with the consent in writing of a 
judge of one of the Superior Courts of Law in Dublin or 
of her Majesty's Attorney- General or Solicitor- General for 
Ireland. 

"2. That where any charge or complaint shall be made 
before any one or more of her Majesty's justices of the peace 
that any person has committed any of the offences aforesaid 
'within the jurisdiction of such justice, and such justice shall 
refuse to commit or to bail the person charged with such 
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offence to be tried for the same, then, in case the prosecutor 
shall desire to prefer an indictment respecting the said offence, 
it shall be lawful for the said justice, and he is hereby re- 
quired to take the recognisance of such prosecntor to prose- 
cute the said charge or complaint, and to transmit such re- 
cognisance, information, and depositions, if any, to the Court 
in which snch indictment ought to be preferred, in the same 
manner as snch justice would have done in case he had com- 
mitted the person charged to be tried for such offence." 
Construction Some difficulty may possibly be experienced in the con- 

" Ev l'bel struction of the first line of this section, " every libel or alleged 
or alleged libel, libel, and every offence nnder this Act." It may have been 

and every intended by those who framed the clauses of the Act that only 

offence under J , # J 

this Act." prosecutions for newspaper libel should be included within the 

Vexatious Indictments Act. This view is supported by the 
title which describes the Act as one " to amend the law of 
Newspaper Libel, and to provide for the Registration of 
Newspaper Proprietors," and also by the fact that the pre- 
vious sections only deal with matters affecting newspaper pro- 
prietors, editors, and managers, and do not deal with libel 
generally. The framers of this section have by the wor&9 
they have employed applied the provisions of the Vexatious 
Indictments Act to all criminal proceedings for libel. If they 
intended to confine the application of the provisions of the 
Vexatious Indictments Act to proceedings against newspaper 
proprietors, editors, or managers only, they have failed to 
express that view. The words used are of the widest import, 
and comprise libels of every description. Although the Act 
professes to deal with proceedings for libel in the case of 
newspapers only, and all the previous clauses treat of libels in 
newspapers, yet the plain terms of this section cannot be 
affected thereby. 

It is difficult to know what is meant by the words " every 

offence under this Act," — the only offences created by this Act 

are of a summary character, and, therefore, the provisions of 

the Vexatious Indictments Act can in no way be applicable. 

The offence of libel itself is in no way the creatnre of this 
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Act ; bat the framers of this section would seem to have sup* 
posed that something had been made a libel by virtue of pre- 
vious provisions, which but for such provisions would not be 
a libel at all. This is a mistake ; the provisions of this Act 
do not in any way create the offence of libel, but only multiply 
excuses. 

The object of this section is to prevent persons complaining Object of 
of the publication of defamatory matter preferring a bill for M3tlon * 
libel before a grand jury without any preliminary inquiry 
before a magistrate. The result of this section will be, that 
all criminal proceedings for libel by a private individual must 
either be commenced before a magistrate or by application to 
the High Court for leave to file a criminal information. Of 
course this section does not touch ex officio informations. 



7. Where, in the opinion of the Board of Trade, in- Bo*** of 

Trade may 

convenience would arise or be caused in any case from the authorize 

registration of 

registry of the names of all the proprietors of the news- the names of 

only a portion 

paper (either owing to minority, coverture, absence from of the pro- 
the United Kingdom, minute sub-division of shares, or neUpaper.* 
other special circumstances), it shall be lawful for the 
Board of Trade to authorize the registration of such news- 
paper in the name or names of some one or more respon- 
sible " representative proprietors." 

8. A register of the proprietors of newspapers as defined Register of 

newspaper 

by this Act shall be established under the superintendence proprietors to 

. be established. 

of the registrar. 

9. It shall be the duty of the printers and publishers for Ann **l returns 

* to be made. 

the time being of every newspaper to make or cause to be 
made to the registry office on or before the thirty-first of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one, and there- 
after annually in the month q{ July in every year, a return 
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of the following particulars according to the schedule (a) 
hereunto annexed ; that is to say, 

(a) The title of a newspaper. 

(6) The names of all the proprietors of such newspaper, 
together with their respective occupations, places of business 
(if any), and places of residence. 
Penalty for 10. If within the further period of one month after the 

omission to 

make annual time hereinbefore appointed for the making of any return 

returns. 

A sum not as *° ^J newspaper such return be not made, then each 
exceeding £25. punter and publisher of such newspaper shall, on conviction 
thereof, be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty-five 
pounds, and also to be directed by a summary order to 
make a return within the specified time. 
Power to party n # Any party to a transfer or transmission for dealing 
return. w ith any share of or interest in any newspaper whereby any 

person ceases to be a proprietor, or any new proprietor is 
introduced, may at any time make or cause to be made to 
the registry office a return according to the Schedule B, 
hereunto annexed, and containing the particulars therein 
set forth (b). 
wnfu^miB^ 12. If any person shall knowingly and wilfully make or 

^oTo^s^n cause *° b® ma( fe any return by this Act required or per- 
from, return, jailed to be made, in which shall be inserted or set forth 

the name of any person as a proprietor of a newspaper, 
who shall not be a proprietor thereof, or in which there 
shall be any misrepresentation, or from which there shall 
be any omission in respect of any of the particulars by this 

(a) For Schedule, see Appendix. 
(&) See Appendix* 
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Act required to be contained therein, whereby such return 

shall be misleading, or if any proprietor of a newspaper 

shall knowingly and wilfully permit any such return to be 

made which shall be misleading as to any of the particulars 

with reference to his own name, occupation, place of 

business (if any), or place of residence, then, and in every 

such case, every such offender being convicted thereof, > 

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred 

pounds. 

13. It shall be the duty of the registrar, and he is Registrar to 
hereby required forthwith to register every, return made in register, 
in conformity with the provisions of this Act in a book to 

be kept for that purpose at the registry office, and called 
" the register of newspaper proprietors," and all persons 5 
shall be at liberty to search and inspect the said book 
from time to time during the hours of business at the 
registry office, and any person may require a copy of any 
entry in or an extract from the book to be certified by the 
registrar or his deputy for the time being, or under the 
official seal of the registrar. 

14. There shall be paid in respect of the receipt and Pees payable 
entry of returns made in conformity with the provisions of services! " 
this Act, and for the inspection of the register of news- 
paper proprietors, and for certified copies of any entry 
therein, and in respect of any other services to be per- 
formed by the registrar, such fees (if any) as the Board of 
Trade, with the approval of the Treasury, may direct, and 

as they shall deem requisite to defray as well the ad- 
ditional expenses of the registry office caused by the pro- 

G 2 
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Copies of 
entries in and 
extracts from 
register to be 
evidence. 



Recovery of 
penalties and 
enforcement 
of orders. 



Summary 
Jurisdiction 
Act, 1879. 



visions of this Act, as also the further remunerations and 
salaries (if any) of the registrar, and of any other persons 
employed under him in the execution of this Act, and such 
fees (a) shall be dealt with as the Treasury may direct. 

15. Every copy of an entry in or extract from the 
register of newspaper proprietors, purporting to be certified 
by the registrar or his deputy for the time being, or under 
the official seal of the registrar, shall be received as con- 
clusive evidence of the contents of the said register of 
newspaper proprietors, so far as the same appear in such 
copy or extract without proof of the signature thereto or 
of the seal of office affixed thereto, and every such 
certified copy or extract shall in all proceedings, civil or 
criminal, be accepted as sufficient primd facie evidence of 
all the matters and things thereby appearing, unless and 
until the contrary thereof be shown. 

16. All penalties under this Act may be recovered before 
a Court of Summary Jurisdiction in manner provided by 
the Summary Jurisdiction Acts. 

Summary orders under this Act may be made by a 
Court of Summary Jurisdiction, and enforced in manner 
provided by section thirty-four of the Summary Juris- 
diction Act, 1879 ; and, for the purposes of this Act, that 
section shall be deemed to apply to Ireland in the same 
manner as if it were re-enacted in this Act. 

Sec. 34. (1.) Where a power is given by any future Act to 
a Court of Summary Jurisdiction of requiring any person to 
do or abstain from doing any act or thing other than the p&J- 

(a) For Scale of Fees, see Appendix* 
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ment of money, or of requiring any act or thing to be done or 42 & 43 Vict, 
left undone other than the payment of money, and no mode is ^ b .^ * ' 
prescribed of enforcing such requisition, the Court may exer- 
cise such power by an order or orders, and may annex to any 
such order any conditions as to time or mode of action, which 
the Court may think just, and may suspend or rescind any 
such order on such undertaking being given, or condition 
being performed, as the Court may think just, and generally 
may make such arrangement for carrying into effect such 
power as to the Court seems meet. 

(2.) A person making default in complying with an order Snb-s. 2. 
of a Court of Summary Jurisdiction in relation to any matter 
arising under any future Act, other than the payment of 
money, shall be punished in the prescribed manner, or if no 
punishment is prescribed, may in the discretion of the Court 
be ordered to pay a sum (to be enforced as a civil debt re- 
coverable summarily under this Act) not exceeding one pound 
for every day during which he is in default, or to be imprisoned 
until he has remedied his default : 

Provided that a person shall not, for non-compliance with 
the requisition of a Court of Summary Jurisdiction, whether 
made by one or more orders to do or abstain from doing any 
act or thing, be liable under this section to imprisonment for 
a period or periods amounting in the aggregate to more than 
two months, or to the payment of any sum exceeding in the 
aggregate twenty pounds. 

At the time the Newspaper Libel and Registration Act was The state of 
passed all the previous enactments upon the subject of the *J? law w J* h 

>. registration of newspapers had for some years been wholly or the registia- 

partially repealed, and there was no provision for such registra- tl0n of ne . w *" te 
tion. Some account of these previous statutes may be useful the Act of 
and interesting. The Stamp Act of 1711 (10 Anne, c. 19) 1881 - 
imposed the following duties on all newspapers or papers con- 10 ^ nne » 

>£■ taming public news, intelligences, or occurrences which shall in 1870. 

sf at any time or times .... be printed in Great Britain, to 

i^' be dispersed and made public, and for and upon such adver- 



i£ 
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tisemehts as are hereinafter mentioned: on half-sheet, one 
1 halfpenny; whole sheet, one penny; exceeding one whole 

sheet and not exceeding six sheets in octavo, or twelve in 
quarto, or twenty in folio, two shillings for every sheet of 
any kind of paper contained in one printed copy thereof. 
Every advertisement in the London Gazette, or any other 
printed paper, 'such paper being dispersed or made public 
weekly or oftener, twelve pence. Sac. 101. 

It was further provided that one printed copy of every 
pamphlet above one sheet, published in London or Westmin- 
ster, was to be brought to the Stamp Office within six days 
after printing, to be marked or stamped, the title, number of 
sheets contained therein, and the duty charged, to be regis- 
tered and entered in a book. If published out of London or 
Westminster, registration must be effected with some head 
collector, who must also keep a book for that purpose. 
Sec. 111. 

In the event of this not being done, the author, printer, 
publisher, and all other persons concerned shall lose all pro- 
perty in such pamphlet, and shall all forfeit £20 and costs of 
suit. Sec. 112. 

The name of the printer or publisher to be printed on such, 
pamphlet, or a penalty of £20 would be enforced. Sec. 113. 
Pamphlets unsold to be cancelled by the commissioners, and 
the like number of other sheets stamped gratis to be changed 
for them. Sec 114. 

The duty on advertisements to be paid within thirty days, 
treble duty to be paid in default. Sec 118. 

The whole of this Act was repealed in 1870 by 33 & 34 Vict. 

c. 99. 

38 Geo. III. The next statute of importance was the 38 Geo. III. c. 78 

enacted and Q-^98), which provided that no person should print or publish 

altered by a newspaper until a proper affidavit be delivered at the Stamp 

in its turn was The affidavit must specify the names and abode of the 
mo*** 1 m printer, publisher, and of the proprietors if they do not exceed 

two, exclusive of the printer and publisher, and if they do, 
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then of two, and the proportional snares, and the description 
of the printing house and title of the paper. Sec. 2. 

Where the proprietors exceed two, the names of two whose 
shares shall not be less than the others, exclusive of the 
printer and publisher, to be specified in the affidavit. Seo. 3. 

In oase of a change of abode, Ac., of printers, publishers, or 
proprietors, and as often as the commissioners desire, an affi- 
davit is to be made. Sec. 4. 

The affidavit to be signed by the parties, and taken by a 
commissioner or officer specially appointed. Sec. 5. 

For printing, publishing, sending, <fcc, without an affidavit 
having been signed, <&c., penalty £100. Sec. 7. 

Persons making false or imperfect affidavits shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury. Sec. 8. 

The affidavits were to be filed, and they or certified copies 
to be admitted as evidence against the persons swearing, and 
all mentioned therein unless proved to the contrary. 

The names and abodes of printer and publisher shall be 
printed on newspapers, penalty for omitting the same, £100. 
Sec. 10. 

Defendants bound to make disoovery of proprietors, prin- 
ters, editors, or publishers of newspapers, to bills for the same. 
Sec. 28. 

This statute was re-enacted and altered by 6 & 7 Will. IV. 
c. 76, which was in its turn repealed by 33 <fe 34 Vict. c. 99. 

In the year 1819 it was [provided by 60 Geo. III. c. 9, that 60 Geo. III. 
• no person should print or publish newspapers or pamphlets ?• 9 * "pealed 
without entering into a recognisance, or giving a bond for 
securing fines upon conviction for libels, the amount being 
£300. This Act was repealed in 1869 by 32 & 33 Vict. 
c. 24. 

In 1830 the amount, £300, was increased by the 11 Geo. IV. 11 Geo. IV. 
& 1 Will, IV. c. 73, to £400, to secure damages and costs & L WilL J 7\ 

c 73 reDe&led 
recovered in actions for libel published in such newspapers, in 1869. 

This Act was also repealed in 1869 by 32 & 33 Vict. c. 24. 

The 18 & 19 Vict. c. 27, enacted certain provisions with 18 & 19 Vict. 

reference to the transmission of newspapers by post, and also ? \ g^J 61 ^ 6 * 1 
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With the 
exception of 
Newspaper 
Libel and 
Registration 
Act, 1881, no 
provisions 
relative to this 
subject in . 
force at 
present, save 
those con- 
tained in 
second 
schedule of 
82 & 38 Vict, 
c. 24. 

Enactments in 
schedule as 
follows : — 

39 Geo. III. 
c. 79, s. 28. 

Not to extend 
to papers 
printed by 
authority of 
Parliament. 

S. 29. 

Printers to 
keep a copy of 
every paper 
they print and 
write thereon 
the name and 
abode of their 
employer. 
Penalty of £20 
for neglect or 
refusal to pro* 
dnce copy 
within six 
months. 



S. 31. 

Not to extend 
to impressions 
of engravings 
or the print- 
ing of names 
and addresses. 
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Tendered it unnecessary to print newspapers upon stamped 
paper. This Act was repealed by 33 & 34 Vict. o. 99. 

All these enactments, therefore, having been repealed either 
by the statutes of 1869 or 1870, there were no provisions 
relative to the subject in force at the time of the passing of 
the Newspaper Libel and Registration Act, 1881, save the 
following, which are contained in the second schedule of the 
Act of 1869 (32 A 33 Vict. c. 24), and which consist of the 
sections of previous Acts which are embodied and re-enacted 
by that Act. 

The enactments in this schedule, with the exception of Sec. 
19 of 6 & 7 Will. IV. c. 76, do not apply to Ireland. 

The enactments in this schedule are as follows : — 

39 Geo. III. c. 79, s. 28. — Nothing in this Act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to any papers 
printed by the authority and for the use of either House of 
Parliament. 

Sec. 29. — Every person who shall print any paper for hire, 
reward, gain, or profit, shall carefully preserve and keep one 
copy (at least) of every paper so printed by him or her, on 
which he or she shall write, or cause to be written or printed, 
in fair and legible characters, the name and place of abode 
of the person or persons by whom he or she shall he 
employed to print the same ; and every person printing any 
paper for hire, reward, gain, or profit, who shall omit or neg- 
lect to write, or cause to be written or printed as aforesaid, 
the name and place of his or her employer on one of such 
printed papers, or to keep or preserve the same for the space 
of six calendar months next after the printing thereof, or to 
produce and show the same to any justice of the peace who 
within the space of six calendar months shall require to see 
the same, shall, for every such omission, neglect, or refusal, 
forfeit and lose the sum of £20. 

Sec. 31. — Nothing herein contained shall extend to the 
impression of any engraving, or to the printing by letter-press 
of the name, or the name and address, or business, or profes- 
sion, of any person, and the articles in which he deals, or to 
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any papers for the sale of estates or goods by auction or 
otherwise. 

Sec. 34— No person shall be prosecuted or sued for any g. 84. 
penalty imposed by this Act, unless such prosecution shall be Prosecution* 
commenced, or such action shall be brought, within three ^diiori'withiii 
calendar months next after such penalty shall have been three months 

incurred. ?*•« P~?* 

ig incurred. 

Part of Seo. 35. — And any pecuniary penalty imposed by Part of g $5 
this Act, and not exceeding the sum of twenty pounds, shall Recovery of 
and may be recovered before any justice or justices of the penalties, 
peace for the county, stewartry, riding, division, city, town, 
or place, in which the same shall be incurred, or the person 
having incurred the same shall happen to be, in a summary 
way. 

Sec. 36. — All pecuniary penalties hereinbefore imposed by s. 86. 
this Act shall, when recovered in a summary way before any Application of 
justices, be applied and disposed of in manner hereinafter P° naltie8 ' 
mentioned ; that is to say, one moiety thereof to the informer 
before any justice, and the other moiety thereof to His 
Majesty, his heirs and successors. 

51 Geo. III. c. 65, Sec. 8.— Nothing in the said Act of the 51 Geo. III. 

ft. flfi 8 ft 

thirty-ninth year of King George III., chapter seventy-nine, • ' ' 
or in this Aofc contained, shall extend or be construed to extend residence of 
to require the name and residence of the printer to be printed printers not 
upon any banknote, or bank post bill of the governor and ^ to ^^ 
company of the Bank of England, upon any bill of exchange or notes, bills, 
promissory note, upon any bond or other security for payment ^Jji^printed 
of money, or upon any bill of lading, policy of insurance, letter by authority of 
of attorney, deed, or agreement, or upon any transfer or assign- k^^ 
ment of any public stocks, funds, or other securities, or upon any public office, 
transfer or assignment of the stocks of any public corporation . 
or company authorised or sanctioned by Act of Parliament, or 
upon any dividend warrant of or for any such public or other 
stocks, funds, or securities, or upon any receipt for money or 
goods, or upon any proceeding in any Court of law or equity, 
or in any inferior court, warrant, order, or other papers 
printed by the authority of any public board or public officer 
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6 & 7 Will. IV. 
c. 76, s. 19. 

Discovery of 
proprietors, 
printers, or 
publishers of 
newspapers 
may be en- 
forced by bill, 
Ac. 



Dixon v 
Enoch, 



2 <fc 3 Vict. 
c. 12, s. 2. 

Penalty upon 
printers for 
nonprinting 
their name and 
residence on 
every paper or 
book, and on 
persons pub- 
lishing the 
same. 



in the execution of the duties of their respective' offices, not- 
withstanding the whole or any part of the said several securi- 
ties, instruments, proceedings, matters, and things aforesaid, 
shall have been or shall be printed. 

6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 76. sec. 19. — If any person shall file any 
bill in any Court for the discovery of the name of any person 
concerned as printer, publisher, or proprietor of any news- 
paper, or of any matters relative to the printing and publish- 
ing of any newspaper, in order the more effectually to bring 
or carry on any suit or action for damages alleged to have 
been sustained by reason of any slanderous or libellous matter 
contained in any such newspaper respecting such person, it 
shall not be lawful for the defendant to plead or demur to 
such bill, but such defendant shall be compellable to make the 
discovery required ; provided always, that such discovery 
shall not be made use of as evidence, or otherwise, in any 
proceeding against the defendant, save only in that proceeding 
for which the discovery is made. 

Vice-Chancellor Wickens, in the case of Dixon v. Enoch (a) , 
said, " I merely rule that by force of this enactment a person 
complaining of a libel in a newspaper may file a bill against 
the printer or publisher, to ascertain the names of the pro- 
prietors for the purpose of bringing his action against the 
proprietors alone. And I do so, because any other conclusion 
seems to be inconsistent with the spirit and intention as well 
as with the words of the statute." 

2 & 3 Vict. c. 12, sec. 2.— Every person who snail print 
any book or paper whatsoever which shall be meant to be 
published or dispersed, and who shall not print upon the front 
of every such paper, if the same shall be printed on one side 
. only, or upon the first or last leaf of every paper or book 
which shall consist of more than one leaf, in legible characters 
his or her name and usual place of abode or business, and 
every person who shall publish or disperse, or assist in pub- 
lishing or dispersing, any printed paper or book on which the 
name and place of abode of the person printing the saxae shall 



(a) L. R. 13, Equity Cases, 394. 
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not be printed as aforesaid, shall for every copy of such paper 
so printed by him or her, forfeit a sum not more than five 
pounds : Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to impose any penalty upon any person for 
printing any paper excepted ont of the operation of the said 
Act of the thirty-ninth year of King George the Third, 
chapter seventy-nine, either in the said Act, or by any Act 
made for the amendment thereof. 

Sec. 3. In the case of books or papers, printed at the S. 8. 
University Press, Oxford, or the Pitt Press of Cambridge, the Ab to books or 
printer instead of printing his name thereon, shall print the atth™UnWer- 
following words, " Printed at the University Press, Oxford," sity presses. 
or " The Pitt Press, Cambridge," as the case may be. 

Sec. 4. — Provided always, that it shall not be lawful for S. 4, 
any person or persons whatsoever to commence, prosecute, No actions for 
enter, file, or cause or procure to be commenced, prosecuted, jwmmenced 
entered, or filed, any action, bill, plaint, or information in any except in the 
of Her Majesty's Courts, or before any justice or justices of attorney and 
the peace, against any person or persons, for the recovery of Solicitor- 
any fine, penalty, or forfeiture made or incurred, or which Engjand^r 
may hereafter be incurred under the provisions of this Act, the Queen's 
unless the same be commenced, presented, entered, or filed £»** 
in the name of Her Majesty's Attorney- General or Solicitor* 
General in that part of Great Britain called England, or Her 
Majesty's Advocate for Scotland (as the case may be respec- 
tively) ; and if any action, bill, plaint, or information shall be 
commenced, prosecuted, or filed in the name or names of any 
other person or persons, than is or are in that behalf before 
mentioned, the same and every proceeding thereupon had are 
hereby declared, and the same shall be null and void to all 
intents and purposes. 

9 & 10 Vict. c. 33, sec. 1. — It shall not be lawful for any 9 & 10 Vict 
person to commence, prosecute, enter, or file, or cause or • \ 

procure to be commenced, prosecuted, entered, or filed, any ghaU^otbe 
action, bill, plaint, or information in any of Her Majesty's commenced 
Courts, or before any justice or justices of the peace, against namTofthe 6 

any person or persons for the recovery of any fine which may law officers of 

the Crown. 
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be menrred under the ptorheona of the Act of the 
thirty-ninth year of King George iha Third, reaptrr aerenty- 
out in this Act, unless the mm be commenced, pro- 
of filed in the name or nemos of anj other 
thai is in thai behalf before mentioned, and 
every proceeding thereupon had, ahall be nail and Toid to all 



The registration section* of the Act of 1881 were enacted 
to m e e t the difficulty which wee frequently experienced in 
pur s ing the proprietorship of badly c M aidncte d journals. 
Pollock, R, in Bx parte Hnrier (a), mid, "The Act of 1881 

ittlement betw ee n the pnblie on the one hand, 
propr iet or s on the other. On the one hand 
proprietors of newspapers are to be registered, and on the 
other hand they are protected by the Act from, what the 
legislature deemed to be, not necessarily trivial, bat improper 

forKbeL" 



17. Theexpresrion^aCoartof Seminary Jurisdiction" 
has, in England, the meanings assigned to it by the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 ; and in Ireland means 
any justice or justices of the peace, stipendiary or other 
magistrate or magistrates, haying jurisdiction under the 
Summary Jurisdiction Acts. 

The expression a Summary Jurisdiction Acts " has, as 
regards England, the meanings assigned to it by the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 ; and as regards Ireland, 
means within the police district of Dublin metropolis 
the Acts regulating the powers and duties of justices of 
the peace for such district, or of the police of thavt district, 
14 * 15 TkL and elsewhere in Ireland the Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 

1851, and any Act amending the same. 

(a) Law Times, voL 74, p. 229. 



cfJL 
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m 

By the 50th section of Summary Jurisdiction Aot, 1879, 42 k 43 Vict 
the expression " The Summary Jurisdiction Acts " and the c * ' * 
expression " The Summary Jurisdiction (English) Acts " 
shall respectively mean the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848, 
and this Aot, and any Aot, past or future, amending the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848, or this Aot. 

The expression " Oourt of Summary Jurisdiction" shall 
mean any justice or justices of the peace or other magistrate, 
by whatever name called, to whom jurisdiction is given by, or 
who is or are authorised to act under the Summary Jurisdic- 
tion Acts, or any of such Aots. 

• 

18. The provisions as to the registration of newspaper Provisions as 
proprietors contained in this Act shall not apply to the of newspaper 

proprietors not 

case of any newspaper which belongs to a joint stock to apply to 

newspaper 

company duly incorporated under and subject to the pro- belonging to a 

• • *-* a inAA - r»>»/\ joint stock 

visions of the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1879. company. 

19. This Act shall not extend to Scotland. 25 * 2 * Vict - 

C. ov, atC 

20. This Act may for all purposes be cited as the Act not to 
Newspaper Libel and Registration Act, 1881. Scotland. 

Short title. 
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The Fees which the Board of Trade have, with the approval 
of the Treasury, directed to be paid are as follows : — 

For the registration for the first time of 

any " representative proprietor " (s. 7) £1 
On registration in other cases . . . 10 
On the rendering of subsequent returns .050 

For inspection 10 

For a copy of a return . . . .010 
and a further fee of f ourpence per folio to be charged if the 
copy exceeds three folios. • 

Where it is desired to make a return of " representative 
proprietors " under sec. 7, a statement Bhould be sent to the 
registrar setting forth the circumstances which render it 
inconvenient to register the names of all the proprietors, and 
giving such information as will show that the proposed represen- 
tatives are well able to meet any claims that may arise for libel 
or otherwise in connection with the management of the paper. 

The prescribed forms on which the returns are to be made 
will be sent, either stamped with the requisite fee stamps or 
unstamped, on application to the Registrar, Companies' 
Registration Office, Somerset House, London, W.G. No 
charge is made for the forms ; but when stamped forms are 
required a postal order for the amount of the fee must 
accompany the application. 

A separate return will be required for each paper. 
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The SCHEDULES to which this Act refers. 



SCHEDULE A. 

Return made pursuant to the Newspaper Libel and Regis- 
tration Act, 1881. 



Title of the Newspaper. 



Names of 

the 

Proprietors. 



Occupations 

of the 
Proprietors. 



Places of 
business (if 
any) of the 
Proprietors. 



Places of 

Residence 

of the 

Proprietors. 



SCHEDULE B. 

Return made pursuant to the Newspaper Libel and Regis- 
tration Act, 1881. 



Names of 
Title of Persons who 
Newspaper. | cease to be 
Proprietors. 



Names of 
Persons who 

become 
Proprietors. 



Occupation 

of new 
Proprietors. 



Places of 
business (if 
any) of new 
Proprietors. 



Places of 
Residence of 

new 
Proprietors. 
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Mr. Fox's Act, 32 George III. c. 60. 

An Act to Remove Doubts respecting the Functions of Juries 

in Oases of Libel. 

Whereas doubts have arisen whether on the trial of an Preamble, 

indictment or information for the making or publishing any 0n **** ^^ °* 

libel where an issue or issues are joined between the King f or a 1^1 tne 

and the defendant or defendants, on the plea of not guilty J ar y mA J 8 iv * 

pleaded, it be competent to- the jury impanelled to try the verdict upon 

same to give their verdict upon the whole matter in issue : tte wno16 

Be it therefore declared and enacted by the King's most j^ a6) JJJ m 

Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the shall not be 

Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present ttaCourt to 

Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, find the defen- 

that on every such trial, the jury sworn to try the issue may %£$* 

give a general verdict of guilty or not guilty upon the whole proof of the 

matter put in issue upon such indictment or information ; J^LrfST 

and shall not be required or directed, by the Court or judge sense ascribed 

before whom such indictment or information shall be tried, {^r^ticm 
to find the defendant or defendants guilty, merely on the 
proof of the publication by such defendant or defendants of 
the paper charged to be a libel, and of the sense ascribed to 
the same in such indictment or information. 

II. Provided always, that, on every suoh trial, the Court Bat the Court 

or judge before whom such indictment or information shall be 8ha11 . ^ *J* eir 
. 1 1 1 . 1 . opinion and 

tried, shall according to their or his discretion, give their or his directions on 

opinion and directions to the jury on the matter in issue * nemat * er i n 
r «i * issue as in 

between the King and the defendant or defendants, in like other criminal 
manner as in other criminal oases. cases * 

III. Provided also, that nothing herein contained shall Jury may find 
extend or be construed to extend to prevent the jury from a **£%? 
finding a special verdict, in their discretion, as in other 

criminal cases. 

IV. Provided also, that in case the jury shall find the Defendants 
defendant or defendants guilty, it shall and may be lawful for ma y mo y e in 
the said defendant or defendants to move in arrest of judg- judgment, as 
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before passing 
this Act. 



ment on Bach ground and in such manner as by law he or 
they might have done before the passing of this Act ; any- 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 



Preamble. 

Court to make 
order for the 
seizure of 
copies of the 
libel in pos- 
session of the 
persons against 
whom verdicts 
shall have 
been had, Ac. 



Evidence of 
possession 
being given 
upon oath. 



60 Geo. III. & 1 Geo. IV. c. 8. 

Whereas it is expedient to make more effectual provision 
for the punishment of blasphemous and seditious libels : Be 
it enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, 
and Commons in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, that from and after the passing 
of this Act, in every case in which any verdict or judgment 
by default shall be had against any person for composing, 
printing, or publishing any blasphemous libel, or any sedi- 
tious libel, tending to bring into hatred or contempt the 
person of his Majesty, his heirs, or successors, or the Regent, 
or the government and constitution of the United Kingdom 
as by law established, or either House of Parliament, or to 
excite His Majesty's subjects to attempt the alteration of any 
matter in church or state as by law established otherwise than 
by lawful means, it shall be lawful for the judge or the Court, 
before whom or in which such verdict shall have been given, 
or the Court in which such judgment by default shall be had, 
to make an order for the seizure and carrying away and 
detaining in safe custody in such manner as shall be directed 
in such order, all copies of the libel which shall be in the 
possession of the person against whom such verdict or judg- 
ment shall have been had, or in the possession of any other 
person named in the order for his use ; evidence upon oath 
having been previously given to the satisfaction of such Court 
or judge, that a copy or copies of the said libel is or are in the 
possession of such other person for the use of the person 
against whom such verdict or judgment shall have been had 
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as aforesaid ; and in every such case it shall be lawful for any 

justice of the peace, or for any constable, or other peace 

officer acting tinder any such order, or for any person or 

persons acting with or in aid of any snch justice of the 

peace, constable, or other peace officer, to search for any 

copies of such libel in any house, building, or other place 

whatsoever belonging to the person against whom any such 

verdict or judgment shall have been had, or to any other 

person so named in whose possession any copies of any such 

libel belonging to the person against whom any snch verdict 

or judgment shall have been had, shall be ; and in case admis- In c&a* of 

sion shall be refused, or not obtained within a reasonable time admission 

after it shall have been first demanded, to enter by force by day proceedings. 

into any such house, building, or place whatsoever, and to 

carry away all copies of the libel there found, and to detain 

the same in safe custody until the same shall be restored 

under the provisions of this Act, or disposed of according to 

any further order made in relation thereto. 

II. And be it further enacted, that if in any such case as In what case 
aforesaid, judgment shall be arrested, or if, after judgment ^SS restored 
shall have been entered, the same shall be reversed upon any without fee, 
writ of error, all copies so seized shall be forthwith returned ^nS^J**' 
to the person or persons from whom the same shall have been court shall 
so taken as aforesaid, free of all charge and expense, and direct * 
withont the payment of any fees whatever ; and in every case 
in which final judgment shall be entered npon the verdict so 
found against the person or persons charged with having 
composed, printed, or published such libel, then all copies so 
seized shall be disposed of as the Court in Which such judg- 
ment shall be given shall order and direct. 

IV. And be it further enacted, that if any person shall, Second offence, 
after the passing of this Act, be legally convicted of having 
after the passing of this Act composed, printed, or published 
any blasphemous libel or any suoh seditious libel as aforesaid, 
and shall after being so convicted, offend a second time, and 
be thereof legally convicted before any commission of oyer 
and terminer or gaol delivery, or in His Majesty's Court of 

h 2 



100 APPENDIX. 

King's Bench, such person may, on such second conviction, 
he adjudged, at the discretion of the Court, either to suffer 
Punishment, such punishment as may now by law be inflicted in cases of 
high misdemeanors, or to be banished from the United 
gangdom and all other parts of His Majesty's dominions, for 
such term of years as the Court in which such conviction 
shall take place shall order. 



3 & 4 Vict. c. 9. 

An Act to give Svmmary Protection to Persons employed in the 
Publication of Parliamentary Papers. 

Preamble. Whereas it is essential to the due and effectual exercise and 

discharge of the functions and duties of Parliament, and to 
the promotion of wise legislation, that no obstructions or im- 
pediments should exist to the publication of such of the 
reports, papers, votes, or proceedings of either House of 
Parliament, as such House of Parliament may deem fit or 
necessary to be published ; and whereas obstructions or im- 
pediments to such publication have arisen and hereafter may 
arise by means of civil or criminal proceedings being taken 
against persons employed by or acting under the authority of 
the Houses of Parliament or one of them, in the publication 
of such reports, papers, votes, or proceedings ; by reason and 
for remedy whereof it is expedient that more speedy protec- 
tion should be afforded to all persons acting under the 
authority aforesaid, and that all such civil or criminal pro- 
ceedings should be summarily put -an end to, and determined 
in manner hereinafter mentioned : Be it therefore enacted by 
the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, that it shall and may be lawful for any person or 
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persons who now is or are, or Hereafter shall be, a defendant Proceedings 

or defendants in any civil or criminal proceedings commenced c f l ™ ina l.°* 

J r ° civil against 

or prosecuted in any manner soever, for or on account, or in persona for 

respect of the publication of any such report, paper, votes, or P uWi <*t"» of 

proceedings by such person or persons, or by his, her, or their by order of 

servant or servants by or under the authority of either House J*" 11 *^* t° 

" " be stayed upon 

of Parliament, to bring before the Court in which such pro- delivery of a 

ceeding shall have been or shall be so commenced or prose- <*^fi»teand, 
cuted, or before any judge of the same (if one of the superior effect that snob 
Courts at Westminster), first giving twenty-four hours' notice Plication is 
of his intention so to do to the prosecutor or plaintiff in such either House 
proceeding, a certificate under the hand of the Lord High °* Parliament. 
Chancellor, of Great Britain, or the Lord Keeper of the Great 
Seal, or of the Speaker of the House of Lords for the time 
being, or of the clerk of the Parliaments, or of the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, or of the clerk of the same House, 
stating that the report, paper, votes, or proceedings as the 
case may be, in respect whereof such civil or criminal proceed- 
ing shall have been commenced or prosecuted, was published 
by such person or persons, or by his, her, or their servant or 
servants by order or under the authority of the House of 
Lords, or of the House of Commons, as the case may be, to- 
gether with an affidavit verifying such certificate ; and such 
Court or judge shall thereupon immediately stay such civil or 
criminal proceeding, and the same, and every writ or process 
issued therein shall be, and shall be deemed and taken to be 
finally put an end to, determined and superseded by virtue of 
this Act. 

II. And be it enacted, that in case of any civil or criminal Proceedings to 
proceeding hereafter to be commenced or prosecuted for or on ** ^y^ 
account or in respect of the publication of any copy of such menced in 
report, paper, votes, or proceedings, it shall be lawful for the ***?** °* » 
defendant or defendants at any stage of the proceedings to lay authenticated 
before the Court or judge such report, paper, votes, or proceed* wport, &c 
ings, and such copy, with an affidavit verifying such report, paper, 
votes or proceedings, and the correctness of such copy, and the 
Court or judge shall immediately stay such civil or criminal pro- 
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ceeding, and the same, and every writ or process issued therein 
shall be and shall be deemed and taken to be finally put an 
end to, determined, and superseded by virtue of this Act. 

III. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful in any civil 
or criminal proceeding to be commenced or prosecuted for 
printing any extract from or abstract of such report, paper, 
votes, or proceedings, to give in evidence under the general 
issue, such report, paper, votes, or proceedings, and to show 
that such extract or abstract was published bond fide and 
without malice ; and if such shall be the opinion of the jury, 
a verdict of not guilty shall be entered for the defendant or 
defendants. 

IV. Provided always, and it is hereby expressly declared 
and enacted, that nothing herein contained shall be deemed 
or taken, or held, or construed, directly or indirectly, by 
implication or otherwise, to affect the privileges of Parliament 
in any manner whatsoever. 



Offer of an 
apology 
admissible in 
evidence in 
mitigation of 



LORD CAMPBELL'S ACT. 
(6&7 Vict. c. 96.) 

An Act to amend the Law respecting Defamatory Words and 

Libd. 

For the better protection of private character, and for moro 
effectually securing the liberty of the press, and for better 
preventing abuses in exercising the said liberty, be it enacted 
by the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Com- 
mons in this present Parliament assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, that in any action for defamation it shall be 
lawful for the defendant (after notice in writing of his inten- 
tion so to do, duly given to the plaintiff at the time of filing 
or delivering the plea in such action) to give in evidence, in 
mitigation of damages, that he made or offered an apology to 
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the plaintiff for such defamation before the commencement of 
the action, or as soon afterwards as he had an opportunity 
of doing so, in case the action shall have been commenced 
before there was an opportunity of making or offering snch 
apology. 

II. And be it enacted, that in* an action for a libel con- In an action 

tained in any public newspaper or other periodical publication, *££ » r for 

it shall be competent to the defendant to plead that snch libel libel, the 

was inserted in such newspaper or other periodical publica- ^jSj^u 1 * j.™* 1 

tion without actual malice and without gross negligence, and was inserted 

that before the commencement of the action, or at the earliest wi * hou * malice 

and without 
opportunity afterwards, he inserted in such newspaper or neglect, and 

other periodical publication a full apology for the said libel, pay W money 
or if the newspaper or periodical publication in which the amends, 
said libel appeared should be ordinarily published at intervals 
exceeding one week, had offered to publish the said apology 
in any newspaper or periodical publication, to be selected by 
the plaintiff in such action; and that every such defendant The words in 
shall upon filing such plea be at liberty to pay into Oourt a sum yep^ed by 
of money by way of a/mends for the injury sustained by the pub- the Civil Pro- 
lication of such libel, and such payment into Court shall be of j^ ep ^j ^ t 
the same effect and be available in the same mannsr and to the 1879, 42 & 48 
same extent, and be subject to the same rules and regulations as schedule ' 
to payment of costs and the form of pleading, except so far as Part II. 
regards the pleading of the additional facts hereinbefore required 
to be pleaded by such defendant, as if actions for libel had not 
been excepted from the personal actions' in which it is lawful to 
pay money into Court under an Act passed in the session of ~Par- 3 & 4 Will. 4, 
liament held in the fourth year of his late Majesty, intituled 
" An Act for the farther Amendment of the Law, and the better 
Advancement of Justice;" and that to such plea to such action 
it shall be competent to the plaintiff to reply generally, deny- 
ing the whole of such plea. 

III. And be it enacted, that if any person shall publish or Publishing or 
threaten to publish any libel upon any other person, or shall p^lish^fbe? 
directly or indirectly threaten to print or publish, or shall &c, with 
directly or indirectly propose to abstain from printing or in *® n * to 
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publishing, or shall directly or indirectly offer to prevent the 
printing or publishing, of any matter or thing touching any 
other person, with intent to extort any money or security for 
money, or any valuable thing, from such or any other person, 
.or with intent to induce any person to confer or procure for 
any person any appointment or office of profit or trust, every 
such offender, on being convicted thereof, shall be liable to be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, in the common gaol 
or house of correction, for any term not exceeding three years; 
provided always that nothing herein contained shall in any 
manner alter or affect any law now in force in respect of the 
sending or delivery of threatening letters or writings. 

IV. And be it enacted, that if any person shall maliciously 
publish any defamatory libel, knowing the same to be false, 
every such person, being convicted thereof, shall be liable to 
be imprisoned in the common gaol or house of correction for 
any term not exceeding two years, and to pay such fine as the 
Court shall award. 

Y. And be it enacted, that if any person shall maliciously 
publish any defamatory libel, every such person, being con- 
victed thereof, shall be liable to fine or imprisonment or both, 
as the Court may award, such imprisonment not to exceed the 
term of one year. 

VI. And be it enacted, that on the trial of any indictment 
or information for a defamatory libel, the defendant having 
pleaded such plea as hereinafter mentioned, the truth of the 
matters charged may be inquired into, but shall not amount 
to a defence, unless it was for the public benefit that the said 
matters charged should be published ; and that to entitle the 
defendant to give evidence of the truth of such matters 
charged as a defence to such indictment or information, it 
shall be necessary for the defendant, in pleading to the said 
indictment or information, to allege the truth of the said 
matters charged in the manner now required in pleading a 
justification to an action for defamation, and further to allege 
that it was for the public benefit that the said matters 
■charged should be published, and the particular fact or facte 
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by reason whereof it was for the public benefit that the said 
matters charged should be published, to which plea the pro- 
secutor shall be at liberty to reply generally, denying the 
whole thereof; and that if, after such plea, the defendant 
shall be convicted on such indictment or information, it. shall 
be competent to the Court in pronouncing sentence, to con- 
sider whether the guilt of the defendant is aggravated or 
mitigated by the said plea, and by the evidence given to 
prove or to disprove the same; provided always that the 
truth of the matters charged in the alleged libel complained 
of by such indictment or information shall in no case be in- 
quired into without such plea of justification ; provided also, 
that in addition to such plea it shall be competent to the Doable plea, 
defendant to plead a plea of not guilty; provided also that Plea of not t 
nothing in this Act contained shall take away or prejudice ^ criminal 
any defence under the plea of not guilty, which it is now proceedings, 
competent to the defendant to make under such plea to any 
action or indictment, or information for defamatory words or 
libel. 

VII. And be it enacted, that whensoever, upon the trial of Evidence to 
any indictment or information for the publication of a libel ^^Sie'of 
under the plea of not guilty, evidence shall have been given publication by 
which shall establish a presumptive case of publication against an a 8 ent 
the defendant by the act of any other person by his authority, 

it shall be competent to such defendant to prove that such 
publication was made without his authority, consent, or know- 
ledge, and that the said publication did not arise from want of 
due care or caution on his part. 

VIII. And be it enacted, that in the case of any indictment ? n prosecution 

. for private 

or information by a private prosecutor for the publication of libel defen- 

any defamatory libel, if judgment shall be given for the de- dant entitled 

fendant, he shall be entitled to recover from the prosecutor acquittal. 

the costs sustained by the said defendant by reason of such 

indictment or information ; and that upon a special plea of 

justification to such indictment or information, if the issue be 

found for the prosecutor, he shall be entitled to recover from 

the defendant the costs sustained by the prosecutor by reason 
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of such plea, such costs so to be recovered by the defendant 
or prosecntor respectively to be taxed by the proper officer of 
the Court before which the Baid indictment or information is 
tried. 

IX. And be it enacted, that wherever throughout this Act, 
in describing the plaintiff or defendant, or the party affected 
or intended to be affected by the offence, words are used im- 
porting the singular number or the maBOuline gender only, 
yet they shall be understood to include several persons as well 
as one person, and females as well as males, unless when the 
nature of the provision or the context of the Act shall exclude 
such construction. 

X. And be it enacted, that this Act shall take . effect from 
the first day of November next ; and that nothing in this Act 
contained shall extend to Scotland. 



6 & 7 Vict, 
c 96. 



8 & 9 Vict. c. 75. 

An Act to amend an Act passed in the session of ParUament held 
in the sixth and seventh years of the reign of her present Ma- 
jesty, intituled "An Act to amend the Law respecting Defama- 
tory Words and Libel," 

Whereas by an Act passed in the session of Parliament 
held in the sixth and seventh years of the reign of her present 
Majesty, intituled " An Act to amend the Law respecting De- 
famatory Words and Libel" it is amongst other things enacted 
and provided that the defendant, in an action for a libel con- 
tained in any public newspaper, or other periodical publica- 
tion, may plead certain matters therein mentioned, and may 
upon filing such plea be at liberty to pay into Court a sum of 
money by way of amends for the injury sustained by the 
publication of such libel ; and it is thereby further enacted, 
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that such payment into Court shall be of the same effect, and 
be available in the same manner and to the same extent, and 
be subject to the same rules and regulations as to payment of 
costs and the form of pleading, except so far as regards the 
pleading of the additional facts thereinbefore required to be 
pleaded by such defendant, as if actions for libel had not 
been excepted from the personal actions in which it is lawful 
to pay money into Court under an Act passed in the session 
of Parliament held in the fourth year of his late Majesty, in- 
tituled " An Act for the further amendment of the Law and 8 & 4 Will. 4, 

c 42 
the better Advancement of Justice ; " and whereas the said 

Act of the fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty relates 
only to proceedings in the superior Courts in England, but by 
an Act passed in the session of Parliament held in the third 
and fourth years of the reign of her present Majesty, inti- 
tuled "An Act for abolishing Arrest on Mesne Process in Civil 3 & 4 Vict. 
Actions, except in certain cases, for extending the remedies of yepealedby 
Creditors against the Property of Debtors, and for the further Stat. Law 
Advancement of Justice," in Ireland, a like provision is made ' ' 
for payment of money into Court in all personal actions pend- 
ing in any of the Superior Courts in Ireland as is contained in 
the said Act of the fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty 
in regard to actions pending in the Superior Courts in Eng- 
land, with a like exception of actions for libel ; and it is ex- 
pedient to prevent any doubts as to the application of the 
said recited Act of the sixth and seventh years of the reign of 
her present Majesty to actions pending in the Superior Courts 
in Ireland, which may be created by reason of the omission of 
a reference in the last-mentioned Act to the said Act of the 
third and fourth years of the reign of her present Majesty ; 
Be it therefore enacted and declared by the Queen's most ex- * n case* of 
cellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the ubd hi Ireland 
Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons in this present where defen- 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, that pf^matte 
where in any action pending in the Superior Courts in Ire- allowed by 
land for a libel contained in any public newspaper or other 3 ^2 d 
periodical publication, the defendant shall plead the matters money into 

Court, such 
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allowed to be pleaded by the said first-mentioned Act, and 
shall on filing such plea pay money into Court as provided by 
such Act, such payment into Court shall be of the same effect 
and be available in the same manner and to the same extent, 
and be subject to the same rules and regulations now in force, 
or hereafter to be made, as to payment of costs and the form 
of pleading, except so far as regards the pleading of the addi- 
tional facts so required to be pleaded by such defendant, as if 
actions for libel had not been excepted from the personal 
actions in which it is lawful to pay money into Court under 
the said recited Act of the third and fourth years of the reign 
of her present Majesty. 

II. And be it declared and enacted, that it shall not be 
competent to any defendant in such action, whether in Eng- 
land or in Ireland, to file any such plea without at the same 
time making a payment of money into Court by way of 
amends, as provided by the said Act, but every such plea sa 
filed without payment of money into Court shall be deemed 
a nullity, and may be treated as such by the plaintiff in the 
action. 



Offences 
declared 
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this Act to be 
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11 & 12 Vict. c. 12. 

An Act for the better security of the Crown and Government of 

the United Kingdom. 

S. III. And be it enacted, that if any person whatsoever, 
after the passing of this Act, shall within the United King- 
dom or without, compass, imagine, invent, devise, or intend 
to deprive or depose our most Gracious Lady the Queen, her 
heirs or successors, from the style, honour, or royal name of 
the imperial crown of the United Kingdom, or of any other 
of Her Majesty's dominions and countries, or to levy war 
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against Her Majesty, her heirs or successors, within any part 
of the United Kingdom, in order by force or constraint to 
compel her or them to change her or their measures or 
counsels, or in order to put any force or constraint upon, or 
in order to intimidate or overawe both Houses or either House 
of Parliament, or to move or stir any foreigner or stranger 
with force to invade the United Kingdom, or any other of 
Her Majesty's dominions or countries under the obeisance of 
Her Majesty, her heirs or successors, and such compassings, 
imaginations, inventions, devices, or intentions, or any of 
them, shall express, utter, or declare, by publishing any 
printing or writing, or by open or advised speaking, or by 
any overt act or deed, every person so offending shall be 
guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof, shall be liable 
at the discretion of the Court, to be transported beyond the 
seas for the term of his or her natural life, or for any term 
not less than seven years, or to be imprisoned for any term 
not exceeding two years, with or without hard labour, as the 
Court shall direct. 

IV. Provided always, and be it enacted, that no person Time within 
shall be prosecuted for any felony by virtue of this Act in wh * ch p f°^?"t 
respect of such compassings, imaginations, inventions, devices, commenced, 
or intentions, as aforesaid, in so far as the same are expressed, warr ^ n V 
uttered, or declared by open and advised speaking only, 
unless information of such compassings, imaginations, de- 
vices, and intentions, and of the words by which the same 
were expressed, uttered, or declared, shall be given upon oath 
to one or more justice or justices of the peace, or to any 
sheriff or steward, or sheriff substitute or steward substitute, 
in Scotland, within six days after such words shall have been 
spoken, and unless a warrant for the apprehension of the per- 
son by whom such words shall have been spoken shall be 
issued within ten days next after such information shall have 
been given as aforesaid, and unless such warrant shall be 
issued, within two years next after the passing of this Act ; 
and that no person shall be convicted of any such compass- 
ings, imaginations, inventions, devices, or intentions, as afore- 
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said, in so far as the same are expressed, uttered, or declared, 
by open or advised speaking, as aforesaid, except upon his own 
confession in open Court, or unless the words so spoken shall 
be proved by two credible witnesses. 



15 & 16 Vict. c. 76, s. 61. 

In actions of libel and slander, the plaintiff shall be at liberty 
to aver that the words or matter complained of were used in 
a defamatory sense, specifying such defamatory sense without 
any prefatory averment to show how such words or matter 
were used in that sense ; and such averment shall be put in 
issue by the denial of the alleged libel or slander ; and where 
the words or matter set forth, with or without the alleged 
meaning, show a cause of action, the declaration shall be 
sufficient. 



20 & 21 Vict. c. 83. 

"VVhereas it is expedient to give additional powers for the 
suppression of the trade in obscene books, prints, drawings, 
and other obscene articles : Be it enacted by the Queen's 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows : 
Justices, &c. !• It shall be lawful for any metropolitan police magistrate, 

may authorize or other stipendiary magistrate, or for any two justices of the 

search of 

suspected peace, upon complaint made before him or them, upon oath, 

premises. 
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that the complainant has reason to believe, and does believe, 
that any obscene books, papers, writings, prints, pictures, 
drawings, or other representations, are kept in any house, 
shop, room, or other place, within the limits of the jurisdic- 
tion of any such magistrate or justices, for the purpose of sale 
or distribution, exhibition for purposes of gain, lending upon 
hire, or being otherwise published for purposes of gain, which 
complainant shall also state upon oath that one or more articles 
of the like character have been sold, distributed, exhibited, 
lent, or otherwise published as aforesaid, at or in connection 
with such place, so as to satisfy such magistrate or justices 
that the belief of the said complainant is well founded, and 
upon such magistrate or justices being also satisfied that any 
of such articles so kept for any of the purposes aforesaid are 
of such a character and description that the publication of 
them would be a misdemeanor, and proper to be prosecuted 
as such, to give authority by special warrant to any constable 
or police officer into such house, shop, room, or other place, 
with such assistance as may be necessary, to enter in the day- 
time, and if necessary to use force, by breaking open doors or 
otherwise, and to search for and seize all such books, papers, 
writings, prints, pictures, drawings, or other representations 
as aforesaid, found in such house, shop, room, or other place, 
and to carry all the articles seized before the magistrate or 
justices issuing the said warrant, or some other magistrate or 
justices exercising the same jurisdiction ; and such magistrate 
or justices shall thereupon issue a summons, calling upon the 
occupier of the house or other place which may have been so 
entered, by virtue of the said warrant, to appear within seven 
days before such police stipendiary magistrate or any two jus- 
tices in petty sessions for the district, to show cause why the 
articles so seized should not be destroyed ; and if such occu- 
pier or some other person claiming to be the owner of the 
said articles shall not appear within the time aforesaid, or 
shall appear, and such magistrate or justices shall be satisfied 
that such articles, or any of them, are of the character stated 
in the warrant, and that such, or any of them, have been kept 
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Limitation of 
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for any of the purposes aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the 
said magistrate or justices, and he or they are hereby required, 
to order the articles so seized, except such of them as he or 
they may consider necessary to be preserved as evidence in 
some further proceeding, to be destroyed at the expiration of 
the time hereinafter allowed for lodging an appeal, unless 
notice of appeal as hereinafter mentioned be given, and such 
articles shall be in the meantime impounded; and if such 
magistrate or justices shall be satisfied that the articles seized 
are not of the character stated in the warrant, or have not 
been kept for any of the purposes aforesaid, he or they shall 
forthwith direct them to be restored to the occupier of the 
house or other place in which they were seized. 

II. No plaintiff shall recover in any action for any irregu- 
larity, trespass, or other wrongful proceeding, made or com- 
mitted in the execution of this Act, or in, under, or by virtue 
of any authority hereby given, if tender of sufficient amends 
shall have been made by or on behalf of the party who shall 
have committed such irregularity, trespass, or other wrongful 
proceeding, before such action brought ; and in case no tender 
shall have been made, it shall be lawful for the defendant in 
any such action, by leave of the Court where such action shall 
depend, at any time before issue joined, to pay into Court such 
sum of money as he shall think fit, whereupon such proceed- 
ing, order, and adjudication shall be had and made in and by 
such Court as in other actions where defendants are allowed 
to pay money into Court. 

III. No action, suit, or information, or any other proceed- 
ing of what nature soever, shall be brought against any person' 
for anything done or omitted to be done in pursuance of this 
Act, or in the execution of the authorities under this Act, 
unless notice in writing shall be given by the party intending 
to prosecute such action, suit, information, or other proceed- 
ing to the intended defendant, one calendar month at least 
before prosecuting the same, nor unless such action, suit, in- 
formation, or other proceeding shall be brought or commenced 
within three calendar months next after the act or omission 
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complained of, or in case there shall be a continuation of 
damage, then within three calendar months next after the 
doing such damage shall have ceased. 

IV. Any person aggrieved by any act or determination of Appeal, 
such magistrate or justices in or concerning the execution of 

this Act may appeal to the next general or quarter sessions 
for the county, riding, division, city, borough, or place in and 
for which such magistrate or justices shall have so acted, 
giving to the magistrate or justices of the peace whose act or 
determination shall be appealed against, notice in writing of 
such appeal and of the grounds thereof, within seven days 
after such act or determination, and before the next general 
or quarter sessions, and entering within such seven days into 
a recognizance with sufficient surety before a justice of the 
peabe for the county, city, borough, or place in which such 
act or determination shall have taken place, personally to 
appear and prosecute such appeal, and to abide the order of, 
and pay such costs as shall be awarded by such Court of 
Quarter Sessions, or any adjournment thereof, and the Court 
at such general or quarter sessions shall hear and determine 
the matter of such appeal, and shall make such order therein 
as shall to the said Court seem meet ; and such Court, upon 
hearing and finally determining such appeal, shall and may 
according to their discretion award such costs to the party 
appealing or appealed against as they shall think proper ; and 
if such appeal be dismissed or decided against the appellant, 
or be not prosecuted, such Court may order the articles seized 
forthwith to be destroyed : Provided always, that it shall not 
be lawful for the appellant on the hearing of any such appeal 
to go into or give evidence of any other grounds of appeal 
against any such order, act, or determination than those set 
forth in such notice of appeal. 

V. This Act shall not extend to Scotland. Limitation of 

Act. 
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A. 
ACCESSORIES n 

to publication of libel, 52 

ACTION, 

truth of the defamatory matter, sufficient defence, 5 N 

payment of money into Court in, 29 

ADDRESS 

of printer, 89 

AFFIDAVIT, 

that publication is by order of Parliament, 19 

AGENT, 

innocent agent not liable, 53 

cannot plead command of principal, 52 

cannot recover damages from employer, ib. 

request to, to publish defamatory matter, 54 

distinction between criminal and civil liability of principal for act 

of, ib. 
liability of principal for act of, 43 — 54 

AGGRAVATION 

of damages by plea of justification, 37 

ALIEN, 

libel on, 71 

ANNUAL RETURNS, 

printers and publishers to make, 81 
of the title of a newspaper, ib. 
of names of proprietors, &c, ib. 

I 2 
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APOLOGY, 

statutory plea for libel inserted in newspaper, 29 
most be placed in prominent part of paper, 69 
not printed in very small type, ib. 

AUTHORS, * 

criticism on productions of, 30 — 35 

B. 

BELIEF, 

bond fide, in truth of imputations, 33 

BILL 

for discovery may be filed, 90 

BOARDS OF GUARDIANS, 

whether meetings of, are public meetings, 62 
reports of proceedings of, ib. 

BONA FIDES, 

reports must be bond fide, 14, 17, 58 
communication in, 4 

BOOKS, 

reviews of, 30 — 35 

BOOKSELLERS, 

liability of, for act of servant, 51 

BREACH OF PEACE, 

libel regarded as crime on account of tendency to lead to, 6 



C. 

LORD CAMPBELL'S ACT, 

truth of defamatory matter and public benefit, a defence to criminal 

proceedings, s. 6 ; 7, 36, 41 — 43 
libel inserted without actual malice, and without gross negligence, 

and apology offered, s. 2, 29 
payment into court under s. 2 ; ib. 
objections to s. 2, 30 

liability of master for act of servant, 8. 7 ; 43 — 52 
does not affect preliminary proceedings before a magistrate, 38 
case under s. 4 of, 42 
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CARICATURE 

of author, 30—35 

CERTIFICATE, 

that publication is by order of Parliament, 19 

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS, 

truth of defamatory matter sufficient defence, 5 
payment into court in, 29 

COMMAND 

of principal, no defence for agent, 52 

COMMENT, 

use of general terms to be avoided, 5 
general rules to be observed, 18, 30 
on public entertainments, 34 
on public men, 23, 35 

COMMON LAW, 

truth of defamatory matter, no answer to criminal proceedings and 

evidence thereof inadmissible, 6, 35 
parliamentary authority to publish defamatory matter, no defence 

at, 20 
reports of public meetings not generally privileged, 26 
grounds of privilege at, ib. 

if publication proved, justice bound to commit at, 38 
master liable, both civilly and criminally at, for act of servant, 43 

COMPANIES, 

reports of the proceedings at meetings of, 64 

are such meetings public within the Act of 1881 ? ib. 

publication of defamatory matter to shareholders of, 65 

COMPANIES ACTS, 

registration provisions do not apply to newspaper belonging to joint 
stock company duly incorporated under, 93 

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION, 

defence of, 4 

COURT OF JUSTICE, 

reports of proceedings in, 14 
absolute privilege of reports of proceedings in, ib. 
may prohibit report of its own proceedings, 17 
ex parte proceedings in, 15 
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COURT OP SUMMARY JURISDICTION, 
definition of, 92—93 

duties of, in newspaper libel cases, 76 — 78 
s. 5 of Newspaper Libel Act applied to, ib. 

CREDITORS, 

reports of the proceedings at meetings of, 64 
are such meetings public within Act of 1881 ? ib. 

CRIMINAL INFORMATION, 
ex officio informations, 8, 81 

filed under the order or direction of the High Court, 8, 72 
fiat of Director of Public Prosecutions not necessary, 70 
s. 3 of Act of 1881 does not apply to, 71 
do the words " criminal prosecution " include ? 73 

CRIMINAL PROSECUTION, 
what do the words include ? 73 
not against newspaper without fiat, 70 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS, 

truth of defamatory matter, no answer at common law, 6, 35 
by statute, truth of defamatory matter combined with public advan- 
tage, a good defence to, 7, 36, 41 — 43 
fiat of Director of Public Prosecutions necessary to commence 
proceedings against editor, manager, proprietor, &c, 70 

CRITIC, 

duties of, 30 

CRITICISM, 

general rules to be observed, 18, 30 — 35 



D. 
DAMAGES, 

evidence in mitigation of, 29 
aggravation of guilt of defendant, 37 

DEAD PERSON, 

libel on dead person, 71 

DEBATES 

in Parliament, reports of, 21 
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DEFENCE, 

privileged occasion, 4, 14, 19, 26, 58 

under Vexations Indictments Act, 79 

truth of defamatory matter, 5, 27 

truth of defamatory matter and public benefit, 7, 36, 41 — 43 

fair and bond fide comment upon a matter of public interest, 27 

fiat of Director of Public Prosecutions not obtained, 70 

fair and accurate report, 74 

strong or probable presumption that jury would acquit, ib. 

libel of a trivial character, 76 

apology offered and money paid into Court, 29 

letter or statement of explanation or contradiction inserted in paper, 

58 
under s. 7 of Lord Campbell's Act (Master and Servant), 43 

DEFENDANT 

may consent to Court assuming summary jurisdiction, 76 

DICTATION, 

libel written at dictation of another, 53 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS, 

fiat of, necessary to commencement of criminal proceedings against 

newspapers, 70 
duties of, ib. 
with reference to criminal informations, ib. 

DISCOVERY 

of proprietor of newspaper, 90 

DUTY, 

with reference to privileged communication, 4 

E. 
EDITORS, 

liability of proprietors for act of, 40 — 51 

duties of, ib. 

cannot recover from employer, 52 

defence by, under s. 4 of Act of 1881, 73 

cannot be prosecuted without fiat of Director of Public Prosecutions, 

70 
defence by, under s. 5 of Act of 1881, 76 
cannot plead command of principal, 52 

ENTRIES, 

copies of, in register of proprietors to be evidence, 84 
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EVIDENCE 

of truth of libel in civil proceedings, 5 

in criminal proceedings, 6, 7, 34, 36, 41, 43, 74—77 
copies of entries in register to be, 84 
see also s. 1 of 3 & 4 Vict. c. 9, 19 

EX PARTE PROCEEDINGS, 
reports of, 15 — 17 

F. 
FEES, 

registration fees. See Appendix. 

FIAT 

of Director of Public Prosecutions necessary to commence criminal 

proceedings against newspaper, 70 
not necessary in the case of criminal informations, ib. 

FINE, 

magistrate may inflict, in case of trivial libels, 76 

FOREIGNER, 

non-resident foreigner applying for criminal information, 71 

FOX'S LIBEL ACT, 

question of libel or no libel left to the jury, 1 1 

G. 
GOVERNMENT, 
libels on, 8 — 9 

GRAND JURY 

with respect to newspaper libels, 8, 79 

I. 

IMPRESSIONS OF ENGRAVINGS, 
printer need not retain copy, 88 

INDICTMENT, 

truth of libel no answer to, 6, 7, 36, 41, 43 
truth of libel and public benefit good defence, ib 

INNOCENT AGENT 
in publishing libel, 53 
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INNUENDO, 

explanation of, 1 

INSPECTION 
of register, 83 

INSTRUCTIONS 

to publish libel, 54 

INTENTION 

of author or publisher, how far material, 2 

INTEREST, 

in boiid fide communication, 4 

J. 
JOURNALIST, 

duties of, 12, 18, 30—35 

JUDGE, 

whether words capable of meaning complained of, question for, 2 

whether occasion is privileged or not, question for, 4 

whether any evidence of truth of libel to be left to jury, question 

for, 5 
duty of, to leave question of libel or no libel to jury, 12 
Fox's libel Act, 11 

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS, 
reports of, 14 

absolute privilege of reports of, ib. 
ex parte report of, 15 

JURISDICTION 

of magistrate to hear evidence in justification, 6, 7, 35, 36, 41, 43, 

74,77 

JURY, 

whether words are defamatory, question for, 1 

must be guided by ordinary natural meaning of words, 2 

if words bear a more extended sense than usual, question for, ib. 

if occasion be privileged, malicious communication question for, 4 

truth of defamatory matter, question for, 5 

grand jury, 8, 79 

question of libel or no libel for, 12 
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JUSTICES, 

jurisdiction of, to hear evidence in justification, 6, 7, 35, 36, 41, 

43, 74—77 
duties of, in cases of libel against newspapers, 74 — 77 
at Common Law no power to hear evidence in justification, 35, 38 
strong or probable presumption that jury would acquit, 74 
summary jurisdiction in trivial libels, 76 

JUSTIFICATION, 

evidence in justification of libel, 6, 7, 35, 36, 41, 43, 74—77 



L. 

"LAWFULLY CONVENED," ^ 

when meeting is to be considered, 59 

LAWFUL PURPOSE, 
what, 60 

LECTURES, 

how far public meetings, 62 

LETTER OF EXPLANATION, 
insertion of, 58, 68 

LIBEL, 

definition of, 1 

LIBEL ACTS, 

Fox's libel Act, 11 

Lord Campbell's Act, 7, 29, 36, 39, 41, 43 

Newspaper Libel Act, 1881, 8, 13, 27, 35, 56 

LOCAL BOARD, 

meetings of; whether public meetings within the Act of 1881, 62 

M. 
MAGISTRATE, 

jurisdiction of, to hear evidence in justification, 6, 7, 35, 36, 41, 43, 

74—77 
duties of, in cases of libel against newspapers, 74 — 77 
at Common Law no power to hear evidence in justification, 35, 38 
strong or probable presumption that jury would acquit, 74 
summary jurisdiction in trivial libels, 76 
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MALICE, 

necessary element of libel, 3 
deprives defendant of privilege, 18 
in fact, 66 
in law, ib. 

MANAGER. See Editor. 

MASTER, 

liability of, for acts of servant, 40 — 51 

servant cannot recover from, 52 

defence by, under s. 7 of Lord Campbell's Act, 43 

civil liability of master for act of servant distinguished from criminal 

liability, 54 
may ratify act of servant and make it his own, 52 

MITIGATION, 

evidence in mitigation of damages, 29 

MOTIVE, 

with reference to damages, 2—3 



N. 
NAME 

and address of printer, 89 

NEGLIGENCE, 

libel inserted without gross, 29 

NEWSAGENTS, 
liability of, 51 

NEWSPAPER, 

insertion of apology in, 29, 57, 68 
insertion of letter of explanation in, ib. 
definition of, 57 

NEWSPAPER LIBEL AND REGISTRATION ACT, 1881, 8, 13, 
27, 35, 56 

NEWSPAPER PROPRIETOR, 
definition of, 57 

printers and publishers to make returns of, 81 
no criminal prosecution without fiat, 70 
liable for acts of editor or agent, 40 — 51 
defence by, under s. 7 of Lord Campbell's Act, 43 
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NEWSPAPER PROPRIETOR-am&niak* 
servant cannot recover from, 52 
civil and criminal liability distinguished, 54 
registration of, 81 
discovery of, 90 
new proprietor, 82 
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OCCASION OF PUBLICATION, 
Courts of Justice, 14 
Houses of Parliament, 21 
public meetings, 26, 58 
privileged communications, 4 

OCCUPATION, 
definition of, 57 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, 
what meetings are, 60 

PARISH MEETINGS, 

when public meetings, 62 
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PARLIAMENT, 

reports of proceedings in, 19, 21, 23 

absolute privilege of such reports, ib. 
reports of debates, speeches, &c. , ib. 
publication of speech by member of, 21, 24 

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 

protection given to persons employed in the publication of, 19 
not affected by 39 Geo. III., c. 79, s. 28 ; 88 

PAYMENT INTO COURT, 

under s. 2 of Lord Campbell's Act, 29 
operates as an admission of liability, 30 

PENALTIES 

for omission to make annual returns, 82 

for wilful omission from or misrepresentation in such returns, ib. 

recovery of, and enforcement of orders, 84 

for neglect or refusal to produce copy of paper, 88 

recovery of, 89 

application of, ib. 

for not printing name and residence on every paper or book, 90 

actions and criminal proceedings in name of law officers of Crown, 91 
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PITT PRESS, 

as to books printed at, 91 

PLACE OP RESIDENCE, 
definition of, 57 

POLITICAL MEETINGS, 

reports of proceedings at, 61 

PRESS, 

privileges and duties of the, 5 — 12, 30—35, 63 

PRESUMPTION OP LAW, 

every publication of defamatory matter malicious, 3 

PRINCIPAL 

liable for acts of editor or other agent, 40 — 51 
defence by, under s. 7 of Lord Campbell's Act, 43 
agent or servant cannot recover from, 52 
civil and criminal liability distinguished, 54 
may ratify act of servant or agent, 52 

PRINTER, 

liability of, for printing libel, 52 

must make annual returns, 81 

to keep copies of every paper printed, 88 

to write thereon name and abode of employer, ib. 

to produce copy within six months, ib. 

discovery of, 90 

must print name and residence on paper, 90 

PRINTING 

names and addresses, &c. , 88 

PRIVATE MEETINGS, 
what are, 61 

PRIVILEGE, 

privileged communication, 4 
occasions of, 14, 21, 26, 58 

PROBABLE PRESUMPTION 
of magistrate, 75 

PROCURING PUBLICATION 
of libel, 52—54 

PROPRIETOR. See Newspaper Proprietor. 
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PROSECUTION 

not against newspaper without fiat, 70 

words "eriminal prosecution," what they include, 73 

PUBLIC BENEFIT 

combined with truth of defamatory matter, 6, 7, 35, 36, 41, 43, 67, 

74 
public benefit and untrue defamatory matter, 67 

PUBLIC INTEREST, 

privilege on ground of, 26 

PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS, 
comments upon, 30 — 35 

PUBLIC MEN, 

comments upon, 9, 30 — 35 

PUBLIC MEETINGS, 

reports of proceedings at, 26, 58 
within the Act of 1881, 58—68 
not within the Act of 1881, 26—28 
lawfully convened, 59 
lawful purpose, 60 
open to the public, ib. 

PUBLICATION, 
how proved, 2 
of parliamentary papers, 19 
must be for public benefit in criminal proceedings, 6, 7, 35, 36, 41, 

43, 67, 74 
instructions to publish, 54 
to shareholders, 64 

not merely by exposure in the course of printing, 64, 65 
in sect. 7 of Lord Campbell's Act, word applies to libel and not to 

newspaper, 47 
of untrue defamatory matter, 67 
of all misconduct discovered not advisable, 7 

PUBLISHERS, 

liability of, for publishing libel, 52 

no prosecution of, without fiat, 70 

liable for acts of agent, 49—51 

defence under sect. 7 of Lord Campbell's Act, 43 

servant cannot recover from, 52 
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PUBLISHERS— continued. 

civil and criminal liability distinguished; 54 

to make annual returns, 81 

discovery of, 90 

must not publish papers without name of printer printed thereon, 91 



R. 
RATIFICATION, 

principal and agent, 52 

REGISTRAR, 

definition of, 56 

name of, and office, ib. 

to enter returns in register, 83 

fees payable to, 84 

REGISTRY OFFICE, 
where situate, 56 

REGISTRATION FEES. &« Appendix. 

REGISTER OF PROPRIETORS, 

Board of Trade may authorize registration of only a representative 

number of the proprietors, 81 
how established, ib. 
returns to be entered in, 83 
copies or extracts from the, to be evidence, 84 

REPORTS 

of proceedings in Courts of Justice, 14 

of proceedings in Parliament, 21 

of ex parte proceedings in Court, 15 

of public meetings not within the Act of 1881, 26 

of public meetings within the Act of 1881, 58 

must be fair and accurate, 65 

REPORTER, 

duties of, 65 
malice of, 18, 66 

REPRESENTATIVE BODIES, 
reports of proceedings of, 62. 

REPRESENTATIVE PROPRIETORS, 
registration of, 81 
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RETURNS, 

annual, power of party to make, 82 

RIDICULE, 

effect of libel, 77 

REVIEWER, 

general duties of, 30—35 

S. 
SCHEDULES. See Appendix, 96 

SCHOOL BOARDS, 

whether meetings of, public meetings, 62 
reports of the proceedings of, ib. 

SEDITIOUS LIBEL, 

special plea under Lord Campbell's Act, 43 

SERVANT, 

innocent servant not liable, 53 

cannot plead command of master, 52 

cannot recover damages from master, ib. 

distinction between civil and criminal liability of master for act of, 

54 
liability of master for act of, 43 — 54 
liability of, for aiding in publishing libel, 52 

SHAREHOLDERS, 

publication of defamatory matter to, 64 
meetings of, whether public, ib. 

SPEECHES 

in Courts of Justice, 14 

in Houses of Parliament, 21 

publication of, by member of Parliament, 21, 24 

at public meetings within the Act of 1881, 58 — 70 

at public meetings not within the Act of 1881, 26 — 28 

ST. ASAPH, 

trial of the Dean of, 10 

STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION, 
reasonable letter or statement, 58 — 68 

STAMP ACT, 

The Stamp Act, 1711, 85 
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STATUTES. &* Appendix, 97 
former statutes on registration, 85 

SUMMARY JURISDICTION ACTS, 77, 84, 92 

SUMMARY JURISDICTION, COURT OF, 92, 98 

SUMMARY ORDERS, 84 

SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS, 78 



T. 

TOWN TOUNCILS, 

meetings of, whether public within the Act of 1831, 82 
reports of meetings of, ft. 

TRANSFER 

or transmission of share or interest in paper, 82 

TRIVIAL LIBELS, 

where libel is of a trivial character, 76 

TRUTH 

of defamatory matter, in actions, 5, 27 

of defamatory matter, combinsd'wtth public benefit, 0, 7, 85, 36, 41, 

43,67,74 
in criminal proceedings, ib. 

U. 
UNIVERSITY PRESS, 

Oxford, "as to books printed at> 91 

UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLIES, 

as to reports of the proceedings at, 60 



UNTRUE DEFAMATORY MATTER, 
the publication of, and public benefit, 67 



V. 

VESTRY MEETINGS, 

whether they are public meetings within the Act of 1881, 62 
reports of the proceedings at, ib. 

VEXATIOUS INDICTMENTS ACT, 
as to libels within, 79 
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W. 

WILFUL MISREPRESENTATION, 
penalty for, 82 

WILFUL OMISSION, 
penalty for, 82 

WORKS OF ART, 
criticism on, 30 — 35 



THE END. 



BRADBURT, AONEW, & CO., PRINTERS WhITKFRURS. 



A C ATA L O G U E 



OF 



LAW WORKS 



PUBLISHED AND SOLD BY 



Stevens & Haynes, 

f afo . fttbfisJKns, Jduttlfers * tfqrorfers, 

i3, BELL YARD, TEMPLE BAR, 

LONDON. 



BOOKS BOUND IN THE BEST BINDINGS. 

Works in all Glasses of Literature supplied to Order. 

FOREIGN BOOKS IMPORTED. 

LIBRARIES VALUED FOR PROBATE, PARTNERSHIP, 

AND OTHER PURPOSES. 

LIBRARIES OR SMALL COLLECTIONS OF BOOKS PURCHASED. 

A large Stock of Reports of the various Courts of England, Ireland, 

and Scotland, always on Aand. 

Catalogues and Estimates Furnished, and Orders Promptly Executed. 



NOTE. — To avoid confusing our firm with any of a similar name y 
we beg to notify that we have no connexion whatever with any 
other house of business, and we respectfully request that Corre- 
spondents will take special care to direct all communications to 
the above names and address. 



3000 

=5-3-«4- 



STEVENS <5r* HAYNES, BELL YARD, TEMPLE BAR. 

INDEX OF SU-BjfeOtS. 



PAGE 

ADMINISTRATION ACTIONS— 

Walker andJMgOKl ...•-. 18 

ADMINISTRATORS— 

Walker ,. j6 

ADMIRALTY LAW— 

Jones 14 

Kay 17 

Smith 23 

ARTIZANS AND LABOURERS' 
I>WBLLING6— Uoy* .... 13 

ASSAULTS— 

.&* MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

BALLOT ACT— 

Bushby 33 

BANKRUPTCY— 

Baldwin 15 

Hazlitt 29 

Ringwood •. 15, 29 

BAR EXAMINATION JOURNAL 39 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ...... 40 

BILLS OF LADING— 

Campbell / . 9 

Kay 17 

BILLS OF SALE— 

Baldwin 15 

Indermaur 28 

Ringwood 15, 26 

BIRTHS AND DEATHS REGIS- 
TRATION— 

Flaxman 43 

BUILDING LEASES AND CON- 
TRACTS— 

Emden 8 

CAP AC ITY 

See PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL 
LAW. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT— 

Copinger 42 

CARRIERS— 

See RAILWAY LAW. 
„ SHIPMASTERS. 

CHANCERY DIVISION, Practice of— 
Brown's Edition of Snell ... 22 
Griffith and Loveiand .... 6 

Indermaur 25 

Williams 7 

And see EQUITY. 

CHARITABLE TRUSTS— 

Cooke 10 

Whiteford 20 

CHURCH AND CLERGY— 

Brice 9 

CIVIL LAW— See ROMAN LAW. 

CODES— Argtes 32 

COLLISIONS AT SEA— Kay . . 17 

COLONIAL LAW— 

Canada 18 

Cape Colony 38 

Forsyth. . 14 

New Zealand Statutes . . . . 18 
Tarring 41 



PAGB 

COMMERCIAL AGENCY— 

Camsbgll . * • . . • • 9 

COMMOKTAW— 

Inderttatr 24 

COMMON PLEAS DIVISION, Practice 
of— 
Griffith and Loveiand • • • 6 

COMPANIES LAW— 

Brice ,46 

*w*tey.; .,.,.. v . . ,<7 

Kcflijr* Uepwts ■. 30 

Smftft .*•-«". • . . •- 39 

Watts 47 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

OTMPENSAITON— 

Browne ■• • • . 19 

Lloyd 13 

COMPULSORY PURCHASE— 

Browne 19 

CONSTABLES— 

See POLICE GUIDE. 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND 
HB5TOHY— 

Fors^tfi 14 

Taswell-Langmead 21 

Thomas 28 

CONTRACTS— 

Kay 17 

CONVEYANCING— 

Copinger, Title Deeds .... 45 
Copinger, Precedents in ... 40 

Deane, Principles of a$ 

Williams 7 

COPYRIGHT— 

Copinger 45 

CORPORATIONS— 

Brice 16 

Browne 19 

COSTS, Cw>wn.Office— 

Short 41 

COVENANTS FOR TITLE- 

Copinger ........ 45 

CREW OF A SHIP— 

Kay 17 

CRIMINAL LAW— 

Copinger 42 

Harris 27 

^MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

CROWN LAW— 

Forsyth 14 

Hall 30 

Kelyng 35 

Taswell-Langmead 2.1 

Thomas 28 

CROWN PRACTICE— 

Corner . 10 

CUSTOM AND USAGE— 

Browne 19 

Mayne 38 

CUSTOMS— 

^MAGISTERIAL LAW. 



STEVENS 6* WAYNES, BELL YARD, TEMPLE BAR. 



INDEX OF «UB,|ECTS-<»«aw. 



PAGE 

DAMAGES— 

Mayne 31 

DICTIONARIES— 

Brown 26 

DIGESTS— 

Law Magazine Quarterly Digest . 37 
Menaes' Digest of Cape Reports . 38 

DISCOVERY— 

Griffith's Judicature Acte k ' . ♦ 6 
Peile 7 

DISTRICT REGISTRIES— 

Simmons 6 

DIVORCE— Harrison 23 

DOMICIL— 

See PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL 
LAW* 

DUTCH LAW ....... 38 

ECCLESIASTICAL LAW— . 

Brice . . . 9 

Smith » . 23 

EDUCATION ACTS— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

ELECTION LAW and PETITIONS— 

Bushby 33 

Hardcastle 33 

O'Malley and Hardcastle ... 33 
Seager . .' . . . 47 

EQUITY— 

Choyce Cases 35 

Pemberton . 32 

Snell 22 

Williams 7 

EVIDENCE— 

See USAGES AND CUSTOMS. 

EXAMINATION OF STUDENTS— 
, Bar Examination Journal ... 39 
Indermaur ...... 24 and 25 

EXCHEQUER DIVISION, Practice of— 
Griffith and Loveland .... 6 

EXECUTORS— 

Walker . . * 6 

EXTRADITION— 

Clarke 44 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

FACTORIES— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

FISHERIES— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

FIXTURES— 

Brown 33 

FOREIGN LAW— 

Argles 32 

Dutch Law 38 

Foote 36 

Harris 47 

FORGERY— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

FRAUDULENT CONVEYANCES— 
May 29 

GAIUS INSTITUTES— 

Harris 20 



GAME LAWS— Locke . . . 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 
HACKNEY CARRIAGES— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

HINDU LAW— 
Coghlan 



PAGE 

32 



26 



Cunningham 38 and 42 



38 

44 



16 

21 

17 
40 



6 
7 



Mayne 

Michell 

HISTORY— 

Braithwaite 

Taswell-Langmead . . . 

HYPOtHECATION— 

Kay 

INDEX TO PRECEDENTS— 

Copinger ......' 

•INFANTS— 

Simpson 43 

INJUNCTIONS— 

Joyce ri 

INSTITUTE OF THE LAW— 

Brown's Law Dictionary ... 26 

INTERNATIONAL LAW— 

VsiarKe ......... 44 

Foote 3° 

Law Magazine 37 

INTERROGATORIES— 

Griffith and Loveland's Edition of 
the Judicature Acts .... 

Peile • . . 

INTOXICATING LIQUORS— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

JOINT STOCK COMPANIES— 
See COMPANIES. 

JUDICATURE ACTS— 

Cunningham and Martinson . . 

Griffith 

Indermaur 25 

Kelke 6 

JURISPRUDENCE— Forsyth . . 14 

JUSTINIAN'S INSTITUTES— 

Campbell ....*.... 47 
Harris - .... 20 

LANDS CLAUSES CONSOLIDA- 
TION ACT— 

Lloyd 13 

LAND, -IMPROVEMENT OF, by 
Buildings — 
Emden 8 

LATIN MAXIMS 28 

LAW DICTIONARY— 

Brown 26 

LAW MAGAZINE and REVIEW . 37 

LEADING CASES— 

Common Law 25 

Constitutional Law ^ .... 28 
Equity and Conveyancing . . . 25 
Hindu Law 20 

LEADING STATUTES— 

Thomas 2g 



7 
6 



B 2 



STEVENS *• HAYNES, BELL YARD, TEMPLE BAR, 



INDEX OF 3UBJE0T8-«««««'«'- 



PACK 

LEASES— 

Copinger 45 

LEGACY AND SUCCESSION— 

Hanson 10 

LEGITIMACY AND MARRIAGE— 

See PRIVAT.E INTERNA- 
TIONAL LAW. 
LICENSES— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 
LIFJE ASSURANCE— 

.Buckley 17 

Reilly 29 

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS— 

Banning 42 

LIQUIDATION with CREDITORS— 

Baldwin 15 

Ringwood 15 

And see BANKRUPTCY. 

LLOYD'S BONDS 14 
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Williams 7 

MAGISTERIAL LAW— 

Greenwood and Martin .... 46 

MALICIOUS INJURIES— 
See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

MARRIAGE and LEGITIMACY— 

Foote 36 

MARRIED WOMEN'S PRO- 
PERTY ACTS— 
Bromfield's Edition of Griffith . 40 

MASTER AND SERVANT- 

See SHIPMASTERS & SEAMEN. 

MASTERS AND SERVANTS— 
See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

MERCANTILE LAW 32 

Campbell 9 

See SHIPMASTERS and SEA- 
MEN. 
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Daniel 42 
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Harris 47 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 
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TIONAL LAW. 
NEGLIGENCE— 

Campbell .40 
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Brown's Savigny 20 

PARLIAMENT— 
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PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE— 
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PARTITION— 
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See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 
„ RAILWAY LAW. 

PASSENGERS AT SEA— 

Kay 17 

PATENTS— 

Daniel 42 

Higgins 12 

PAWNBROKERS— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

PERSONATION and IDENTITY— 

Moriarty 14 

PETITIONS IN CHANCERY AND 
LUNACY— 

Williams 7 

PILOTS— 

Kay 17 

POLICE GUIDE— 

Greenwood and Martin .... 46 

POLLUTION OF RIVERS— 

Higgins . 30 

PRACTICE BOOKS— 

Bankruptcy 15 

Companies Law .... 29 and 39 

Compensation 13 

Compulsory Purchase . . . . 19 
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Damages 31 

. Ecclesiastical Law 9 

Election Petitions 33 
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High Court of Justice . . 6 and 25 
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Judicature Acts .... 6 and 25 

Magisterial 46 

Pleading, Ppecedents of . . . 7 
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Rating 19 

Supreme Court of Judicature 6 and 25 

PRECEDENTS OF PLEADING— 

Cunningham and Mattinson . . 7 

Mattinson and Macaskic ... 7 
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Lloyd 13 
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Brice (Corporations) 16 

Browne (Rating) 19 

Deane (Conveyancing) .... 23 

Harris (Criminal Law) .... 27 

Houston (Mercantile) .... 32 

Indermaur (Common Law) . . 24 
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Ringwood (Bankruptcy) ... 15 

Snell (Equity) 22 
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Bar Examination Journal ... 39 

Indermaur . 25 

Waite 22 

RAILWAYS— 

Browne 19 

Godefroi and Shortt 14 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 

RATING— 

Browne 19 

REAL PROPERTY— 

Deane \ . 23 

'Tarring 26 
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Flaxman (Births and Deaths) . . 43 

Seager (Parliamentary) .... 47 
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REPORTS— 
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Campbell 47 

Harris 20 
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See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 
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See CORPORATIONS. 
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See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 
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STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS— 

Banning 42 
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Hardcastle 9 

New Zealand 18 
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Cunningham and Mattinson . . 7 
Griffith and Loveland .... 6 
Indermaur 25 

TELEGRAPHS— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 
TITLE DEEDS— 

Copinger 45 

TOWNS IMPROVEMENTS— 

See MAGISTERIAL LAW. 
TRADE MARKS— 

Daniel 42 

TREASON— 

Kelyng 35 

Taswell-Langmead 21 
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QUARTER SESSIONS PRACTICE, 

a Vstot itttcum 

OF GENERAL PRACTICE IN APPELLATE AND CIVIL CASES 

AT QUARTER SESSIONS. 

By FREDERICK JAMES SMITH, 

OP TNE. MIPDUE TEMPLE, BAJMtlSTER-AT-LAW, AND RECORDER OP MARGATE. 



it 



: Mr. Smith's book will, we are 'rare, be footid 
to afford much assistance to the magistrate* form- 
ing the Court, and to these who 'practise before 
them." — Law Magazine. 



<< 



This book will, we think obtain a high place 
amongst the books which deal with this branch of 
the law." — Law Joumdl. 



In one volume, 8vo, price 2U., cloth, 

A COMPENDIUM OF THE LAW RELATING TO I 

EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS, With an Appendix of 

Statutes, Annotated by means of References to the Text. By W. Gregory 

Walker,. B. A., of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law, Author of "The Partition 

Acts, 1 868 and 1876; A Manual of the Law of Partition and of Sale in Lieu of 

Partition," &c 

" Mr. Walker is fortunate in his «hoiee of *» sub- 
ject, and the power of treating it succinctly, for 
the ponderous tomes of Williams, however satisfac- 
tory as an authority, are necessarily inconvenient 

for reference as well as expensive On the 

whole we are inclined to think the book a good and 
useful one." — Law JonrnaL 



if 



1 We highly approve of Mr. Wallcer*s arrange- 
ment The Notes are full, and as far as we 

have been able to ascertain, carefully and accurately 
compiled. . , . . . We can commend it as bearing 
on its fade evidence of skilful and careful labour, 
and we anticipate that it will be found a very 
acceptable substitute for the ponderous tomes 
of the much esteemed and valued Williams." — 
Law Times. 



In one thick volume, 8vo, price 30?., cloth lettered, 

THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE ACTS, 

1873, 1875, and TS77 ; the Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876, and the Rules, 
Orders, and Costs thereunder ; Edited with Notes, References, and a Copious 
Analytical Index, Second Edition. Embodying all the Reported Cases to 
Michaelmas Sittings, iSff, and a Time Table. By William Downes 
Griffith, of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, and a Judge of County Courts ; 
and Richard Loveland Loveland, of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, 
Editor of " Hall's Essay on the Rights of the Crown in the Seashore," &c. 

In royal i2mo, price 4s. y cloth, 
A DIGEST OF THE LAW OF 

PRACTICE UNDER THE JUDICATURE ACTS ANO RULES, 

AND THE CASES DECIDED IN THE CHANCERY AND COMMON LAW DIVISIONS 

FROM NOVEMBER 1875, TO AUGUST 1880. 

By W. H. HASTINGS KELKE, M.A., Barrister-at-Law. 

. . 1 « — 

In royal i4xno, price 3*. 6d. t cloth, 
THE PRESENT PRACTICE IN 

DISTRICT REGISTRIES OF THE COMMON LAW DIVISION 

OF THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE. 
By FRANK SIMMONS. 
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la 8*0, prit* iu., cloth. 

THE LAW AND PRACTICE OF DISCOVERY 

tfft THE'SUHREMU COURT 0* JUSTICE. 
WrTH an Appendix of Forms, Orders, &c., and an Addenda giving the 

ALTERATIONS: UNQft* TH* NEW RULES 07 PRACTICE. 

By CLARENCE. J, PEIXE, of tfi* Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 



" Mr. Peikigtas Itttfcfe ftotale an elabcieJev sttcUsyttematic treatise on Discovery «... It will 
be seen that the took is>very aompflelsensive, and covers. the whole subject .... The- whole book 

shows signs of cm aaA abifcty Them 'a an. excellent table of multiple references to the 

cases cited."— Solicitor? Journal. 

Mr. Peile has done well in writing this book. The subject is carefully yet tersely treated." — Law Times. 
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I*8vo, prioe i6.fi, otath, 

TEE NEW CONVEYANCING ACTS, including the 

CONVEYANCING AND LAW OF PROPERTY ACT, 1881, and the 
SOLICITORS' REMUNERATION ACT, 1881. With an Introduction, 
Notes, and Forms. By Sydney. E. Williams, of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister- 
at-Law, Author of tc Petitions in Chancery and Lunacy." 

In one volume, 8vo, price i8j., cloth, 
THE LAW AND PRACTICE RELATING TO 

PETITIONS IN CHANCERY AND LUNACY, 

INCLUOtNO 

THE SETTLED ESTATES ACT, LANDS CLAUSES ACT, TRUSTEE ACT, WINDING- 
UP PETITIONS, PETITIONS RELATING TO SOLICITORS, INFANTS, Etc, Etc. 

WITH AN APPENDIX OT FORMS AND PRECEDENTS. 

By SYDNEY E. WILLIAMS, of Lincoln's Inn, Bairister-at-Law. 

"The book is furnished with a selection of Forms and Precedents ; the arrangement of matter seems 
convenient ; and we have found it easy to consult. We have not observed any important omission within 
the scope of the Treatise, and the writer deserves the praise of having put together with some skill aa 
unpretending work, which is at least more useful than certain larger law books we know oL" Solicitors* 
Journal. 

Second Edition, in 8va, price 2&j., cloth, 

A SELECTION OF PRECEDENTS OF PLEADING 

UNDER THE JUDICATURE ACTS IN THE COMMON LAW DIVISIONS. 

With Notes explanatory of the different Causes of Action and Grounds of Defence ; and 

an Introductory Treatise on the Present Rules and Principled of Pleading aa 

illustrated by the various Decisions down to the Present Time.' 

By JOHN CUNNINGHAM, of the Middle Temple, Bamster-at-Law, and 
MILES WALKER MATTINSON, of Gray's Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 

SECOND EDITION. 

By MILES WALKER MATTINSON, of Gray's Inn, Barrister-at-Law, and 

STUART CUNNINGHAM MACASKIE, of Gra/s Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 

RBVIB-vVe. 

" The notes are very pertinent and satisfactory : the introductory chapters on the present systemof pleading 
are excellent, and the precedents "will be found very useful. "«—/«>* Law Turns. 

" A work which, in the compass of a single portable volume, contains a brief Treatise on the Principles 
and Rules of Pleading, and a carefully annotated body of Forms which have to a great extent gone through 
the entirely separate sifting processes of Chambers, Court, and Judges' Chambers, cannot fail to be a most 
useful companion in the Practitioner's daily routine. "—Law Magazine and Review. 

" The work contains a treatise on the new rules of pleading which is well written, but would bear com- 
pression. To most of the precedents there are notes referring to the decisions which are most useful to the 
pleader in connection with the particular cause of action involved. We are disposed to think that this is the 
most valuable portion of the work. It is extremely convenient to have some work which collects notes of 
this sort in connection with pleading."— Solicitors Journal. 
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In royal i2mo, price aor., cloth. 

EMDEN'S LAW RELATING TO 

BUILDING LEASES & BUILDING CONTRACTS, 

THE IMPROVEMENT OF LAND BY, AND THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF, BUILDINGS. 

WITH A FULL COLLECTION OF PRECEDENTS OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR 

BUILDING LEASES, BUILDING LEASES, CONTRACTS FOR BUILDING, 

BUILDING GRANTS, MORTGAGES, AND OTHER FORMS WITH 

RESPECT TO MATTERS CONNECTED WITH BUILDING. 

TOGETHER WITH THE 

STATUTES RELATING TO BUILDING, 

WITH NOTES AND THE LATEST CASES UNDER THE VARIOUS SECTIONS. 

9lnb s <&Lossarg at glrr^ittdnral ani> $nilbin£ ftttma. 

By ALFRED EMDEN, 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, ESQ., BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 



"The present treatise of Mr. Emden deals with the subject in an exhaustive manner, which leaves 

nothing to be desired The book contains a number of forms and precedents for building leases and 

agreements which are not to be found in the ordinary collection of precedents." — 7!fo Times. 

" It is obvious that the number of persons interested in the subject of building is no small one. To 
supply the wants of this class by providing a treatise devoted exclusively to the law of building and 
kindred matters has been accordingly the main object of Mr. Emden's labours. We are able on the whole 
to say with confidence that his efforts deserve reward. His arrangement of the subject is clear and 

perspicuous It may be said without hesitation that they have been dealt with in a manner which 

merits high commendation. —Law Times. 

"This is a careful digest of a branch of the law which, so far as we know, has not yet been fully 

treated The book seems to us a very complete and satisfactory manual, alike for the lawyer as 

for the architect and the builder."— Solicitors' Journal. 

"Mr. Emden has obviously given time and labour to his task, and therefore will save time and labour 
to those who happen to be occupied in the same field of enquiry." — Law Journal. 

*| In this work Mr. Emden has collected and systematically arranged a mass of legal lore relating to 
Building Leases, Building Contracts, and generally to the improvement of land by buildings and their 
construction. The lawyer, the architect, and the contractor will here find brought into a focus and 
readily available, information which would, but for this convenient volume, have to be sought for in 
various quarters." — Law Magazine. 

"It may_ safely be recommended as a practical text-book and guide to all people whose fortune or 
misfortune it is to be interested in the construction of buildings and other works." — Saturday Review. 

" In such cases it is serviceable to possess a book like Mr. Emden's on 'the Law of Building Leases, 
Building Contracts, and Buildings.' The subjects, it is needless to say, are difficult, but the exposition of 
them is sufficiently plain to be comprehended by every intelligent layman. Mr. Emden's book is incom- 
parably the best among those which are professedly intended for the use of architects, builders, agents, as 

well as lawyers throughout the pages there is not a paragraph to be discovered which is 

not perfectly clear. "— The A rckitect. 

"Mr. Emden's very useful handbook, which supplies a desideratum long felt by lawyers, architects, 
and others engaged in preparing leases, contracts, and in building operations generally. The work is well 
printed, and marginal references are given throughout." — Building News. 

"To supply this want is the writer's object in publishing this work, and we have no hesitation in 
expressing our opinion that it will be found valuable by several distinct classes of persons .... it seems 
to us a good and useful book, and we recommend the purchase of it without hesitation." — The Builder. 

" We are aware of no other work which deals exclusively with the law relating to buildings and contracts 
to build. Mr. Emden writes in an unusually clear style for the compiler of a law book, and has not 
failed to note the latest decisions in the law courts. His list of precedents is very full." — The Field. 

" From the point of view of practical utility the work cannot fail to be of the greatest use to all who 
require a little law in the course of their building operations. They will find both a sound arrangement 
and a clear sensible style, and by perusing it with ordinary attention many matters of which they were 
before doubtful will become quite comprehensible." — City Press. 

Now ready, royal 1 2 mo, price 2s. bd. , cloth. 

EMDEN'S METROPOLIS MANAGEMENT AND 

BUILDINGS ACTS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1882. with Notes 

to the Sections, and an Index. Forming a Supplement to the " Law Relating to 
Building Leases, Building Contracts," &c. By Alfred Emden, of the Inner 
Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 

" There is a copious index to the work, and the architect and surveyor who require to be well informed 
up to present date in the Statute Law will obtain this Supplement to Mr. Emden's valuable handbook." 
— Building News. 



) 



STEVEkS & HAYkES, BELL YAkD, TEMPLE BAR, 9 

In one volume, royal 8vo, price 30?., cldth, 
TH£ LAW Rt LATIN'S TO PtHK 

SALE OF GOODS AND COMMERCIAL AGENCY. 

By ROBERT CAMPBELL, M.A., 

of Lincoln's inn, barrister- at-la\v ; advocate of the scotch bar; 
author of the "law ok negligence," etc. 




Notwithstanding thfe existence of the works referred to by the author* in hfc« Tpreface, he has produced 
flQrtttiJe whiclPcAmo? fiul to be of utitityto practising- lawyters« and t* incroaa^ hUrovnTe^utaaou."— 

■ In one volume, 8vo, 1879, price 20$"., cloth, 

A TREATISE ON THE RULES WHICH GOVERN > 

THE CONSTRUCTION AND/EFFECT 

OF STATUTORY LAW. 

WITH AN APPENDIX 
Ob certain. words and expressions used IN STATUTES, "WHICH 

HAVE BEEN JUDICIALLY OR STATUTABLY CONSTRUED. 

By HENR.Y HA.RDCASTLE, 

" * ■ » ■ 

. . OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW ; 
EDITOR OF " BUSHBYV ELECTION* L^w/' "WARDCASTLe's ELBCTLoV iRiTITlCmi," AND 
JOINT-EDITOR OF "ELECTION PETITION REPORTS." 
T T ' r ' , /*"" T . -i * J > t 1^ W , ■ ■ 4 r f i j ,y f. . .I, I , f ,- N r • n 1 -. ^ T 

k ^*^% shouH be -doiiigf less thttfi'jast&e, however, *o the-lie^AuiessctAlr.Mar^caitld^ book 
if we did not point out ja; valuable special feptur*, opsj^ing, .of- firij*p»endi3o devoted to the 
collection of a list pf words which "have been judicially or statutioly expfcunea, with reference 
to thec&tes in which they- are sb explained.' We believe fliis-ls dftature peduiaarto Mr. Hard- 
castle's Treatise, and it is one which cannot fail to commend itself to the profession.'' — Law 
Magazine and Review. 

" A vast amount of information' will be fyund in its pages — muqh of jit arranged so as to be 
got at without much difficulty; the chapters apd sections being headed with lines of indication. 
We cftn oqly ndpe Mr. • rfar^ctiit^B will rfecpiveth^t measure of sucoess'tp wrricK th£ a'rnputot of 
labour which ho has feridehtly'beJtowed Upon tne 'work eo.fi ties hi to," -thorn. Tiln$s* • 

. "Its method and object an? excellent, and j^ appears to be the fruit of much careful study." — 
Daily A*fivs. 
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In one voLume, 8vo, price 2&s., cloth, 

THE LAW RELATING TO PUBLIC WORSHIP ; 

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 

i&atterg of Ritual ajt* Ornamentation, 

AND THE imm$ OF SECURING TH0 W? E OBSERVANCE THEREOF, 

1 1 * ' 

AND CONTAINING IN EXTENSO, 

WITH NOTES AND REFERENCES, 

THE PUBLIC WORSHIP REGULATION ACT, X874; THE CHURCH DISCIPLINE ACT; 
THE VARIOUS ACTS OF UNIFORMITY ; THE LITURGIES OF 1549, 1551, and 1559, 

•' COMPARED with 

THE PRESENT RUBRIC ; THE CANONS ; THE ARTICLES ; AND THE INJUNCTIONS, 
ADVERTISEMENTS, & OTHER ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS OF LEGAL AUTHORITY. 

By SEWARD BRICE, LL.D., . 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 



" To the vast number of people who in various ways are interested in the 
working of the Acf f Mr. Bricks volume cannot fail to be welcome. It is well con- 
ceived and carefully executed. 11 — The Times. 
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Now ready, in 8vo, price 6s. 6d. 9 cloth, 

THE CUSTOMS AND INLAND REVENUE ACTS, 

1880 and 1881 

(43 Vict. Cap. 14, and 44 Vict. Cap. 12.), 

So far as they Relate to the Probate, Legacy, and Succession Duties, and the Duties on 
Accounts. With an Introduction and Notes. By Alfred Hanson, Esq. , Comp- 
troller of Legacy and Succession Duties. 

*,* This forms a Supplement to the Third Edition of the Probate, Legacy, and Succession Doty 
Acts, by the same Author. 



Third Edition, in 8vo, 1876, price 25 s. t cloth, 

THE ACTS RELATING TO PROBATE, LEGACY, AND 

SUCCESSION DUTIES. Comprising the 36 Geo. HI. c. 52 ; 45 Geo. III. 
c. 28; 55 Geo. III. c. 184; and 16 & 17 Vict. c. 51 ; with an Introduction, 
CopiousNotes, and References to all. the Decided Cases in England, Scotland, 
. and Ireland. An Appendix of Statutes, Tables, and a full Index. By Alfred 
Hanson, of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Comptroller of Legacy 
' and Succession Duties. Third Edition. Incorporating the Cases- to Michaelmas 
Sittings, 1876. 

M It is the only complete book upon a subject of great iinportance. 

"Mr. Hanson is peculiarly qualified to be the adviser at such a time. Hence a volume 
without a rivaL" — Law Times. 

" His book is in itself a most useful one ; its author knows every in and out of the subject, 
and has presented the whole in a form easily and readily handled, and with good arrangement 
and clear exposition." — Solicitors* Journal. 

In royal 8vo, 1877, price iar., cloth, 
LES HOSPICES DE PARIS ET DE LONDRES. 



THE CASE OF LORD HENRY SEYMOUR'S WILL 

(WALLACE v. THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL). 

Reported by FREDERICK WAYMOUTH GIBBS, C.B., Barrister-at-Law, 



LATE FELLOW OP TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 



In preparation, and to be published shortly, 

CORNER'S CROWN PRACTICE: 

Being the Practice of the Crown Side of the Queen's Bench Division of the High Court; 
of Justice; with an Appendix of Rules, Forms, Scale of Costs and Allowances, &c 

SECOND EDITION. 

By FREDERICK H. SHORT, of the Crown Office, and iff. £>. CHALlfcERS* 
of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, Author of " Digest of the taw of Bills 
of Exchange." 

In 8vo, 1867, price 165., cloth, 

CHARITABLE TRUSTS ACTS, 1853, 1855, 1860; 

THE CHARITY COMMISSIONERS JURISDICTION ACT, 1862; 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHARITIES ACTS: 
Together with a Collection of Statutes relating to or affecting Charities, including the 
Mortmain Acts, Notes of Cases from 1853 to the present time, Forms of Decla- 
rations of Trust, Conditions of Sale, and Conveyance of Charity Land, and a 
very copious Index. Second Edition. 

By HUGH COOKE and R. G. HARWOOD, of the Charity Commission. 

"Charities are so numerous, so many persons are 
directly or indirectly interested in them, they are so 
much abused, and there is such a growing desire to 
rectify those abuses and to call in the aid pf the 
commissioners for a more beneficial application of 
their funds, that we are not surprised to receive a 



second edition of a collection of all the statutes that 
regulate them, admirably annotated by two such 
competent editors as Messrs. Cooke and Harwood, 
whose official experience peculiarly qualifies them 
for the task." — Law Times. 
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In one volume, royal Svo, 1877, price 3?Wi,,tlQtlv • 

THE DOCTRINES & PRINCIPLES OF 
THE LAW OF INJUNCTIONS. 



OP 



By WILLIAM JOYCE, 

LINCOLN'S IKif, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 



L • 



''Mr. Joyce, whose -learned and exhaustive work on 'The Law and Practice of Injunctions' has 
gained such a deservedly high reputation in the Profession, now brings out a valuable companion volume 
on the * Doctrines and Principles * of this Important branch of the Law. In the present work the Law is 
enunciated in its abstract rather than its concrete form, as few cases. as possible being cited ; while at the. 
same time no statement of a principle is made unsupported by a decision, -and for the most part the very 
language of the Coumhas been adhered to. Written as it is by so acknowledged a master of his subject, 
and with the conscientious carefulness that might be expected from him. this work cannot fail to prove of 
the greatest assistance alike to the Student— who wants to grasp principles freed from their superincum- 
bent details — and to the practitioner^ who wants to refresh his memory On joints of doctrine amidst the 
oppressive details of professional work." — Law Magazine and Review. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 



In two votaries, royal Svo, 1872, price for tf cloth, 

THE LAW k PRACTICE OF fflJDHCTIONS. 

EMBRACING 

ALL THE 8UBJECT8 IN WHICH OOURT8 OF EQUITY 
AND OOMMON LAW HAVE JURISDICTION. 

Bv WILLIAM JOYCE, 

op Lincoln's inn, barrister-:At-law. 



REVIEWS. 



"A work which aims at being so absolutely 
complete, as that of Mr. Joyce upon a subject 
which is of almost perpetual recurrence in the 
CourtSj cannot fail to be a welcome offering to the 
profession, and, doubtless, it will be well received 
and largely used, for it is as absolutely complete as 
it aims at being. .... This work is, therefore, 
eminently a work for the practitioner, being full of 
practical utility in every page, and every sentence, 
of it. . . . >. We have to congratulate the pro- 
fession on this new acquisition to a digest of the 
law, and the author on his production of a work of 
permanent utility and fame." — Law Magazine 
and Review. 

" Mr. Joyce has produced, not a treatise, but a 
complete and compendious exposition of the Law 
and Practice of Injunctions both in equity and 
common law. 

" Part III. is devoted to the practice of the 
Courts. Contains an 'atnouni of valuable and 
technical matter nowhere else collected. 



" From these remarks it will be sufficiently per- 
ceived what elaborate and painstaking industry, as 
well as legal knowledge and ability, has oee» 
necessary in the compilation of Mr. Joyce's work. 
No labour has been spared to save the practitioner 
labour, and no research has been omitted which 
could tend towards the elucidation and exemplifi- 
cation of the general principles of the Law aad 
Practice of Injunctions. ' — Law journal. 

" He does not attempt to go an inch beyond that 
for which he has express written authority ; he al- 
lows the cases to speak, and does not speak for them, 

" The work is something more than a treatise on 
the Law of Injunctions.^ It gives us the general 
Jaw on almost every subject to which the process of 
injunction is applicable. Not only English, but 
American decisions are cited, the aggregate number 
being 3,500, and the statutes cited 160, whilst the 
index is, we think the most elaborate we have, ever. 
seen — occupying nearly aco pages. Tra work is. 
probably entirely exhaustive. *—Z.<rt» Tithes. 



It is a 



"This work, considered either as to its matter or manner of execution, is to ordinary wodc. 
complete and exhaustive treatise both as to the law and the practice of granting injunctions. It must 
supersede all other works on the subject. The terse statement of the praefkw wjlF bt foond of incalculable 
value. We know of no book as suitable to supply a knowledge of the law of injunctions to our common 
law friends as Mr. Joyce's exhaustive work. It is alike indispensable to members of the Common Law 
and Equity Bars. Air. Joyce's great work would be a casket without a. key unless accompanied by a good 
index. His index is very full and well arranged. We feel that thiswonc is destined -to take its place 
as a standard text-book, and the text-book on the particular subject of which it treats. The author 
deserves great credit for the very great labour 'bestowed* upon it. The publishers, as usual, have 
acquitted themselves in a manner deserving of the high reputation they bear."— Canada Law Journal. 
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HIGGINS'8 DIGEST OF PATENT CASE*. 

Price 2 1 s», 

A DIGEST OF THE REPO^TEI) CASES 

RELATING TO THE 

LAW AND PRACTICE OF LETTERS 
PATENT FOR INVENTIONS, 

Decided from the passing of the Statute of Monopolies to the present time ; 

Together with an Appendix, giving the Reported Cases from June, 1875, to March, 1880, 

as also some Gases not reported elsewhere. 

By CLEMENT HIGGINS, MA, F.C.S., 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 



" Mr. Higgins's work will be useful as a work of reference. Upwards of 700 cases are digested : and, 
besides a table of contents, there is a full index to the subject-matter ; and that index, which greatly 
enhances the value of the book, must have cost the author much time, labour, and thought." — Law Journal. 

" 'This is essentially,' says Mf. Higgins in his preface, .'a book of reference.' Xt remains to be added 
whether the compilation is reliable and exhaustive. It is only fair to say that we think it is ; and we will 
ad«hi AfVthc arra*ge»qnt ff 9ubwct*njt«tter (chnpok>fifri widf oachrfeadstg, tfcr dntje, »d <fc*tff«* 
evep mfble references' being appended to every decisioq) ana thfeneat %pd careTully-execatea. index <whic| 
is flecfttedly above the average) ape such as no reader Off essentially a book of reference' coula fioarrej 
\Mh. n —Sblttif<>rt* Joitrnat. '" ~ * 

" On the whole, Mr. Higgins's work has been well accomplished. It has ably fulfilled its object by 
supplying a reliable and authentic summary of the reported patent law cases decided in English courts of 
lawandye^tyfi^ile^DmenAva-eoi^tqte hUtorjf pC'Jegajl doctyinjcoir tbs» ppjjjts af4ayr and j^actice 
relating to its subject." — irisKLaw "Times. 

" Mr. Higgins hjas* with wonderful and accuse research, jjrodfcttd a -^ffrk-wJiicKfeifliiflch needed, since 
we have no collection of patent cases which does not terminate years ago. We consider, too, if an inventor 
furnishes himself with this Digest and a littfe treatise pn jhe law of patents, he will be able to be as much 
his own patent lawyer as it js safe to ht. n -^Scientific and Ldtetary Review. ■ 

"Mr. Higgins's object has been to supply a reliable and exhaustive summary of the reported patent cases 
decided in English courts of law and equity, and this object he appears to have attained. The classifica- 
tion is excellent, being, as Mr. Higgins very truly remarks, that which naturally suggests itself from 
the practical working of patent law lights. The lucidstyle in which Mr. Higgins has written his Digest 
will not fail to recommend it to all who may consult his book ; and the very copious index, together with 
the tab,le of cases, will render, the work especially valuable to professional men.' — Mining Journal.- 

"The appearance of Mr. Higgins's Digest is exceedingly opportune. The plan of the work is definite 
and simple. We consider that Mr. Higgins, in the production of this work, has met a long-felt demand. 
Not merely the legal profession and patent agents, but patentees, actual or intending inventors, manufac- 
turers, and their scientific advisers will find the Digest an invaluable book of reference." — C/temical News. 

"The arrangement and condensation of the main principles and facts of the cases here digested render 
the work invaluable in the way of reference." — Standard. 

• " The work constitutes a step in the right direction, and it is likely to prove of much service as a guide, 
a by no means immaterial point in its favour being that it includes a number of comparatively recent' 
cases." — Engineer. ^ 

"From these decisions the state of the law upon any point connected with patents may be deduced. 
In fine, we must pronounce the book as invaluable to all whom it may concern. —Quarterly Journal of 
Science. 



In 8vo, price 6s. , sewed, 
A DIGEST OF THE REPORTED CASES 

RELATING TO THE 

LAW AND PRACTICE OF LETTERS PATENT FOR INVENTIONS; 

DECIDED BETWEEN JUNE, 1875, AND MARCH, 1880: 
TOGETHER WITH SOME UNREPORTED CASES. 

FORMING 

AN APPENDIX TO DIGEST OF PATENT CASES. 

By CLEMENT HIGGINS, 

BARRISTER-AT-LAW.] 
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la Svo, price 2y., cloth, 

THE LAW OF COMPENSATION FOR LANDS, HOUSES, to 

UNDER THE LANDS CLAUSES, RAILWAY CLAUSES CONSOLIDATION AND 

METROPOLITAN ACTS, 

THE ARTIZANS AND LABOURERS' DWELLINGS IMPROVEMENT ACT, 1875. 

WITH A FULL COLLECTION OF F0RM8 AND PRECEDENTS. 

FIFTH EDITION, Enlarged, with Additional Forms, including 

Precedents of Bills of Costs. 

By EYRE LLOYD, » 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER* AT- LAW. 



"The work is eminently a practical one, aud is of great value to practitioners who have to deal with 
compensation cases." — Solicitors' Journal. 

"A fourth edition (if Mr. Lloyd's valuable treatise has just been published. Few branches of the law 
affect so many and suck important interests as that which fives to private individuals compensation for 
Pro p e r ty compulsority taken for the purpose of public improvements. The questions which arise under the 
different Acts of Parliament now xn force are very numerous and difficult \ and a collection of decided 
cases epitomised and well arranged, as they are in Mr. Lloyd's work, cannot fail to be a welcome addition 
to the library of all who are interested in landed property , whether as owners, land agents,, public officers, 
or solicitors?' — Midland Counties Herald. 

satisfactory it appears to us in every point of 
view— comprehensive in its scope, exhaustive in its 
treatment, sound in its exposition." — Irish Lank 
Times. 



*t • 



It is with much gratification that we have to 
express our unhesitating opinion that Mr. Lloyd's 
treatise will prove thoroughly satisfactory to the 
profession, and to the public at large. Thoroughly 

" In Providing the legal profession with a book which contains the decisions of the Courts of Law and 
Equity upon the various statutes relating to the Law of Compensation, Mr. Eyre Lloyd has long since 
left all competitors in the distance, and his book may now be considered the standard work upon the sub- 
ject. The plan of Mr. Lloyds book is generally known, and its lucidity is appreciated; the present quite 
fulfils all the promises of the preceding editions, ami contains in addition to otter matter a complete set 
ofform$ under* the Artisans and Labourers Aetj 1875, and specimens $f Bills of Costs, which wjlfye found 
a novel feature, extremely useful to legal Practitioners."— justice OF the "pKAqfc. 



' " The work is one of great value. It deals with 
a complicated and difficult branch of the law, and it 
deals with it exhaustively. It is not merely a com- 
pilation or collection of the statutes- bearing on the 
subject, with occasional notes add references. 
Rather it may be described as a comprehensive 
treatise on, and digest of, the law relating to the 
compulsory acquisition and purchase of land by 
public companies and municipal and other local 
authorities, and the different modes of assessment 



of the compensation. All the statutes bearing on 
the subject have been collated ; all the law on the 
subject collected, and the decisions conveniently 
arranged. With this comprehensiveness of scope 
is united a clear statement of -principles, and prac- 
tical handling of the points which are likely to be 
contested, and especially of those in which tKe 
decisions are opposed or differently understood."— 
Local Governtnent ChronUlc. 



In 8vo, price 7 j., cloth, 

THE SUCCESSION LAIS OF CHRISTIAN COUNTRIES, 

WITH, SPECIAL REFERENCE TO - p 

THE LAW OF PRIMOGENITURE A8 IT EXISTS IN ENGLAND. ' 

Bv EYRE LLOYD, B.A., 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER- AT-LAW J AUTHOR OF 4, THB LAW OF COMPENSATION 



t/NDER'THB LANDS CLAUSES CONSOLIDATION ACTS," ETC. 

" Mr. Lloyd has given us a very useful and compendious liula. digest of the laws of succession which 
exist at .the present day in the principal States of both Europe and America ; and we should say it is a book 
which not only every lawyer, but every politician and statesman, would 'do well to add to hU library."-* 
Pail Mail Gazette. 

. "Mr. Eyre Lloyd compresses into little more than eighty pages a considerable amount of matter both 
valuable and interesting ; and his quotations from Diplomatic Reports by the present Lord Lytton, and 
other distinguished public servants, throw a picturesque light on a narrative much of which is necessarily 
dry reading. We can confidently recommend Mr. Eyre Lloyd's new work as one of great practical 
utility, if, indeed, it be not unique in our language, as a book of reference on Foreign Succession Laws." 
— Law Magazine and Review. 

m " Mr. Eyre Lloyd has composed a useful and interesting abstract of the laws on the subject of succes- 
sion to property in Christian countries, with special reference to the law of primogeniture in England."— 
Saturday Review. 

" Thift is a very useful little handy book on foreign succession laws. It containa in aaepUojuised form 
information }wh(cn weald have to be spught through a great number of scattered authorities and fort igp 
faw treatises, and will be found of great value to the lawyer, the* writer, and the political student. "w 
Standard* . ' ' 
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In one volume, royal 8vo, price 3ar., cloth, 

CASES AND OPINIONS ON CONSTITUTIONAL LAW, 

AND VARIOUS POINTS OF ENGLISH JURISPRUDENCE. 

Collected and Digested from Official Documents and other Sources; with Notes. By 
William Forsyth, M.A., M.P., Q.C., Standing Counsel to the Secretary of 
State in Council of India, Author of "HortensruV' "History of Trial by Jury," 
"Life of Cicero," etc., late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 



From the CONTEMPORARY REVIEW. 

"We cannot but regard with interest a book 
which, within moderate compass, presents us with 
the opinions or resAonsa of such lawyers and states- 
men as Somers, Holt, Hardwicke, Mansfield, and, 
to come down to our own day, Lvndhurst, Abinger, 
Denman, Cranworth, Campbell, St. Leonards, 
Westburv, Chelmsford Cockburn, Cairns, and the 
present Lord Chancellor Hatherley. At the end of 
each chapter of the ' Cases and opinions ' Mr. 
Forsyth has added notes of his own, containing a 
most excellent summary of all the law bearing on 
that branch of his subject to which the 'Opinions' 
refer." 

From the LAW MAGAZIN3B and LAW 
REVIEW. 

" Mr. Forsyth has largely and beneficially added 
to our legal stores. His work may be regarded as in 
some sense a continuation of ' Chalmers's Opinions 
of Eminent Lawyers.' . . . The constitutional 



relations between England and her colonies* are 
becoming every day of more importance. The 
work of Mr. Forsyth will do more to make these 
relations perfectly clear than any which has yet 
appeared. Henceforth it will be the standard work 
of reference in a variety of questions which arc 
constantly presenting themselves for solution both 
here and in our colonies." 

Prom the LAW TIMES. 

"This one volume of 560 pages or thereabouts 
is a perfect storehouse of law not readily to be 
found elsewhere, and the more useful because it is 
not abstract law, but the application of principles 
to particular cases. Mr. Forsyth's plan is that of 
classification. He collects in separate chapters a 
variety of opinions bearing upon separate branches 
of the law . . . This is a book to be read, and 
therefore we recommend it, not to all lawyers only, 
but to every law student. The editor's own notes 
are not the least valuable portion of the volume." 



In one thick volume, 8vo, price 32/., cloth, 

THE LAW OF RAILWAY COMPANIES. 

Comprising the Companies Clauses, the Lands Clauses, the Railways Clauses Consoli- 
dation Acts, the Railway Companies Act, 1867, and the Regulation of Railways 
Act, 1 868 ; with Notes of Cases on all the Sections, brought down to the end of the 
year 1868 ; together with an Appendix giving all the other material Acts relating 
to Railways, and the Standing Orders of the Houses of Lords and Commons ; 
and a copious Index. By Henry Godefroi, of Lincoln's Inn, and John 
Shortt, of the Middle Temple, Barristers-at-Law. 

form. . . . We believe that we have said enough 



"The title of this book is the best possible 
explanation of its contents. Here we have all the 
statutes affecting Railway Companies, with the 
standing orders of Parliament, in a volume exqui- 
sitely printed, and of most convenient size and 



to show that this book will prove to be of pre- 
eminent value to practitioners, both before Parlia- 
mentary committees and in the Courts of Law and 
Equity." — Law Journal. . 



In 8vo, price 2.5. 6V., 

MORIARTY ON PERSONATION AND DISPUTED IDENTITY 

AND THEIR TESTS. 



In a handy volume, crown 8vo, 1870, price 10s. 6d. 9 cloth, 

THE LAW OF SALVAGE, 

As administered in the High Court of Admiralty and the County Courts; with the 
Principal Authorities, English and American, brought down to the present time ; 
and an Appendix, containing Statutes, Forms, Table of Fees, etc. By Edwyn 
Jones, of Gray's Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 

is a complete guide, and is full of information 
upon all phases of the subject, tersely and clearly- 
written." — Liverpool Journal ofCom me rte. 



" This book will be of infinite service to lawyers 
practising in the maritime law courts and to those 
engaged in shipping. In short, Mr. Jones's book 



In 8vo, 1867, price is., sewed, 

LLOYD'S BONDS : THEIR NATURE AND USES. 

By Henry Jefferd Tarrant, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 
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Tfiird Edition, in 8vo, price s. t cloth, 

THE PRINCIPLES OF BANKRUPTCY. 

WITH AN APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

THE GENERAL RULES OF 1883, SCALE OF COSTS, AND THE 

BILLS OF SALE ACTS, 1878 & 1882, AND THE 

RULES OF JANUARY 1884. 

By RICHARD RINGWOOD, B.A., 

THE MIDDLE TEMPLE, ESQ., BARRISTER- AT- LAW ; LATE SCHOLAR OF TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN. ** 



"This edition is a considerable improvement on the first, and although chiefly written for the use of 
Students, the work will be found useful to the practitioner." — Law Times. 

"The author of this convenient handbook sees the point upon which we insist elsewhere in regard to 

the chief aim of any system of Bankruptcy Law which should deserve the title of National 

There can be no question that a sound measure of Reform is greatly needed, and would be welcomed by 
all parties in the United Kingdom. Pending this amendment it is necessary to know the Law as it is, 
and those who have to deal with the subject in any of its practical legal aspects will do well to consult 
Mr. Ringwood's unpretending but useful volume." — Law Magazine. 

" The above wor]c is written by a distinguished scholar of Trinity College, Dublin. Mr. Ringwood 
haft chosen a most difficult and unattractive subject, but he has shown sound judgment and skill in the 
manner in which he has executed his task. His book does not profess to be an exhaustive treatise on 
bankruptcy law, yet in a neat and compact volume we have a vast amount of well-digested matter. The 
reader is not distracted and puzzled by having a long list of cases flung at him at the end of each page^ as 
the general effect of the law is stated m a few well-selected sentences, and a reference given to the leading 
decisions only on the subject. . . . An excellent index, and a table of cases, where references to four 
sets of contemporary reports may be seen at a glance, show the industry and care with which the work 
has been done." — J>aify Paper* 

Fourth Edition, in royal i2mo, price i6s., cloth, 

A CONCISE TREATISE UPON 

THE LAW OF BANKRUPTCY. 

WITH AN APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

The Bankruptcy Act, 1883 ; General Roles and Forms ; 

Scale of Costs; Board of Trade Orders; the Debtors Acts; and 

Bills of Sale Acts, 1878 and 1882. 

By EDWARD T. BALDWIN, M.A., 

OP THE INNER TBMPLB, BARKIST«R-AT-LAW. 



1 Mr. Baldwin's book has a well-earned reputation for conciseness, clearness, and accuracy. .... As 
a terse and readable treatise on Bankruptcy law his work may be commended to our readers. • . . There 
is a good index.**— Solicitors* Journal. 

11 The new edition of this book will be welcomed by the profession .... It Still remains one of the 

most handy manuals of Bankruptcy Law and practice It will fully maintain the reputation 

which the work has acquired." — Law Journal. 

" The whole book forms a compendious and wonderfully readable treatise. . • • The style is clear 
and concise .... The index is voluminous."— Law Times. 
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In one volume of One Thousand Pages, royal 8vo, price 42s., cloth, 
A TREATISE ON. THE DOCTRINE OF 

ULTRA VIRES: 

BEING 

An InvestlgatioQ of the Principles which Limit the Capacities, Powers, and Liabilities of 

CORPORATIONS*, 

AND MORE ESPECIALLY OF 

JOINT STOCK COMPANIES. 

SECOND EDITION. 

■ 

By SEWARD BRICE, M.A., LL.D. London, 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 



BI7IIW& 

" Despite its unpromising and cabalistic title, and the technical nature of its subject, it has so recom- 
mended itself to the profession that a second edition is called for within three years from the first fttbli* 
cation ; atid to this call Mr. Brice has respondea with the /resent volume, the development if which in 
excess of its predecessor is remarkable even in the annals of law books. Sixteen hundred new cases have 
been introduced, and, instead of five hundred pages octavo, the treatise occupies a thousand very much 
larger pages. This increase in bulk is partly due to the incorporation with the English law on the subject 
of the more important A merican and Colonial doctrines and decisions— a course which we think Mr. Brice 
wise in adopting, since the judgments of American tribunals are constantly becoming more frequently 
quoted and more respectfully considered in our own courts, Particularly on those novel and abstruse points 
of law for which it is difficult to find direct authority in English reports. In the present speculative 
times, anything relating to Joint-Stock Companies is of public importance, and the points on which tike 
constitution and operation of these bodies are affected by the doctritie of Ultra Vires are Just those which 

are most material to the interests of the shareholders and of the community at large. Some 

of the much disputed questions in regard to corporations, on which legal opinion is still divided, are peer- 
ticularly well treated Thus with reference to the authority claimed by the Courts to restrain corpora- 
tions or individuals from applying to Parliament for fresh powers in breach of their express agreements 
or in derogation of private rights, Mr. Brice most elaborately and ably, reviews the conflicting decisions 
on this apparent interference with the rights of the subject, which threatened at- one time to bring the 
Legislature and the Courts into a collision similar to that which followed on the well-known case of 

Ashbyv. White Another very di 'fficult Point on Which Mr. B -rice's /wok affords full and valuable 

itiformation is as to the liability of Companies on contracts entered into before their formation by the 
protnoiixsj as^d subsequently ratified or adopted by the Company and as to the claims of promoters them- 
selves for §ei vices rettdereata thefitcftoate Qompany. .... T/te, chapter on the- liabilities of corporations 
ex delicto/ or fraud ana\ other torts cqftipri&ed by their agents iu$thin the region ofAnpir out/tot ity seethe 
to us remarkably welldbne", revi&tohtg'as it does Off the latest and somewhat centJhnmttory decision* &n tie 
point. . . . On the whole, we consider Mr. Brice s exhaustive work a valuable addition to the literature of 
the profession." — Saturday Review y . , 



"The doctrine which forms" fhe~ subject of Mr.' 
Seward Brice's elaborate and exhaustive work is a 
remarkable instance of rapid growth in modern 
Jurisprudence. HbbwSk, pufcedi now'alraoat con- 
stitutes a Digest of 1&1& Raw*of Cmsat Britain- arid' 
her Colonies and of the United States on the Law 
of Corporatjoons-^a gulgdct ybst ejjtygh; at- htym^; 
but even more so beyond t£e Atlantic, where Cor- 
porations are so numerous aod powerful I Mr. 
Seward Brice relates that he has embodied a refer- 



book brt the" Law of Corporations. He has gone 
far towards effecting a Digest of that Law in its 
relation to the Doctrine of Ultra Vires, and the 
second editttfn -of his most careful and comprehen- 
sive workiiwy fee eoj&me&fttd with iqual confidence 
to 1 the English, the American, and the Colonial 
.Pracfttiorl^r, as; well- w to- the scientific Jurist. "**- 
Law Magazine ahd'fccviehO. '" 

' "It Is the Law oT" Corporations that Mr. Brice 
treats of (and treats of more fully, and at the same 
thjte more scientifically* than any work with which 
we are acquainted),* not 1 the law of principal and 
agent ; and Mr. Brice does not do his book justice 
by giving it so vague a title. — Lo7u Journal. 

" A guide of very great value. Much information 
on a difficult and unattractive subject has been 
.collected and arranged in a manner Which will be 
of great assistance to the seeker after the law on a 

5oint involving the powers of a company." — Law 
f oumal. (Review of First Edition.) 

" On this doctrine, first introduced in the Common Law Courts in East Anglian Railway Co. r. 
Eastern Counties Railway Co., Brice on Ultra Vires may be uead witji advantage."— Judgment. of 
Lord Justice Bramwell, in tJie Case ofEvershed v. L* &> N. IV. Ry. Co: (L. R., 3 Q. 8. D»v. 141,1,) 



ence in the present edition to about ;6oo new, 
cases, and expresses fhe -hope that. he lias at least 
referred to 'the chief cases.' We should think 
there can be few, even of the Foreign Judgments 
and Dicta, which have not found their way into his 
pages. The question what is and what is not Ultra 
Vires is one of very great importance in commercial 
countries like Qreat Britain and the United States. 
Mr. Scwarii Brice has done a great service to the 
cause of Comparative .Jurisprudence by his new 
recension of what was from the first a unique text- 
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Now Ready, Fourth Edition, in royal 8vo, price yis. cloth, 

BDCKLEY ON THE COMPANIES ACTS. 

FOURTH EDITION BY THE AUTHOR. 

THE LAW AND PRACTICE UNDER THE COMPANIES ACTS, 

4862 TO 1880, 

THE JOINT STOCK COMPANIES ARRANGEMENT ACT, 1870, 

AND 

THE LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES ACTS, 1870 TO 1872. 

gt ^rcjtttec flit the $ato of Joint ^torck (Drmpftmt*. 

Containing the Statutes, with the Rules, Orders, and Forms, regulating Proceedings in 
the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice. By H. Burton Buckley, 
M.A., of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law, late Fellow of Christ's College, 
Cambridge. 

" We have no doubt that the present edition of this useful and thorough work will meet with as much 
acceptance as its predecessors have." — Scottish Journal of Jurisprudence. 

"The mere arrangement of the leading cases under the successive sections of the Acts, and the short 
explanation of their effect, are of "great use in saving much valuable time, which would be otherwise spent 
in searching the different digests ; but the careful manner in which Mr. Buckley has annotated the Acts, 
and placed the cases referred to under distinct headings, renders his work particularly useful to all who 
are required to advise in the complications in which the shareholders and creditors of companies frequently 

find themselves involved The Index, always an important part of a law book, is full and well 

arranged." — Scottish Journal 0/ Jurisprudence. 

In two volumes, royal 8vo, 70s. cloth, 

THE LAW RELATING TO 

SHIPMASTERS AND SEAMEN. 

THEIR APPOINTMENT, DUTIES, POWERS, RIGHTS, LIABILITIES, 

AND REMEDIES. 

By JOSEPH KAY, Esq., M.A., Q.C., 

OF TRIN. COLL. CAMBRIDGE, AND OF THE NORTHERN CIRCUIT J 

SOLICITOR-GENERAL OF THE COUNTY PALATINE OF DURHAM; ONE OF THE JUDGES OF THE COURT OF 

RECORD FOR THE'HUNDRED OF SALFORD \ 

AND AUTHOR OF " THE SOCIAL CONDITION AND EDUCATION OF THE PEOPLE 

IN ENGLAND AND EUROPE." 



REVIEWS OF THE WORK. 
From the LIVERPOOL JOURNAL OF COMMERCE. 



" 'The law relating to Shipmasters and Seamen ' 
— such is the title of a voluminous and important 
work which has just been issued by Messrs. Stevens 
and Haynes, the eminent law publishers, of London. 
The author is Mr. Joseph Kay, Q.C, and while 
treating generally of the law relating to shipmasters 
and seamen, he refers more particularly to their ap- 

? ointment, duties, rights, liabilities, and remedies, 
t consists of two large volumes, the text occupying 
nearly twelve hundred pages, and the value of the 



work being enhanced by copious appendices and 
index, and by the quotation of a mass of authori- 
ties. ... 1 he work must be an invaluable one 
to the shipowner, shipmaster, or consul at a foreign 
port. The language is clear and simple, while the 
legal standing of the author is a sufficient guarantee 
that he writes with the requisite authority, and 
that the cases quoted by him are decisive as regards 
the points on which he touches." 



From the LAW JOURNAL. 



"The author tells us that for ten years he has 
been engaged upon it. . . . Two large volumes 
containing 1181 pages of text, 81 pages of appen- 
dices, 98 pages of index, and upwards of 1800 cited 
cases, attest the magnitude of the work designed 
and accomplished by Mr. Kay. 

"Mr. Kay says that he has 'endeavoured to 



compile a guide and reference book for masters, ship 
agents, and consuls.' He has been so modest as 
not to add lawyers to the list of his pupils ; but his 
work will, we think, be welcomed by lawyers who 
have to do with shipping transactions, almost as 
cordially as it undoubtedly will be by those who 
occupy their business in the great waters." 
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Now ready, in fro, price 15*., cloth, 
THE LAW 4BTP PflACTtQE REIjATrjNGT© 

THE ADMmrSTRXTJOM Of DECEASED PERSONS 

BY TH& CIJAN.GE&Y PIVISIW QF TH£ J^Gtf COURT OF JUSTICE; 
WITH AJT ADDENDA giving tfa* ftlUrUioiii. effected by the NEW RULES of 1883, 

And an APPENDIX OF ORDERS ANB FORMS, Annotated by 

References to the Text. 

By W. GREGORY WALKER and EDGAR J. ELGOOD, 

OF LINCOLN'S INN, BAKJRJ8TERS-AT-LAW. 



''.All these 'harvieg' the conduct of ajlmiijisjKition 
, actions>wfll find jtfustwork of great assistance ; it 

pavers 'thevWfbaJe ground of the law and practice . 
'from the institution of proceedings to the final 

wind up." — Law Times. 
"In this volume the most important branch of. 

the administrative business of the Chancery I * iyi- ' 

sion is treated with conciseness and ca$e. Judging " 
• from the 'admirable clearness of expression wi)ich * 
-characterises the entire work, and the )abour which 

has evidently been bestowed on every, detail,- we do 
. not think tqat a literary executorship coujjd have 
.devolved upon a more able and conscientious repre- 
.sentatiye . . . . Useful chapters are introduced 

in their appropriate places, dealing with the 



*,Part,ies (o administration actions/ ^Thfi proofs of 
claims 4n 'Chambers,' and "The cost of adminis- 
;trAUon actions.' To the last-taentioaed* chapter we 
gladly accord special praise, asa.cjear and succinct 
summary of the law t from which so far as we have 
^tested it, no proposition, of any importance has been 
ojni£ted ... . An elaborately constructed table 
of cases, wi£h references in separate columns to all 
the reports, and a fairly good index, much increase 
fhe utility of the*wprk." — Solicitors' Journal. 

" This 4s a book which will supply a want wjij<£& 
, has long been felt . '. . . .As a practical manual 
for .the counsel in practice, ,it will be found ex- 
tremely useful. It is full, fairly concise, dear, 
and exact. The index is good." — Law journal. 



In^vo, price is., 

THE "SIX CLERKS IN CHANCERY;" 

Eheir SUCCESSORS IN OFFICE, and the " HOPSES " they JiMied in. 

A Reminiscence. 
By Thomas W. Braithwaite, pf the Record and Writ Clerks' Office. 



'■ r» ' - * - T' 



" The removal of the Record and Writ Office to the new building has suggested the 
publication of an. interesting and opportune little piece of legal history." — Solicitors' 
"Journal. 

2 vols. 4to, 1876 — 77. 5/. 5 s. calf, 
TOE 

PRACTICAL STATUTES OF NEW ZEALAND. 

WITH NOTES AND INDEX. 
Edited by C. J3. BARTON, of the Middle Temple, Barrjster-at-Law. 



In royal 8vo, price 30J., Jialf calf, 

THE CONSTITUTION OF CANADA. 

THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA ACT, 1867; 

Its Interpretation, Gatherep from the Decisions of Courts, the Dicta of 
Judges, and the Opinions of Statesmen and others; 

To which is added the Quebec Resolutions of 2864, and the Constitution 

of the United States. 

By JOSEPH DOUTRE, Q.C., of the Canadian Bar. 
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In one thick volume* 8vo, 11875, price 25J., cloth, 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 

THE iLAW OF RATING OF HEREDITAMENTS 

IN THE OCCUPATION OF COMPANIES. 
By J. H. BALFOUR BROWNE, 

of THEranyptJE rsM*LE, barrister-at-iaw, akd rbqi&tra* to the railway commissioners. 



"The tables and specimen valuations which are 
printed in an appendix to this volume will be of 
<peat jervioe -to tke pariah .authorities, and to the 
legal practitioners who may have to deal with the 
rating of thoae peaperties which are in the occupa- 
tion of Cenpanies, andweraagnatnlftteMr. Browne 
00 the .production of. a dear and concise hook of 
tbe^yatem.ofCsmpjtny Rating. There is no doubt 



that snch a work is much needed { and we are sure 
that all those who are interested in, or have to do 
with, public rating, will find.it of great service. 
Much credit is therefore due to Mr. Browne for his 
able treatise — a work which his experience as 
Registrar of the Railway Commission peculiarly 
qualified him to undertake." — Law Magazine. 



In 8vo, 1875, price 'Js. 6e/., cloth, 

THE LAW OF USAGES & CUSTOMS : 

^ practical 2£afo Sxaxt. 
B<y J. H. BALFOUR BROWNE, 

OF THE MIDDLE TEMPLE, £ARRISTBR-AT:LAW, ^ND REGISTRAR TO THE RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS. 

"We look upon this treatise as a valuable addition to works written on the Science of Law." — Canada 
Law Journal. 

"As a tract upon a very troublesome department of Law it is admirable — the principles laid down are 
sound, the illustrations are well chosen, and the decisions and dicta are harmonised so far as possible and 
distinguished when necessary." — Irish Law Times. 

"As a book of 'reference we know of none so comprehensive dealing with this particular branch of 
Common Law. .... In this way the hook is invaluable to the practitioner." — Law Magazine. 

■ ■ " ■ 1 ■ ' I H I l| . I I « ■» III 1 . 1 I. II I I ■■ I I ■ I. I i. 1 1,11 . 

In one volume, 8vo, 1875, price i8j., cloth, 

THE PRACTICE BEFORE THE RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS 

UNDER THE REGULATION OF RAILWAY ACTS, 1873 & 1874 ; 

With the Amended General Orders of the Commissioners, Schedule of Forms, and Table 
of Fees: together with the Law of Undue Preference, the Law of the Jurisdiction 
of the Railway Commissioners, Notes of their Decisions and Orders, Precedents of 
Forms of Applications, Answers and Replies, and Appendices of Statutes and Cases. 

By J. H. BALFOUR BROWNE, 

O/F THE MIDDLE TBMfLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW, AND REGISTRAR TO THE RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS. 

work of a man of capable legal attainments, and by 
official position intimate with his subject ; and we 
therefore think that it cannot fail to meet a rtal 
want and to prove of service to the legal profession 
and the public. M — Law Magazine. 



"Mr. Browne's botk is handy and convenient in 
form, and well arranged for the purpose of refer- 
ence : its treatment of the subject is fully and 
carefully worked out : it is, so far as we have been 
able to test it, accurate and trustworthy. It is the 



In 8vo, 1876, price Js. 6d., cloth, 

ON THE COMPULSORY PURCHASE OF THE UNDERTAKINGS 

OF COMPANIES BY CORPORATIONS, 

And the Practice in Relation to the Passage of Bills for Compulsory Purchase through 
Parliament. By J. H. Balfour Browne, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law ; 
Author of " The Law of Rating," " The Law of Usages and Customs," «&c, &c. 



"This is a work of considerable importance to all 
Municipal Corporations, and it is hardly too much to 
say that every member of these bodies should have 
a copy by him for constant reference. Probably at 
no very distant date the property of all the existing 
gas and water companies will pass under municipal 
control, and therefore it is exceedingly desirable 
that the principles and conditions under which such 
transfers ought to be made should be clearly under- 
stood. This task is made easy by the present volume. 
The stimulus for the publication of such a work 
was given by the action of the Parliamentary 
Committee which last session passed the preamble 
of the ' Stockton and Middlesborough Corporations 
Water Bill, 1876.' The volume accordingly con- 
tains a full report of the case as it was presented 



I 



both by the promoters and opponents, and as this 
was the first time in which the principle of com- 
pulsory purchase was definitely recognised, there 
can be no doubt that it will long be regarded as a 
leading case. As a matter of course, many inci- 
dental points of interest arose during the progress 
of the case. Thus, besides the mam question of 
compulsory purchase, and the question as to whether 
there was or was not any precedent for the Bill, the 
questions of water compensations, of appeals from 
one Committee to another, and other kindred sub- 
jects were discussed. These are all treated at length 
by the Author in the body of the work, which is 
thus a complete legal compendium on the large 
subject with which it so ably deals." 
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In 8vo, 1878, price 6s. , cloth, 
THE 

LAW RELATING TO CHARITIES, 

ESPECIALLY WITH REFERENCE TO THE VALIDITY AND CONSTRUCTION OF 

CHARITABLE BEQUESTS AND CONVEYANCES. 

By FERDINAND M. WHITEFORD, of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 

large portion of the text, together with the ex- 
planations pertinent to them. The general tenor 
of Mr. Whiteford's work is that of a digest of Cases 
rather than a treatise, a feature, however, which 
will not diminish its usefulness for purposes of 
reference." — Law Magazine and Review. 



"The Law relating to Charities by F. M. 
Whiteford contains a brief but clear exposition of 
the law relating to a class of bequests in which the 
intentions of donors are often frustrated by un- 
acquaintance with the statutory provisions on the 
subject. Decisions in reported cases occupy a 



In 8vo, 1872, price 7*. 6d., cloth, 
AN EPITOME AND ANALYSIS OF 

SAYIGNY'S TREATISE ON OBLIGATIONS IN ROMAN LAW. 

By ARCHIBALD BROWN, M.A. 

EDIN. AND OXON., AND B.C.L. OXON., OF THE MIDDLE TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 

fifty pages. At the same time the pith of Von 
Savigny^ matter seems to be very successfully pre- 
served, nothing which might be useful to the 
English reader being apparently omitted. 

"The new edition of Savigny will, we hope, be 
extensively read and referred to by English lawyers. 
If it is not, it will not be the fault of the translator 
and epitomiser. Far less will it be the fault of 
Savigny himself, whose clear definitions and accu- 
rate tests are of great use to the legal practitioner." 
— Law Journal. , 



"Mr. Archibald Brown deserves, the thanks 
of all interested in the science of Law, whether 
as a study or a practice, for his edition of 
Herr von Savigny's great work on ' Obligations.' 
Mr. Brown has undertaken a double task — the 
translation of his author, and the analysis of his 
author's matter. That he has succeeded in reducing 
the bulk of the original will be seen at a glance ; 
the French translation consisting of two volumes, 
with some five hundred pages apiece, as compared 
with Mr. Brown's thin volume of a hundred and 



THE ELEMENTS OF ROMAN LAW. 



In 216 pages 8vo, 1875, price ioj., cloth. 
A CONCISE DIGEST OF THE 

INSTITUTES OF GAIUS AND JUSTINIAN. 

With copious References arranged in Parallel Columns, also Chronological and 

Analytical Tables, Lists of Laws, &*c. &°c. 

Primarily designed for the Use of Students preparing for Examination at 

Oxford, Cambridge, and the Inns of Court. 
By SEYMOUR F. HARRIS, B.C.L., M.A., 

OF WORCESTER COLLEGE, OXFORD, AND THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW, 
AUTHOR OF " UNIVERSITIES AND LEGAL EDUCATION." ' 



(( 



Mr\ Harris's digest ought to have very great success among law students both in the 
Inns of Court and the Universities. His book gives evidence of praiseworthy accuracy 
and laborious condensation" — Law Journal. 

" This book contains a summary in English of the elements of Roman Law as contained 
in the works of Gaius and Justinian, and is so arranged that the reader can at once see 
what are the opinions of either of these two writers on each point. From the very exact 
and accurate references to titles and sections given he can at once refer to the original 
writers. The concise manner in which Mr. Harris has arranged his digest will render 
it most useful, not only to the students for whom it was originally written, but also Jo those 
persons who, though they have not the time to wade through the larger treatises of Poste, 
Sanders, Ortolan, and others, yet desire to obtain some knoivledge of Roman Law." — 
Oxford and Cambridge Undergraduates' Journal. 

"Mr. Harris deserves the credit of having produced an epitome which will be of service 
to those numerous students who have no time or sufficient ability to analyst the Institutes 
for themselves. " — Law Times. 
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In Crown 8vo, price $s. ; or Interleaved for Notes, price 4^. 

CONTRACT LAW. 

QUESTIONS' ON THE LAW OF CONTRACTS. With Notes to the 
Answers. Founded on " Anson ," " Chitty" and "Pollock." 

By Philip Foster Aldred, D.C.L., Hertford College and Gray's Inn ; late 

Examiner for the University of Oxford. 

" This appears to us a very admirable selection of questions, comparing favourably with the average 
run of those set in examinations, and useful for the purpose of testing progress." — Law Journal. 

For the Preliminary Examinations before Entering into Articles of Clerkship 
» to Solicitors under the Solicitors Act, 1877. 

In a handsome 4to volume, with Map of the World, price ioj., cloth, 

THE STUDENTS' REMINDER & PUPILS' HELP 

IN PREPARING FOR A PUBLIC EXAMINATION. 

By THOMAS MARSH, 

PRIVATE TUTOR, AUTHOR OF AN "ENGLISH GRAMMAR," &C. 

" We welcome this compendium with great pleasure as being exactly what is wanted in this age of 
competitive examinations. It is evidently the work of a master hand, and could only be compiled by one 
thoroughly experienced in the work of teaching. Mr. Marsh has summarised and analysed the subjects 
required for the preliminary examinations of law students, as well as for the University and Civil Service 
examinations. He has paid special attention to mathematics, but the compendium also includes ancient 
and modern languages, geography, dictation, &c. It was a happy idea to make it quarto size, and the 
type and printing are clear and legible." — Irish Law Times. 

Now ready, Second Edition, in 8vo, price 2U., cloth, 

ENGLISH CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY. 

FROM THE TEUTONIC INVASION TO THE PRESENT TIME. 

gltfttgittb 80 a 'Ccxt-krok fox (Stttucnt* nnb others. 

By T. P. TASWELL-LANGMEAD, B.C.L., 

of Lincoln's inn, barrister-at-law, late tutor on constitutional law and legal 

history to the four inns of court, and formerly vinerian 

scholar in the university of oxford. 

Second and Enlarged Edition, revised throughout, and in many parts rewritten. 



the greatest care and labour have been bestowed upon it is apparent in every page, and we doubt 
it will become a standard work not likely soon to die out. — Ox/ard and Cambridge Under- 



" The work before us it would be hardly possible to praise too highly. In style, arrangement, clearness, 
and size, it would be difficult to find anything better on the real history of England, the history of its 
constitutional growth as a complete story, than this volume." — Boston (U.S.) Literary World. 

"As it now stands, we should find it hard to name a better text-book on English Constitutional 
History."— Solicitors' Journal. 

"That " 
not that 
graduates' Journal. 

" As a text-book for the lecturer it is most valuable. It does not always observe a strict chronological 
sequence, but brings together all that has to be said on a given subject at the point when that subject 
happens to possess a special importance." — Contemporary Review, 

' Mr. Taswell-Langmead's compendium of the rise and development of the English Constitution has 

evidently supplied a want The present Edition is greatly improved. . . . We have no hesitation in 

saying that it is a thoroughly good and useful work."-— Spectator. 

"We think Mr. Taswell-Langmead may be congratulated upon having compiled an elementary work of 
conspicuous merit." — Pall Mall Gazette. 

" For students of history we do not know any work which we could more thoroughly recommend." — Law 
Times. 

" It is a safe, careful, praiseworthy digest and manual of all constitutional history and law."— Globe. 

"The volume on English Constitutional History, by Mr. Taswell-Langmead, is exactly what such a 
history should be." — Standard. 

" As a text-book for students, we regard it as an exceptionally able and complete work." — Law Journal. 

" Mr. Taswell-Langmead has thoroughly grasped the bearings of his subject. It is, however, in dealing 
with that chief subject of constitutional history — parliamentary government — that the work exhibits its 
great superiority over its rivals." — Academy. 
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Sixth Edition, in 8vo, 1882^ price 25J., cloth, 

THE PRINCIPLES OF EQUITY. 

INTENDED FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS AND THE PROFESSION. 

By EDMUND H. T. SNE.LL, 

OF* THE MIDDLE TEMPLE, BARRISTRR-AT-LAW. 

SIXTH EDITION. 
TO WHICH IS ADDED 

AN EPITOME OF THE EQUITY PRACTICE. 

THIRD EDITION 

By ARCHIBALD BROWN, M.A., Edin: & Oxon., & KC.L. Oxo*r., 



(< 



OF THE MIDDLE TBMPUE, BARRISTERtAT-LAW ; AUTHOR OP "A NEW LAW DICTIONARY, 
"AN ANALYSIS OF SAVIGNY ON OBLIGATIONS," AND THE "LAW OF FIXTURES." 



REVIEWS, 

" Ota A & whole we are convinced that the Sixth Edition of SdeUV Equity ls> destined to lie as highly 
thought' of as its predecessors, as it is, in our opinion,, out. and out the, best work on. the sufcgoct with which 
it deals." — Gibson's Law Notes. 

" Rarely has a text-book attained more complete and rapid success than SneU's. ' Eriaoiples of Ebjnty/ 
of which a fifth edition has just been issued." — Law Times. 

" Seldom does it happen that a work secures so great a reputation as this book, and to Mr.' Brown is 

dueHhe/credit of keeping it up with the times It is certainly the -most comprehensive as weU a» 

the hescworkion Equity Jurisprudence m««istenca"— Oxford and Cambridge UndergraJuatesi lnmnmml* 

"The changes introduced by the Judicature Acts have been well and fully explained by tfie present 
edition of Mr. SneU's treatise* and everything necessary in the. way of revision has been, conscientiously 
accomplished. We perceive the fruitful impress of the ' amending hand ' in every page; the results of 
the decisions under the new system have been carefully explained,, and engrafted into the original text ; 
and in a word, SneU's work, as edited .by Mr. Brown, has proved the fallacy of Bentham's description of 
Equity as 'that capricious- and inconsistent 'mistress of our fortunes, whose, features no* one is able to 
delineate.' "—Irisk Lev* Timet. 



" We know of no better introduction to the Principles of Equity? — 
Canada Law Jourwal. 

"Within the ten, years which have elapsed since, the Appearance of the 'first edition, of this-, work, its 
reputation has steadily increased,. and if has long since been recognised by students, tutors, and' practitioners* 
as the- best elementary treatise on. the important and difficult branch of the law which forms its- subject;!* 
— Law Magazine and Review. 
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In Crown 8vo, price zs„ 6d. t sewed. 

QUESTIONS ON EQUITY. 

FOR STUDENTS PREPARING FOR EXAMINATION 

FOUNDED ON* 

SMELL'S "PRINCIPLES. OF EQUITY." 
By W. T. WAITE, 

BA1*RT8TER*AT-LAW, HOLT SCHOLAR OF THE HONOURABLE SOCTETY* OF GR v AY / » MtW.t 
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Second Edition, in one volume, 8vo, price i&r. cloth, 

PRINCIPLES OF CONVEYANCING. 

. AN ELEMENTARY ItfDRK FOR THE t/SE OF STUDENTS. 

By HENRY C. DEANE, 

of Lincoln's inn, barrister-at-law, sometime lecturer to the incorporated law society 

op the- united kingdom; 

"We hope to see this book, like Snell's Equity, a standard class-book in all Law Schools 
where English lata is taught. "-^Canada Law Journal. 



" We like the work, it is well written and is an 
excellent student's book, and being onljr just pub- 
lished, it has the great advantage of having in it all 
the recent important enactments relating to convey* 
■ancing. It possesses also an excellent index."— * 
Law Students' Journal. 

" Will be found. of great use to students entering 
upon the difficulties of Real Property Law. It has 
an unusually exhaustive index covering some fifty 
ipages." — Law Times. 



" In the parts which have been re-written, Mr. 
Deane has preserved the same pleasant style marked 
by simplicity and lucidity which distinguished his 
first «dition. After 'Williams on Real Property/ 
there is no 4 book which) we* should so strongly 
recommend to the student entering upon Real Pro- 
perty Law as Mr. Deane's ' Principles of Convey- 
ancing, ' and the high character which the first 
edition attained has been rutly* kept up in this 
second." — Law Journal. 



Second Edition, in 8vo, price ior. 6d. f cloth, 

A SUMMARY OF THE 

LAW & PRACTICE IN ADMIRALTY. 

FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS. 
By EUSTACE SMITH, 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE J AUTHOR OY "a SUMMARY OF* COMPANY LAW." 

"The book .is well arranged, and forms a good introduction to the subject/' — Solicitor's JoumaL 
" It is however, in our opinion, a well ano>carefuliy written little work, and should be in the* hands of 
every student who is taking up Admiralty Law at the FirraK"— 'Xmt* StudtmV Jowrnmit 



" Mr. Smith has a happy knack of compressing a large amount of useful matter in a small compass* The 
present work will doubtless be received with satisfaction equal to that with which his previous * S«trnraary ' 



has been met." — Oxford and Cambridge Undergraduates Journal. 
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Second Edition, in 8vo>, price 7-f., cloth, 
A SUMMARY OF THE 

LAW AND PRACTICE IN THE ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS. 

FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS. 

By. EUSTACE SMITH, 

OP THE INNER TEMPLE J AUTHOR OF "A SUMMARY' OF COMPANY LAW," AND "A SUMMARY OF 



THE LAW AND PRACTICE IN ADMIRALTY. 



it ' 



His object has' been, as he tells us in his preface, to give the student and general reader a fair outline' 
of the scope and extent of ecclesiastical law, of the principles on which it is founded, of the' Courts by 
which it is enforced, and the procedure' by which these Courts are regulated. # We think the book well 
fulfils its object. Its value is much enhanced by a profuse citation of authorities for the propositions 
cotttniwfirt in it."— Bar Examination Journal. 
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Second Edition, in 8vo, price Js., cloth, 

AN EPITOME OF THE LAWS OF PROBATE AND DIVORCE, 

FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS' FOR HONOURS EXAMINATION 



By J. CARTER HARRISON, Solicitor. 



<* 



• The work is considerably enlarged, and we think improved, and will be found of gueat 

• students." — Law Students' Journal. 
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Third Edition. In one volume, 8vo, price 20s., cloth, 

PRINCIPLES OF THE COMMON LAW. 

INTENDED FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS AND THE PROFESSION. 

THIRD EDITION. 



By JOHN INDERMAUR, Solicitor, 

AUTHOR OF "A MANUAL OF THE PRACTICE OF THE SUPREME COURl 
" EPITOMES OF LEADING CASES," AND OTHER WORKS. 



"The present edition of this elementary treatise has been in general edited with praise- 
worthy care. The provisions of the statutes affecting the subjects discussed, which have 
been passed since the publication of the last edition, are clearly summarised, and the effect 
of the leading cases is generally very well given. In the difficult task of selecting and 
distinguishing principle from detail, Mr. Indermaur has been very successful ; the leadings 
principles are clearly brought out, and very judiciously illustrated." — Solicitors' Journal. 

"The work is acknowledged to be one of the best written and most useful elementary 
works for Law Students that has been published." — Law Times. 

" The praise which we were enabled to bestow upon Mr. Indermaur's very useful com- 
pilation on its first appearance has been justified by a demand for a second edition." — 
Laze Magazine. 

" We were able, four years ago, to praise the first edition of Mr. Indermaur's book as 
likely to be of use to students in acquiring the elements of the law of torts and contracts. 
The second edition maintains the character of the book." — Law Journal. 

" Mr. Indermaur renders even law light reading. He not only possesses the faculty 
of judicious selection, but of lucid exposition and felicitous illustration. And while his 
works are all thus characterised, his ' Principles of the Common Law ' especially displays 
those features. That it has already reached a second edition, testifies that our estimate of 
the work on its first appearance was not unduly favourable, highly as we then signified 
approval ; nor needs it that we should add anything to that estimate in reference to the 
general scope and execution of the work. It only remains to say, that the present edition 
evinces that every care has been taken to insure thorough accuracy, while including all 
the modifications in the law that have taken place since the original publication ; and that 
the references to the Irish decisions which have been now introduced are calculated to 
render the work of greater utility to practitioners and students, both English and Irish." 
— Irish Law Times. 

" This work) the author tells us in his Preface, is written mainly with a view to the 
examinations of the Incorporated Law Society ; but we thi?ik it is likely to attain a wider 
usefulness. It seems, so far as we can judge from the parts we have examined, to be a 
careful and clear outline of the principles of the common law. It is very readable ; ana 
not only students, but many practitioners and the public might benefit by a perusal of its 
pages." — Solicitors' Journal. 
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Third Edition, in 8vo, price 1 2*., cloth, 

A MANUAL OF THE PRACTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE, 

In the Queen's Bench and Chancery Divisions. Adapted to the New Rules of 
Practice, 1883. Intended for the use of Students. 

By John Indermaur, Solicitor. 

" The second edition has followed quickly upon the first, which was published in 1878. This fact affords 
good evidence that the book has been found useful. It contains sufficient information to enable the 
student who masters the contents to turn to the standard works on practice with advantage."— Law Times. 

"This is a very useful student's book. It is clearly written, and gives such information as the student 
requires, without bewildering him with details. The portion relating to the Chancery Division forms an 
excellent introduction to the elements of the practice, and may be advantageously used, not only by 
articled clerks, but also by pupils entering the chambers of equity draftsmen." — Solicitors' Journal. 

Fifth Edition, in 8vo, price 6s. , cloth, 

AN EPITOME OF LEADING COMMON LAW CASES; 

WITH SOME SHORT NOTES THEREON. 

Chiefly intended as a Guide to " Smith's Leading Cases." By John Indermaur, 

Solicitor (Clifford's Inn Prizeman, Michaelmas Term, 1872). 

" We have received the third edition of the ' Epitome of Leading Common Law Cases,' by Mr. Inder- 
maur, Solicitor. The first edition of this work was published in February, 1873, *l* e second in April, 1874, 
and now we have a third edition dated September, 1875. No better proof of the value of this book can be 
furnished than the fact that in less than three years it has reached a third edition."— Law Journal. 

Fifth Edition, in 8vo, price 6s., cloth, 

AN EPITOME OF LEADING CONYETANCING AND EQUITY CASES; 

WITH SOME SHORT NOTES THEREON, FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS. 

By John Indermaur, Solicitor, Author of "An Epitome of Leading 

Common Law Cases. " 

" We have received the second edition of Mr. Indermaur's very useful Epitome of Leading Convey* 
ancini " 




Epitome well deserves the continued patronage of the class — Students — for whom it is especially 
intended. Mr. Indermaur will soon be known as the 'Students' Friend,' " — Canada Law Journal. 

Fourth Edition, in 8vo, price $s x 6i/. 9 cloth, 

SELF-PREPARATION FOR THE FINAL EXAMINATION. 

CONTAINING A COMPLETE COURSE OF STUDY, WITH STATUTES, 

CASES AND QUESTIONS; 

And intended for the use of those Articled Clerks who read by themselves. 

By John Indermaur, Solicitor. 

"In this edition Mr. Indermaur extends his counsels to the whole period from the intermediate 
examination to the final. His advice is practical and sensible : and if the course of study he recommends 
is intelligently followed, the articled clerk will have laid in a store of legal knowledge more than sufficient 
10 carry him through the final examination." — Solicitors' Journal. 

" This book contains recommendations as to how a complete course of study for the above examination 
should be carried out, with reference to the particular books to be read seriatim. We need only remark 
that it is essential for a student to be set on the right track in his reading, and that anyone of ordinary 
ability, who follows the course set out by Mr. Indermaur, ought to pass with great credit." — Law Journal. 

Third Edition, in 8vo, price 7;., cloth, 

SELF - PREPARATION FOR THE INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION, 

As it at present exists on Stephen's Commentaries. Containing a complete course of 
Study, with Statutes, Questions, and Advice as to portions of the book which may 
be omitted, and of portions to which special attention should be given ; also the 
whole of the Questions and Answers at the Intermediate Examinations which 
have at present been held on Stephen's Commentaries, and intended for the use of 
all Articled Clerks who have not yet passed the Intermediate Examination. By 
John Indermaur, Author of " Principles of Common Law," and other works. 

In 8vo, 1875, pri ce &"•» cloth, 

THE STUDENTS' GUIDE TO THE JUDICATURE ACTS, 

AND THE RULES THEREUNDER: 
Being a book of Questions and Answers intended for the use of Law Students. 

By John Indermaur, Solicitor. 
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Second Edition. In 8vo, price z&r., cloth, 

A NEW LAW DICTIONARY, 

AND INSTITUTE OF THE WHOLE LAW; 

EMBRACING FRENCH AND LATIN TERMS AND REFERENCES TO THE 

AUTHORITIES, CASES, AND STATUTES. 

SECOND EDITION^ revised throughout, and considerably enlarged* 

B* ARCHIBALD BROWN, 

M.At KDIN. AtA>OXO!*., Xtt&B.C.lU OXON., OF* THE MIDDLE TfcMMJE, B/lftRlSTBfciA*lVLAw>, A«THO»f OF 
THE "LAW OF FIXtfUKBS," " ANALYSIS' OF SAVIGRV'S OBLIGATIONS IN ROMAN LAW," ETC 



Reviews of the Second Edition; 

"So far as we have been able to examine the work, it sums to have been most carefully 
and accurately executed, the present Edition; .besides containing much new matttr, having 
been thoroughly revised in consequence of the recent changes in the lam ; and- we have tie 
doubt whatever that it willbefound extremely useful, not' only to students and practitioners, 
but to public mew, and treen of letters" — Irish Law Times. 

"Mr. Brown has revised his Dictionary, a*d x adapted &' to the* changes effected by the 
Judicature Acts, and it now- constitutes <* very useful work to- put into^ the hands of any 
student or articled clerk, and a work which the practitioner will find of value for reference" 
— Solicitors' Journal. 

" // will prove a reliable guide to law students, and a handy book of. referttue for 
practitioners." — Law Times. 

In Royal 8v<*., price? p», cloth; - 

ANALYTICAL TABLES. 
THE LAW OF REAL PR0PEBTI; 

Drawn up chiefly from STEFHEN?S.-BLACKSTlONE; j witli.N<)tiBs.. 
By C. J. TARRINQ, of the Imler Temple, Bairister-at-Law. 



■ - * - - * ■* 



CONTENTS. 



Table I. Tenures. 

„ II. Estates, according to quantity* of 

Tenants' Interest. 
„ II L Estates, according' to the time at 

which the Interest is to be enjoyed. 
„ IV. Estates^ aecorbUneJto the number and 

connection- of the Tenants. 



Table V. Uses. 

if VI. Acquisition* of Estates- in land of 
freehold tenure. - 

,, VII. Inoovporfcal* Heteditamettts. 



»» 



VIII, Incorporeal Hereditaments* 



" Will supply the law student with help' of a kind found Very generally useful. The tables, which are 
based on Stephen's* Blackatone/ have gone* ttodtogh thenpractieal. tesrxrf bemgremplbypd wi aids to'thc 
mental arrangement of the knowledge of the subject required for examinations, and' wtfl rto tloubt be appre- 
ciated by the large and increasing classes whose requirements they are intended ft meet." — Law Magazine. 

"Great care ai*l considerable skill hav«bee» shown in>the>compikuh>n of these! tables; vrhieh wtitbe 
found of much service to students oftthe Lawof K*d>Pfopetxy. ,r -~ , ~JLatu Titnts. 
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Third Edition, in 8vo, price 20&, doth, 

MCIPLBS OF THE 6RIKSAL LAW. 

INTENDED AS A LUCID EXPOSITION OF THE SUBJECT FOR 
THE USE OF STUDENTS AND THE PROFESSION. 

By SEYMOUR F. HARRIS, B.C.L., MT.A. (Oxon.), 

AUTHOR OF "A CONCISE DIGEST OF THE INSTITUTES OP GMVS AMD JUStUKAIfc" 

SECOND EDITION 

Revised by the Author and AVIET AGABEG, of the Inner Temple, 

Ba rrister- at-Law. 



REVIEWS, 

" The favourable opinion we expressed of the first edition of this work appears to have 
been justified by the reception it has met with* Looking tkrougJi this new Edition, we see 
no reason to modify the praise we bestowed on the former Edition. The recent cases have 
been added and the provisions of the Summary Jurisdiction- Act art noticed in the chapter 
relating- to Summary Convictions. The book is ate of the best manuals of Criminal Law 
for the studetit." — Solicitors' Journal. 

•* There is no lack of Works on Criminal Law \ but there was room for- such a useful 
handbook of Principles as Mr. Seymour Harris has supplied. Accustomed; by his previous 
labours, to the task of analysing the law, Mr. Harris has brought to bear upon his present 
work qualifications well adapted to secure the successful accomplisJiment of the object which 
he had set before him. That object is not an ambitious one, for it does not pretettd to soar 
above utility to the young practitioner and the student. Fop both these classes, and for the 
yet wider doss who may requires book of reference' on the subject, Mr. Harris has produced 
a clear and convenient Epitome of the Law. A noticeable feature of Mr. Harris's work, 
which is likely to prove of assistaticc both to the practitioner and the student, consists of a 
Table of Offences, with their legal character, their punishment +and the statute under which 
it is inflicted, together with a reference to the pages where a Statement of the Law will be 
found. '-—Law Magazine and Review. 

"This work purports to contain ' a concise exposition of the nature of crime, the various offences punish- 
able by the English law, the law of criminal procedure, and the law of summary convictions,' with tattles 
of offences, punishments, and statutes; Hie work is divided into four books. Book I. treats of crime, its 



divisions and essentials ; of persons' capable of committing crimes ; and of principals and' 
Book* II. deals with offences of a public nature ; offences against private persons ; and offences against the 
property of individuals. Each crime is discussed in its turn, with as much brevity as could well be used 
consistently with a proper explanation of the legal characteristics of the several offences. Book III. 
explains criminal procedure, including the jurisdiction of Courts, and the various steps in the apprehension 
and trial of criminals from arrest to punishment. This part of the work is extremely well done, the 
description of the trial being excellent, and thoroughly calculated to imprefts the mind oft the untoitfatod. 
Book W. contains'a'short sketch* of 'summary convictions before magistrates out ofcjuaflMrrsesiiwts.' The 
table of offences at the end of the volume is most useful, and there is a very full index. Altogether we 
must congratulate Mir. Harris or his adventure." — Laxv Journal* 

"Mr. Harris has undertaken a work, in our opinion,. so much needed that he might 

diminish its bulk in the next edition by obliterating the apologetic preface. The appearance 

of his volume is as well timed as its execution is satisfactory. The author has shown an 

ability of omission which is a good test of skill, and from the overwhelming mass of the 

criminal law he has discreetly selected just so much only as a learner needs to know, and 

has presented it in terms which render it capable of being easily taken into the mind.. The 

first half of thi volume is devoted to indictable offences, which are defined and explained in 

succinct terms ; the second half treats of the prevention of offences, the courts of criminal 

jurisdiction^ arrest, preliminary proceedings before magistrates, and modes of prosecuting 

and trial ; and a brief epitome of the laws of evidence, proceedings after trial, and summary 

convictions, with a table of offences, complete the book. The part on procedure will be 

found particularly useful. Few young counsel, on their first appearance at sessions, have 

, more than a loose and general notion of the manner in/which a trial, is conducted, and often 

' commit 'blunders which, although trifling in kind}, are nevertheless serioutly\ discouraging 

and annoying to themselves at the outset of their career. From even such a .blunder as that 

of mistaking the order in which the speeches are made and witnesses examined they may 

1 be saved by the table of instructions given here. "—Solicitors.' Journal. 
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Now Ready, in i2mo, price $s. 6d., cloth, 

A CONCISE TREATISE ON THE LAW OF BILLS OF SALE, 

FOR THE USE OF LAWYERS, LAW STUDENTS, & THE PUBLIC. 

Embracing the Acts of 1878 and 1882. Part I.— Of Bills of Sale generally. Part II.— 
Of the Execution, Attestation, and Registration of Bills of Sale and satisfaction 
thereof. Part III.— Of the Effects of Bills of Sale as against Creditors. Part IV. 
— Of Seizing under, and Enforcing Bills of Sale. Appendix, Forms, Acts, &c. 
By John Indermaur, Solicitor. 

" The object of the book is thoroughly practical. Those who want to be told exactly what to do and 
where to go when they are registering a bill of sale will find the necessary information in this little book." 
— Law Journal. 



Now ready, in 8vo, price 2j. (yd. , cloth, 

A COLLECTION OF LATIN MAXIMS, 

LITERALLY TRANSLATED. 
INTENDED FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS FOR ALL LEGAL EXAMINATIONS. 



it * 



1 The book seems admirably adapted as a book of reference for students who come across a Latin maxim 
in their reading/' — Law Journal. 

"The collection before us is not pretentious, and disarms criticism by its simplicity and general 
correctness. Students would do well, early in their studies, to commit these maxims to memory, and 
subsequent reading will often be systematized and more easily remembered." — Canada Law Journal. 



In one volume, 8vo, price oj-., cloth, 

LEADING STATUTES SUMMARISED, 

FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS. 
By ERNEST C. THOMAS, 

BACON SCHOLAR OF THE HON. SOCIETY OF GRAY'S INN, LATE SCHOLAR OF TRINITY COLLEGE, OXFORD ; 
AUTHOR OF " LEADING CASES IN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW BRIEFLY STATED." 

"Will doubtless prove of much use to students, for whom it is intended. . . . Any student who, with 
this brief summary as a guide, carefully studies the enactments themselves in the Revised Edition of the 
Statutes, cannot fail to gain a very considerable acquaintance with every branch of English law." — Law 
Magazine. 



Second Edition, in 8vo, in preparation. 

LEADING CASES IN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 

Briefly Stated, with Introduction, Excursuses, and Notes. 

By ERNEST C. THOMAS, 

BACON SCHOLAR OF THE HON. SOCIETY OF GRAY'S INN, LATE SCHOLAR OF TRINITY COLLEGE, OXFORD. 

"Mr. E. C. Thomas has put together in a slim octavo a digest of the principal cases illustrating Con- 
stitutional Law, that is to say, all questions as to the rights or authority of the Crown or persons under it, 
as regards not merely the constitution and structure given to the governing body, but also the mode in 
which the sovereign power is to be exercised. In an introductory essay Mr. Thomas gives a very clear and 
intelligent survey of the general functions of the Executive, and the principles by which they are regulated ; 
and then follows a summary of leading cases." — Saturday Revietv. 

" Mr. Thomas gives a sensible introduction and a brief epitome of the familiar leading cases." — Law 
Times. 

In 8vo, price &s., cloth, 

AN EPITOME OF HINDU LAW CASES. With 

Short Notes thereon. And Introductory Chapters on Sources of Law, Marriage, 
Adoption, Partition, and Succession. By William M. P. Coghlan, Bombay 
Civil Service, late Judge and Sessions Judge of Tanna. 
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In a neat Pocket Volume, crown 8vo, price ior. &/., cloth, 

THE BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1883, 

With Notes explaining its operation, and shewing wherein it differs 

from the Bankruptcy Act, 1869; 

The BANKRUPTCY RULES and FORMS, 1883 ; The Debtors Act, 1869, so 
far as applicable to Bankruptcy Matters, with Rules and Forms 
thereunder ; the bills of sale acts, 1878 and 1882 j 

Board of Trade Circulars and Forms, and List of Official Receivers ; Scale of Costs, 
Fees, and Percentages ; Orders of the Bankruptcy Judge of the High Court ; and 
a Copious Index. 

By WILLIAM HAZLITT, Esq., and RICHARD RINGWOOD, M.A., 



SENIOR REGISTRAR IN BANKRUPTCY, 



OF THE MIDDLE TEMPLE, ESQ., BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 



" This is a very handy edition of the Act and Rules The cross references and marginal 

references to corresponding provisions of the Act of 1869 are exceedingly useful There is a very 

full index, and the book is admirably printed."— Solicitors* Journal. # 

"We can confidently recommend the book as one of the mostpractically useful which have yet appeared. 
The index leaves nothing to be desired." — Law Times. 



Part I., price ys. 6d., sewed, 

LORD WESTBURY'S DECISIONS IN THE 

. EUROPEAN ARBITRATION. Reported by Francis S. Reilly, 

of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 
, Parts I., II., and III., price 25*., sewed, 

LORD CAIRNS'S DECISIONS IN THE ALBERT 

ARBITRATION. Reported by Francis S. Reilly, ; of Lincoln's Inn, 
Barrister-at- Law. 



In 8vo, price 2is. t cloth, 
A TREATISE ON 

THE STATUTES OF ELIZABETH AGAINST 
FRAUDULENT CONVEYANCES. 

The Bills of Sale Registration Acts and the Law of Voluntary 

Dispositions of Property generally. 

By H. W. MAY, B.A. (Ch. Ch. Oxford), 



AND OF LINCOLN S INN, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 



"This treatise has not been published before it 
was wanted. The statutes of Elizabeth against 
fraudulent conveyances have now been in force for 
more than three hundred years. The decisions 
under them are legion in number, and not at all 
times consistent with each other. An attempt to 
reduce the mass of decisions into something like 
shape, and the exposition of legal principles in- 
volved in the decisions, under any circumstances, 
must have been a work of great labour, and we are 
pleased to observe that in the book before us there 
has been a combination of unusual labour with con- 
siderable professional skill. . . . We cannot con- 
clude our notice of this work without saying that it 
reflects great credit on the publishers as well as the 
author. The facilities afforded by Messrs. Stevens 
and Haynes for the publication of treatises by rising 
men in our profession are deserving of all praise. 
We feel assured that they do not lightly lend their 
aid to works presented for publication, and that in 
consequence publication by such a firm is to some 
extent a guarantee of the value of the work 
published. —Canada Law Journal, 



" Examining Mr. May's book, 
ructed with an intelligence and 



we 



find it con- 
structed with an intelligence and precision which 
render it entirely worthy of being accepted as a 
guide in this confessedly difficult subject. The 
subject is an involved one, but with clean and clear 
handling it is here presented as clearly as it could 



be. 



On the whole, he has produced a ve 



lT. 



useful book of an exceptionally scientific character. 
— Solicitors' Journal. 

" The subject and the work are both very good. 
The former is well chosen, new, and interesting ; 
the latter has the quality which always distin- 
guishes original research from borrowed labours." 
— American Law Review. 

" We are happy to welcome his (Mr. May's) work 
as an addition to the, we regret to say, brief cata- 
logue of law books conscientiously executed. We 
can corroborate his own description of his labours, 
' that no pains have been spared to make the book 
as concise and practical as possible, without doing 
so at the expense of perspicuity, or by the omission 
of any important points.' "«— Law Times. 
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In one ▼okrme, 8vo, price &$*., cloth, 

• AN 1EBSAY ON 

THE RIGHTS OF THE CROWN 

AKD THE PRIVILEGES OF THE SUBJECT 

IN THE SEA SHORES OF THE REALM. 
By ROBERT GREAM HALL, 

of Lincoln's inn, barrister-at-law. 

SECOND EDITION. 

Revised and Corrected, together with extensive Annotations, and 
References to the later Authorities in England, Scotland, 

Ireland, and the United States. 

By RICHARD LOVELAND LOVELAND, 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 



"This is an interesting and valuable book. It 
treats of one of those obscure branches of tbe law 
which there is no great inducement for <a legal 
writer to take up. .... Mr. Hall, .whose first 
edition was issued in 1830, was a writenof consjdjer- 
able power and method. Mr. Loveland's editing 
reflects the valuable Qualities of the 4 Essay' itself. 
He has done his work without pretension, but in a 
solid and efficient manner. The * Summary of Con- 
tents' gives an admirable epitome of the chief 
points discussed in the ' Essay,' and indeed, in 
some twenty propositions, supplies a useful outline 
of the whole-law. Recent cases are noted at the 
foot of each nage with great care and accuraoy, 
while an Appendix contains much valuable matter ; 
including Lord Hale's treatise De Jure Maris, 
about which there has been so much controversy, 
and Serjeant Merewether's learned argument on 
the rights in the river Thames. The book will, we 
think, take its place as the modern authority on the 
subject." — Law Journal. 

'The treatise, as originally published, was one of 
considerable value, and has ever since been quoted 
as a standard authority. But as time passed, and 
cases actumtdated, its value (diminished, as it was 



I necessary to supplement it so largely by reference 
to cases since decided. A tempting opportunity 
was, therefore, offered to an intelligent editor to 
supply this defect in tbe wosk, and Mr. Loveland 
has seised it,. and proved >#us capacity in a very 
marked manner. As very good specimens of anno- 
tation, showing dear judgment U selection, we may 
refer to the subject of alluvion at page 109, and the 
rights of fishery at page 5a At the latter place he 
begins his notes by stating under what expressions 
a ' several fishery has been held to pass, proceed- 
ing subsequently to the evidence which is sufficfent 
to support a claim to ownership of a fishery. The 
important question under what circumstances 
property can be acquired in the soil between high 
and low water mark is lucUily discussed at page 77, 
whilst at page 81 we find a pregnant note on the 
property of a grantee of wreck in goods stranded 
within his liberty. 

"We think we can promise Mr. Loveland the 
reward for which alone he says he looks — that this 
edition of Hall's Essay will prove a most decided 
assistance to those engaged in cases relating to the 
foreshores of the country." — Law Titnes* 



*< 



The entire book is maettrly" — Albany Law Journal. 



In one volume, 8vo, price \2s. % cloth, 
A TREATISE ON THE LAW RELATING TO THE 

POLLUTION AND OBSTRUCTION OF WATER COURSES ; 

Together with a Brief Summary of the Various Sources of Rivers 

Pollution. 

By CLEMENT HIGGINS, M.A., F.C.S., 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW 

his practical acquaintance both with the scientific 
and the legal aspects of his subject." — Lava Maga- 
zine and Review. 

" The volume is very carefully arranged •through- 
out, and will prove of great utility both to miners 
and to owners of land on the banks of rivers."— 
The Mining Journal. 

"Mr. Higgins writes tersely and dearly, while 
his facts are so well arranged that it is a. pleasure 
to refer to his book for information ; and altogether 
the work is one which will be found very useful by 
all interested in the subject to which it relates." — 
Engineer. 

A compact and convenient manual of the law 
on the subject to which it relates." — Solicitors' 
Journal. 



"As a compendium of the law upon a special 
and rather intricate subject, this treatise cannot 
prove 



but 



of great practical value, and more 



especially to those who have to advise upon the 
institution of proceedings under the Rivers Pollu- 
tion Preventive Act, 1876, or to adjudicate upon 
those proceedings when brought." — Irish Law 
Times. 

"We can recommend Mr. Higgins' Manual as 
the best guide we possess." — Puhlic Health. 

" County Court Judges, Sanitary Authorities, 
and Riparian Owners will find in Mr. Higgins' 
Treatise a valuable aid in obtaining a clear notion 
of the' Law on the Subject. Mr. Higgins has 
accomplished a work for which he will readily be 
"""ignised at having special fitness, on account of 
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Ja 8mo, Jwrd .Edition, price 25s., cloth, 

MAYNE'S TREATISE 

ON 

THE LAW OF DAMAGES 

THIRD EDITION. 



BY 



JOHN D., MAYNE, 

OF THE ItitWR 18MFILB, BARRIST&R*A.T-LAW J 

AND 

LUMLEY SMITH, 

OF THE INKER TEMPLE, Q.C. 



»» *< » 9 *' ' f »' « 



" During the twenty-ttvo years whicJi have elapsed since the publication of this well-known 
work, its reputation has keen steadily grmving, and it has long since become the recognised 
authority. on Vie important subject of which it /rartr. "-—Law .Magazine and Review. 



"This edition of what has Jaecome a standard 
work has the advantage of appearing under the 
supervision of the original author as well as of 
Mr. Lumley Smith, the editor of the second edition. 
The result is most satisfactory. Mr. Lumley 
Smith's edition was ably and conscientiously pre- 
pared, and we ate glad to find .that the reader still 
enjoys the benefit of his accuracy and learning. 
At the same time the book has doubtless been 
improved by the reappearance of its author as co- 
editor. The earlier part, indeed, has been to a 
considerable extent entirely rewritten. 

" Upon the general principles, according to which 
damages are to be assessed in actions of contract, 
Hadiey v. iBaxemUU (9 Ex. 341) still remains 
the leading authority, and furnishes the text for 
the discussion contained in the second chapter 
of Mr. Mayne's book. Properly .understood and 
limited., the rule proposed in that case, aj though in 
one respect not very happily worded, is a sound 
one, and has been repeatedly approved both in 
England and America. The subsequent decisions, 
which are concisely summarized by Mr. Mayne. 
have established that mere knowledge of special 
circty»st«ac«s is .iiot .enough, unless it can . be in- 
ferred' from lie whole transaction that the 
contractor consented to become liable to the extra 
damage. This limitation is obviously just, especially 
in the case of persons, such as common carriers, 
who have no option to refuse the contract. Mere 
knowledge on their part of special circumstances 
ought not, and, according to the dicta of the 
judges in the Exchequer Chamber in Home 
v. Midland Railway Company (21 W. R. 481, 
L. R. 8 C. P. 131), would not involve the carrier in 
additional responsibility. Mr. Mayne's criticism 
of the numerous cases in .which this matter has been 
considered leaves nqthijig.to be desired, and the 
rules he deduces therefrom (pp. 3 a, 33) appear to us 
to exhaust the subject. 



«« 



1 Mr. Mayne's remarks on damages. in actions of 
tort are brief. We agree with him that in such 
actions the courts are governed by far looser princi- 
ples than in contracts; indeed, sometimes it is 
impossible to say they are governed by any princi- 
ples at all. In actions for injuries to the person or 
reputation, for example, a judge cannot do more 
than give a general direction to the jury to give 
what the facts proved in their judgment required. 
And, according to the better opinion they may give 
damages 'for example's sake,' and mulct a rich 
man more heavily than a poor one. In actions for 
injuries to property, however, 'vindictive' or 
' exemplary ' damages cannot, except in very rare 
cases, be awarded, but must be limited, as in con- 
tract, to the actual harm sustained. 

" The subject of remoteness of damage is treated 
at considerable length by Mr. Mayne, and we notice 
that much new, matter has been added. Thus the 
recent case of Riding v. Smith (24 W. R. 487, 1 
Ex. D. 91) furnishes the author with an opportunity 
of discussing the well-known, rule in Ward v. 
Weeks (7 Bing. 211) that injury resulting from the 
repetition of a slander is not actionable. The rule 
has always seemed to us a strange ooe, if a man is 
to be made responsible for the natural consequences 
of his acts. For everyone who utters a slander 
may be perfectly certain that it will be repeated. 

* It is needless to comment upon the arrangement 
of the subjects in this edition, in which no alteration 
has been made. The editors modestly express a 
hope that all the English as well as the principal 
Irish decisioas up to the date have been included, 
and wc believe from our own examination that the 
hope is well founded. We may regret that, warned 
by the growing bulk of the book, the editors have 
not included any fresh American cases, but we feel 
that the omission was unavoidable. We should add 
that the whole work has been thoroughly revised." 
Solicitors' Journal, 



" This text-book is so well known, not only as the highest authority on the subject treated 
of, but as one of the best text-books ever written, that it would be idle for us to speak of it 
in the words of commendation that it deserves. It is a work that no practising lawyer can 
do without"— Canada Law Journal. 
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In 8vo, price 2s. t sewed, 

TABLE of the FOREIGN MERCANTILE LAWS and CODES 

in Force in the Principal States of EUROPE and AMERICA. By Charles 
Lyon-Caen, Professeur agrege a la Faculte de Droit de Paris ; Professeur a 
l'Ecole libre des Sciences politiques. Translated by Napoleon Argles, 
Solicitor, Paris. 



In one volume, demy 8vo, price iar. 6d., cloth, 

PRINCIPLES OF THE LAW OF STOPPAGE IN TRANSITU, 

RETENTION, AND DELIVERY. 

By JOHN HOUSTON, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 



" We have no hesitation in saying that we think, 
Mr. Houston's book will be a very useful accession 
to the library of either the merchant or the lawyer." 
— Solicitors' Journal. 

•'We have, indeed, met with few works which so 



successfully surmount the difficulties in the way of 
this arduous undertaking as the one before us ; for 
the language is well chosen, it is exhaustive of the 
law, and is systematised with great method." — 
American Law Review. 



In 8vo, price ios. 6<£, cloth, 
A REPORT OF THE CASE OF 

THE QUEEN v. GURNEY AND OTHERS, 

In the Court of Queen's Bench before the Lord Chief Justice Cockburn. With an 
Introduction, containing a History of the Case, and an Examination of the Cases 
at Law and Equity applicable to it ; or Illustrating the Doctrine of Com- 
mercial Fraud. By W. F. Finlason, Barrister-at-Law. 

duty was discharged, and nothing could be more 
natural than that the reporter should publish a 
separate report in book form. This has been done, 
and Mr. Finlason introduces the report by one 
hundred pages of dissertation on the general law. 
To this we shall proceed to refer, simply remarking, 
before doing so, that the charge to the jury has 
been carefully revised by the Lord Chief Justice." 
— Law Times. 



"It will probably be a very long time before the 

{>rosecution of the Overend and Gurney directors is 
brgotten. It remains as an example, and a legal 
precedent of considerable value. It involved the 
immensely important question where innocent mis- 
representation ends, and where fraudulent misrepre- 
sentation begins. 

"All who perused the report of this case in the 
columns of the Times must have^ observed the 
remarkable fulness and accuracy with which that 



i2mo, price iar. 6d. t cloth, 

A TREATISE ON THE GAME LAWS OF ENGLAND AND WALES: 

Including Introduction, Statutes, Explanatory Notes, Cases, and Index. By John 
Locke, M.P., Q.C., Recorder of Brighton. The Fifth Edition, in which are 
introduced the GAME LAWS of SCOTLAND and IRELAND. By Gilmore 
Evans, of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 

In royal 8vo, price ioj. 6V., cloth, 

THE PRACTICE OF EQUITY BY WAY OF REYIYOR AND SUPPLEMENT. 

With Forms of Orders and Appendix of Bills. 
By LOFTUS LEIGH PEMBERTON, of the Chancery Registrar's Office. 

" Mr. Pemberton has, with great care, brought will probably be applied to future cases." — Soii- 
together and classified all these conflicting casw, 
and has, as far as may be, deduced principles which 



will probably be applied to 
citors' Journal. 



In 8vo, price 5*., cloth, 

THE LAW OF PRIORITY. 

A Concise View of the Law relating to Priority of Incumbrances 

AND OF OTHER RIGHTS IN PROPERTY. 

By W. G. ROBINSON, M.A., Barrister-at-Law. 

" Mr. Robinson's book may be recommended to J tioner with a useful supplement to larger and more 
the advanced student, and will furnish the practi- | complete works." — Solicitors' Journal. 
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In crown £vo, price lfc. } cloth, 

MANUAL OF THE PRACTICE OF PARLIA- 

MENTARY ELECTIONS throughout great Britain and 

IRELAND* Comprising the Duties of Returning Officers and their Deputies* 
Town Glerls, Agents, Poll-Clerks, &c, and the Law of Election Expensed 
Corrupt Practices, and illegal' Payments. With an Appendix of Statutes and an 
Index. By Henry Jeffreys Bushby, Esq., one of the Metropolitan Pofcce 
Magistrates, sometime Recorder of Colchester.— rFifth Edition. Adapted to and 
embodying the recent changes in the Law, including the Ballot Act, the Instruc- 
tions to .Returning Officers in England and Scotland issued by the Hofue Oftce, 
and the whole of the Statute Law relating to the subject. Edited by Henry 
Hardcastle, of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 



We have just received at a very opportune 
moment the new edition of this useful work. - We 
need only say that those who have to do with 
elections will find ' Bushby'a Manual ' replete with 
information and trustworthy, and that Mb. Hard* 
castle has incorporated aU the recent changes of 
the law." — Law yournal. 

"As far as we can judge, Mr. Hardcastle, who 



is known as one of the joint editors of O'Malley 
and Hardcastle's Election Reports, has done his 

work well , . For practical purposes, as 

a handy manual, we can recommend the work 
to returning officers, agents, and candidates J and 
returning officers cannot do better than distribute 
this manual freely amongst their subordinates, if 
they wish them to understand their work." — Soli- 
citors' y*urtuU. 



A Companion Volume to the above, in crown 8vo, price oj., cloth, 

THE LAW AND PEAOTIOE OF ELECTION PETITIONS, 

With an Appendix containing the Parliamentary Elections Act, i$6S, the General Rules 
for the Trial of Election Petitions in England, Scotland, and Ireland, Forms of 
Petitions, &o. Second Edition. By Henry Hardcastle, of the Inner Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law. 



" Mr. Hatdcasde gives us an original treatise 
with foot notes, and he has evidently taken Very 
considerable pains to make his work a reliable 

fuide. Beginning with -the effect of the Election 
etitions Act, 1868, he 1 takes mV readers step by 
step through the new procedure. His mode of 
treating the subject of 'particulars' will be found 



extremely useful, and he gives all the law and 
practice in a very small compass. In an Appendix 
is supplied the Act and the Rules. We can 
thoroughly recommend Mr. Hardcastle's book as a 
concise manual on*th* law and practice of election 
petitions." — Law Times. 
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KdW ready^ols. I.; II., & III., price 73J. ; arid 4 Vol. IV., Pts. I. & IT., price 5^. 
REPORTS OF THE DECISIONS OF THE 

JUDGES FOR THE TRIAL OF ELECTION PETITIONS 

IN ENGLAND AND IRELAND. 

PURSUANT TO THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS ACT, 1868. 
By EDWARD LOUGHLIN O'MALLEY and HENRY HARDCASTLE. 

In 8vo, price I2J., cloth, 

THE LAW OF FIXTURES, 

IN THE PRINCIPAL RELATION OF 

LANDLORD AND TENANT, 

.v. . 4YB.1X AIX PTHER QR GENERAL RELATIONS, 

FOURTH EDITION.. 
By ARCHIBALD BROWN, ALA. Edin. And Oxon., and B.C.L. Oxon., 

* OF" THE MIDDLE TEMPLE, BA«*!fiTER-AT'LAW. 

new edition, and we have not space fof further 
remarks on the book kself : but we nay observe 
that the particular circumstances of the cases cited 
are in all instances sufficiently detailed to make the 
principle of law clear ; and though very many of the 
principles given are in the very words of the judges, 
at the same time the author has not spared to deduce 
his own observations, and the treatise is commend- 
able as well for originality as for taboriousness." 
— Law Journal. , 



" The author tells us that every endeavour has 
been made to make this Edition as complete as 
possible. We think, he has been very successful. 
For instance, the changes effected by the Bills of 
Sale Act, 1878, have been well indicated, and a 
new chapter nas been added with reference to the 
Law of Ecclesiastical Fixtures and Dilapidations. 
The book is worthy of the success jt has achieved." 
—Law Times. 

"We have touched on the principal features of this 
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<Stcfcn* and ^agius' <$rat* of ^prints at ih* Claris 3Upirrter*. 
ilk BAktHOLOMEW SHOWER'S PARLlAM£NfrAfcY CA$kS. 

In 8vo, 1876, price 4/. 4*., best calf binding, . 1 

SHOWER'S CASES IN PARLIAMENT 

RESOLVED AND ADJUDGED UPON PETITIONS 6* WRITS OP ERROR. 

FOURTH EDITION. 
CONTAINING ADDITIONAL OASE8 NOT HITHERTO REPORTED. 

REVISED AND EDITED BY 

RICHARD LOVELAND LOVELAND, 

OP THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER- AT-LAW ; EDITOR OP " KELYNG'S CROWNT CASES," AND 
" HALL'S ESSAY ON THE RIGHTS OP THE CROWN IN THE SEASHORE." 

" Messrs. Stevens & Haynes, the successful publishers of the Reprints of Bellewe, 
Cooke, Cunningham, Brookes's New Cases, Choyce Cases in Chancery, William Kelynge 
and Kelyng's Crown Cases, determined to issue a new or fourth Edition of Shower's Cases 
in Parliament. 

" The volume, although beautifully printed on old-fashioned Paper, in old-fashioned 
type, instead of being in the quarto, is in the more convenient octavo form, and contains 
several additional cases not to be found in any of the previous editions of the work. 

" These are all cases of importance, worthy of being ushered into the light of the 
world by enterprising publishers. 

"Shower's Cases are models for reporters, even in our day. The statements of the 
case, the arguments of counsel, and the opinions of the Judges, are all clearly and ably given. 

** This new edition with an old face of these valuable reports, under the able editorship 
of R. L. Loveland, Esq., should, in the language of the advertisement, 'be welcomed by 
the profession, as well as enable the custodians of public libraries to complete or add to 
their series of English Law Reports.' " — Canada Law Journal. 

BELLEWE'S CASES, T. RICHARD II. 

In 8vo, 1869, price 3/. 3s. > bound in calf antique, 

LES ANS DU ROY RICHARD LE SECOND. 

Collect' ensembl' hors les abridgments de Statham, FiUherbert et Brooke. Per 
Richard Bellewe, de Lincolns Inne. 1585. Reprinted from the Original 



Edition. 

u No public library in the world, where English 
law finds a place, should be without a copy of this 
edition of Bellewe."— Canada Law journal. 

" We have here & facsimile edition of Bellewe, 
and It is really the most beautiful and admirable 
reprint that has appeared at any time. It is a 
perfect gem of antique printing, and forms a most 
interesting monument of our early legal history. 
It belongs to the~s*m* class' Of wofks .as the Year 



superior to any of them, and is in this respect 



highly creditaMe- to- the spirit «nd eMerprise of 
private publishers. The work is an important link 
in our legal history ; there are no year books of the 
reign of Richard II., and Belkwe supplied the only 
substitute by carefully extracting and collecting al! 
the cases he could find, and, he did It ia the most 
convenient form — that of alphabetical arrangement 
in the order of subjects, so that the work is a digest 
as well as a book of law reports. It is in fact a 
collection of cases. of tbje reign of Richard II.. 



BoolooT£dWard I. arid other similar ferorks which arranged aceosdingjo their subjectsin alphabetical 
hav(& been printed ih our^owft tinrte under the \ order. It is therefore wie of th©-«lost intelligible 
auspices of the Master of the Rolls ; but is far 

_.._ 1 »._ ^r *.i 1 • • »i* .. 



g4bh 
and interesting legal memorials of the Middle 
Ages."— Latu Times. 



CUNNINGHAM'S REPORTS. 

In 8vo, 1871, price 3& 3*., calf antique, 
Cunningham's (Tj) Reports in K. B., 7 to 10 Geo. II.; to which is prefixed a Proposal 
for rendering the Laws of England clear and certain, humbly offered to the 
Consideration of both Houses of Parliament. Third edition, with numerous 
Corrections. By Thomas Townsend Bucknill, Barrister-at-JLaw. 

"The instructive chapter which precedes the 
cases, entitled ' A proposal for rendering the Laws 
of England clear and certain,' gives the volume a 
degree of peculiar interest, independent of the value 



of many of the reported cases. That chapter begins 
with words which ought, for the information of 
every people, to be printed in letters of gold. They 
are as follows: 'Nothing conduces more to the 



{>eace and prosperity of every nation than good 
aws and the due execution of them.' The history 
of the civil law is then rapidly traced. Next a 
history is given of English Reporters, beginning 
with the reporters of the Year Books from 1 Edw. 
III. to 12 Hen. VIII. — being near 300 years — and 
afterwards to the time of the author."— CVsjmu£s 
Law Jdumnl. 
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cSttbcn* anb ;j)agn*a' ^Snicis xrf gitprinte jof the (Earls Jlrjwrter*. 
CHQYCE CASES IN CHANCERY. 



In 8vo, 1870,, price 2/. &.* calf antique, 

THE PRACTICE OF THE HIGH COURT OF CHANCERY. 



With the Nature of the several Offices belonging to that Court. And the Reports of 
many Cases wherein Relief hath been there had, and where denyed. 

"This 
All who 



lis volume, in paper, type, and binding (like " Belle we's Cases'*) is a fac-slmile of the antique edition. 
10 buy the one should buy the other." — Canada Law Journal. 



In 8vo, 1872, price 3/. 3«r., calf antique, 

SIR G. COOKE'S COMMON PLEAS REPORTS 

IN THE REIGNS OF QUEEN ANNE, AND KINGS GEORGE I. and II. 

The Third Edition, with Additional Cases and References contained in the Notes 
taken from L. C. J. Eyre's MSS. by Mr. Justice Nares, edited by Thomas 
Town send Bucknill, of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 

" Law books never can die or remain long dead 
so long as Stevens and Haynes are willing to con* 
tinue them or revive them when dead. It is cer- 
tainly surprising to see with what facial accuracy 



an old volume of Reports maybe produced by these 
modern publishers, whose good taste is only equalled 
by their enterprise." — Canada Law Journal. 



BROOKE'S NEW CASES WITH MARCH'S TRANSLATION. 

In 8vo, 1873, price 4/. 4s., calf antique, 

Brooke's (Sir Robert) New Cases in the time of Henry VIII., Edward VI., and 
Queen Mary, collected out of Brooke's Abridgement, and arranged under years, 
with a table, together with March's (John) Translation ^Brooke's New Cases 
in the time of Henry VIII., Edward VI., and Queen Mary, collected out of 
Brooke's Abridgement, and reduced alphabetically under their proper heads and 
titles, with a table of the principal matters. In one handsome volume. 8vo. 1873. 



" Both the original and the translation having 
long been very scarce, and the mispaging and other 
errors in March's translation making a new and 
corrected edition peculiarly desirable, Messrs. 



Stevens and Haynes have reprinted the two books 
in one volume, uniform with the preceding volumes 
of the series of Early Reports." — Canada Law 
Journal. 



KELYNGE'S (W.) REPORTS. 

In 8vo, 1873, price 4/. 4J\, calf antique, 

Kklynge's (William) Reports of Cases in Chancery, the King's Bench, &c, from the 
3rd to the 9th year of his late Majesty King George II., during which time Lord 
King was Chancellor, and the Lords Raymond and Hardwicke were Chief 
Justices of England. To which are added, seventy New Cases not in the First 
Edition. Third Edition. In one handsome volume. 8vo. 1873. 

KELYNG'S (SIR JOHN) CROWN CASES. 

In 8vo, 1873, P r i ce & 4 s '* calf antique, 
Kelyng's (Sir JO Reports of Divers Cases in Pleas of the Crown in the Reign of King 
Charles II., with Directions to Justices of the Peace, and others; to which are 
added, Three Modern Cases, viz., Armstrong and Lisle, the King and Plummer, 
the Queen and Mawgridge. Third Edition, containing several additional Cases 
never before printed, together with a Treatise upon the Law and Proceed- 
ings in Cases of High Treason, first published in 1793. The whole carefully 
revised and edited by Richard Loveland Loveland, of the Inner Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law. 

"We look upon this volume as one of the most good service rendered by Messrs. StevensandHaynes 

important and valuahk of the unique reprints of to the profession. . . . Should occasion arise the 

Messrs. Stevens and Haynes. Little do we know Crown prosecutor, as well as counsel for the prisoner, 

Of the mines of legal wealth that lie buried in the will find in this volume a complete vade mecum of 

old law books. But a careful examination, either of the law of high treason and proceedings in relation 

the reports or of the treatise embodied in the volume • thereto."— 'Canada Lam JoatmaL 
now before us, will give the reader some idea of the 




In one volume, 8vo, price 25/., cloth, 

A CONCISE TREATISE ON 

PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL, JURISPRUDENCE, 

BASED ON. THE DECISIONS IN THE ENGLISH COURTS. 

By JOHN ALDERSON FOOTE, 

of lincoln's'inn, barrister- at-law ; chancellor's legal medallist and senior whewell scholar 

of international law cambridge university, i873 j senior student in jurisprudence 

and roman law, inns of court examination, hilary term, 1874. 
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1 This work seems to us likely to prove of considerable use to all English lawyers who have to deal with 
questions of private international law. Since the publication of Mr. Westlake's valuable treatise, twenty 
years ago, the judicial decisions of English courts bearing upon different parts of this subject have greatly 
increased in number, and it is full time that these decisions should be examined, and that the conclusions 
to be deduced from them should be systematically set forth in sL treatise. Moreover, Mr. Foote has done 
this well. 1 *— Solicitors* Journal. 

" Mr. Foote has done his work very well, and the book will be useful to all who have to deal with the 
class of cases in which English law alone is not sufficient to settle the question." — Saturday Review, 
March 8, 1879. 

' The author's object has been to reduce into order the mass of materials already accumulated in the 
shape of explanation and actual decision on the interesting matter of which he treats ; and to construct a 
framework of private international law, not from the dicta of jurists so much as from judicial decisions in 
English Courts which have superseded them. And it is here, in compiling and arranging in a concise 
form this valuable material, that Mr. Foote's wide range of knowledge and legal acumen bear such good 
fruit. As a guide and assistant to the student of international law, the whole treatise will be invaluable : 
while a table of cases and a general index will enable him to find what he wants without trouble." — 
Standard. 

" The recent decisions on points of international law (and there have been a large number since' Westlake's 
publication) have been well stated. So far as we have observed, no case of any importance has been 
omitted, arid the leading cases have been fully analysed. The author does not hesitate to criticise the 
grounds of a decision when these appear to him- to conflict with the proper rule of law. Most of his 

criticisms seem to us very just On the whole, we can recommend Mr. Foote's treatise as a useful 

addition to our text-books, aad we. expect it will rapidly find its way into the hands of fraotfsing lawyers." 
— The Journal of Jurisprudence an& Scottish Law ^Magazine.*' 

" Mr. Foote has evidently borne closely in mind the heeds of Students of Jurisprudence as well as those 
of the Practitioners. For both, the fact that his work is almost entirely one of Case-law will commend 
!t as one useful alike in Chambers .and in Court"— Law Magazine amd Review. 

"Mr. Foofe'g book will be useful to the student. . '. '. . . One of the best pom ft of Mr. Foote's book 
is the ' Continuous Summary/ which occupies about thirty page*, and is divided into four parts — Persons, 
Property, Acts, and Procedure. Mr. Foote remarks that these summaries are not in any way intended as 
an attempt at codification. However that may be, they are a digest which reflects high credit on the 
author's assiduity and capacity,. They are ' meant merely to guide tile, stujjehj *' hut they willdo much 
more thanT^ulde-him. -".The'/will enable him to get such a grasp of the sub'ject'as will render Che reading 
of the text easy and fruitful. "-r-Lano Journal, ' ' „ 

"This book is well adapted to 'be used both as a text-book for students and. a book of reference for 
practising barristers."— -iter Ejmmhtation Journal, ' 

"This is a book which supplies the wtfnt which has long been felt fbr a really good modern treatise on 
Private International Law adapted to the evefy-day requirements, of the English: 'Practitioner. The 
whole volume, although designed for the use of the practitioner, is so moderate in site— an octavo of 500 
pages only— and the arrangement and. development of the subject so well tonoeived artd-executed, that it 
will amply repay perusal by those whose immediate object may be not the actual decisions of a knotty 
point but the satisfactory disposal of an examination paper." — Oxford and QmUrridgt Uuderfraduated' 
Journal, 

" Since the publication, some twenty years ago, of Mr. Westlake's Treatise, Mr. Foote's book is, in 
Our opinion, the best work on private international law which has appeared in the English language. . . . 
The work is executed with much ability, and will doubtless be found of great value by all persons who 
have to consider questions on private international law." — Athenteum. 
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Third Edition, in one vol., 8vo, price 32s. 9 cloth, 

A TREATISE ON HINDU LAW AND USAGE. 

By JOHN P. MayME, of the Inner Temple, Barristei:-atfLaw, Atfthot of "A Treatise Ttti 

Damages," &C. 

"Anew work from the pen of so established an authority as Mr. Mayne cannot fail 
to be welcome to the legal profession. In his present volume the late Officiating Advocate- 
General at Madras has drawn upon the stores of his long experience in Southern India, 
and has produced a work of value alike to the practitioner at the Indian Bpr, or at home, 
in appeal cases, and to the scientific jurist. 

" To all who, whether as practitioners or administrators, or as students of the science 
of jurisprudence, desire a thoughtful and suggestive work of reference on Hindu Law 
and Usage, we heartily recommend the carefulperusal of Mr. Mayne's valuable treatise." 
— Law Magazine and Review. 

In 8vo, 1877, price i$s. 9 cloth, 

A DIGEST OF HINDU LAW. 

AS ADMINISTERED IN THE COURTS of the MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 

ARRANGED AND ANNOTATED 
By H. S. CUNNINGHAM, M.A., Advocate-General, Madras. 

D UTCH LAW . 

Vol. I., Royal 8vo, price 40s. t cloth, 

VAN LEEUWEN'S COMMENTARIES ON THE ROMAN-DUTCH 

LAW. Revised and Edited with Notes in Two Volumes by C. W. Decker, 
Advocate. Translated from the original Dutch by J. G. Kotze, LL.B., of the 
Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, and Chief Justice of the Transvaal. With Fac- 
simile Portrait of Decker from the Edition of 1780. 

* # * Vol. II. is in course of preparation. 



Buchanan (J.), Reports of Cases decided in the Supreme Court of the CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE. 1868, 1869, 1870-73, and 74. Bound in Three Vols. Royal 8vo. 

'- 1875, 1876, 1879, etc. 

Menzies' (W.), Reports of Cases decided in the Supreme Court of the CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE. Vol. I., Vol. II., Vol. III. 

Buchanan (J. ), Index and Digest of Cases decided in the Supreme Court of the CAPE 
OF GOOD HOPE, reported by the late Hon. William Menzies. Compiled 
by James Buchanan, Advocate of the Supreme Court In One Vol, royal 8vo. 

In 8vo, 1878, cloth, 

PRECEDENTS IN PLEADING : being Forms filed of Record in 

the Supreme Court of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. Collected and 
Arranged by James Buchanan. 

In Crown 8vo, price 31J, &/., boards, 

THE INTRODUCTION TO DUTCH JURISPRUDENCE OF 

HUGO GROTIUS, with Notes by Simon van Groenwegen van der Made, and 
References to Van der Keesel's Theses and Schorer's Notes. Translated by 
A. F. S. Maasdorp, B.A., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 

In i2mo, price 151. net, boards, 

SELECT THESES ON THE LAWS OF HOLLAND & ZEELAND. 

Being a Commentary of Hugo Grotius' Introduction to Dutch Jurisprudence, and 
intended to supply certain defects therein, and to determine some of the more 
celebrated Controversies on the Law of Holland. By Dionysius Godefridus 
van der Kessel, Advocate, and Professor of the Civil and Modern Law in Jhe 
Universities of Leyden. Translated from the original Latin by C. A«;Loren^ 
of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law. Second Edition, With a Biographical jNotice 
of the Author by Professor J. I>e Wat,, of Leyden. .».'•. 
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3Sar examination jjouwal 



No. 40. Price 3s. 



HILARY, 1884. 



CONTENTS:— 

SUBJECTS OF EXAMINATION. 
EXAMINATION PAPERS, WITH ANSWERS. 

Real and Personal Property. 

Common Law. 

Equity. 

Roman Law. 
STUDENTSHIP EXAMINATION PAPERS. 
LIST OPi &U.CCESSSUL CANDIDATES* 
IKDtfX/TLttE, ET£.,» TO VOL. VI, 

Edited by 

A. D. TYSSEN, D.C.L., M.A., 

Of TUB INNBK TEMPLE, BARR3STER-AT»LAW ; AND 

W. D. EDWARDS, LL.B., 

OF LINCOLN'S INK, BARR1STER-AT-LAW. 



• » 
* 



It is intended in future to publish a Number of the Journal after each Examination* 



Now published, in 8vo, price i&r. each, cloth, 

THE BAR EXAMINATION JOURNAL, VOLS. IV., V., 

& VI. Containing the Examination Questions and Answers from Easter Term, 
1878, to Hilary Term, 1884, with List of Successful Candidates at each examina- 
tion, Notes on the Law of Property, and a Synopsis of Recent Legislation of 
importance to Students, and other information. 

By A. D. TYSSEN and W. D. EDWARDS, Barristers-at-Law. 



Second Edition* In 8vo, price 6s., cjoth, 



A SUMMARY OF JOINT STOCK COMPANIES' LAW. 

By T: EUSTACfc SMITH, 

OP THB INNBR TEMPLE, BARRISTBR-AT-LAW. 



" The author of this hand-book tells us that, when 
an articled student reading for the final examina- 
tion, he felt the want of such a work as that before 
us, wherein could b* found the main principles of 
law relating to joint-stock companies . . . Law 
students may well read it ; for Mr. Smith has very 
wifely bqen at flhf pains of gpinf his. authority for 
all his statements blthe law or of practice, as applied 
to joint-stock company business usually transacted 
in solicitor's chambers. In fact, Mr. Smith has 
by his little book offered a fresh inducement to 
students Id mate Xhemserve^-attall events, to softie 
extent — acquainted with company law as a separate 
branch of study. "— Law TitAct. ' 



11 These pages give, in the words of the Preface, 
'as briefly and concisely as possible, a general 
view both of the principles and practice of the law 
affecting companies.' The work is excellently 
printed, and authorities are cited ; but in no case 
is the very language of the statutes copied. The 
plan is good, and shows both gvasp apd neatness, 
and. both amongst students and Uy*\en, Mr. Sfenithv 
book ought to meet a ready sale'.' — Law yburnai. ' 

*' The nook is one from which we have derived 
a large amount of valuable information, and we can 
heartily and conscientiously recommend; i% to our 
readers.** — Oxford and Cambridge Undergrad* 
uates' yournal. 
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In 8vo, Fifth Edition, price ox, cloth, 

THI MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY. ACTS ; 

1870, 1874, and 1882, 

With Copious and Explanatory Notes, an&'ax Appendix of the Acts 

Relating to Married Women. 

By S. Worth ington BroHfielp," M.A t , Christ Qhiuch, Oxon., and the Inner 
Temple, Barrister-at-Law. Being the Fifth Edition of The Married Women's 
Property Acts. By the late J. R. Griffiths, B.A., Oxon., of Lincoln's Inn, 
Barrister-at-Law. 

" Upon the whole, we are of opinion that,(his is the' best work Upon the subject which has been issued 
since the passing of the recent Act. Its position as a well-established manual of acknowledged worth gives 
it at starting a considerable advantage over new books; and this advantage haft been well maintained by 
the intelligent treatment of the Editor." — Solicitor*' Journal* 

" The notes are full, but anything rather than tedious reading, and the law contained in them is good, 
and verified by reported cases. ... A distinct feature of the work is Its copious, index, practically a 
summary of the marginal headings of the various paragraphs in the body of the text. This book is worthy 
of all success." — Law Magazine. . ■ 



In &Vo, price iv>> cloth. 



THE LAW OF NEGLIGENCE. 

SECOND EDITION. 

By Robert Campbell, of .Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law, and Advocate 

of the Scotch Bar. ' 



11 No less an authority than the late Mr. Justice 
Willes, in his judgment in Ojfenheim v. White 
Lion Hotel Co., characterise^ Mr. Qarapfceir's 
* Law of Negligence ' as a* 'very good book;' rffld 
since very good books are by no means plentiful, 
when compared with the numbers of indifferent 
ones which annually issue from the press, we think 
the profession will beihanfcrul to the author of this 



new edition brought down to date. It is indeed an 
able and scholarly treatise on a somewhat difficult 
branch 0/ law. an the • treatment of which the 
author's- knowledge of 'Roman and Scotch Juris- 
prudence has stoqd him in good fctead. We con- 
fidently recommend it alike to the student and the 
practitioner." — Law Magazine* 



In royal 8vo, price 2o\$-., cloth,. 

AR 4WEX TO /FEN THOUSAND PJHG&DENTS- 

.';IIf CONVEYANCING/ and to common' and commercial 

' FORMS. Arranged in Alphabetical order with Sitbdi visions of' an Analytical 
Nature ; together with an Appendix containing an Abstract of the Stamp Act, 1870, 
with a Schedule of Duties ; the Regulations relative to, and the Stamp Duties pay- 
able on, Probates of Wills, Letters of Administration, Lerjacies, and Successions. 
By Walter Arthur Copinger, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 

BIBLIOTHECA LEGUM. 
In rzmo (nearly 400 pages), price 2s. t cloth, 

A CATALOGUE OF LAW BOOKS, i**** a u the Reports 

in the various Courts of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; with a Supplement to 
December, 1882. By Henry G. Stevens and Robert W. Haynes, Law 
Publishers. 
■ ■•■» ... I. ■ 1 ■■ . 1 , . ... 

In small 4to, price 2s. , cloth, beautifully printed, with a large margin, for the 

special use of Librarians, 

CATALOGUE OF THE REPORTS IN THE 

VARIOUS COURTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND, arranged both in alpha- 

BETICAL 6- CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER. By STEVENS & Haynes, 
XflW Publishers. 
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Just published, in 8vo, price I2j., cloth, 

CHAPTERS ON THE 

LAW RELATING TO THE COLONIES. 

To which is appended a Topical Index of Cases decided in the Privy Council 
on Appeal from the Colonies, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, reported 
in Acton, Knapp, Moore, the Law Journal Reports, and the Law Reports, to 
July, 1882. 

By CHARLES JAMES TARRING, 

OP THE INNER TEMPLE, ESQ., BARRI8TER-AT-LAW. 

CONTENTS. 



Table of Cases Cited. 

Table of Statutes Cited. 

Introductory. — Definition of a Colony. 

Chapter I. — The laws to which the Colonies are 

subject. 
Chapter II,— The Executive. 

Section x.— The Governor. 

Section a.— The Executive Council. 
Chapter III. — The Legislative power. 

Section x.— Crown Colonies. 

Section a. — Privileges and powers of 
colonial Legislative Assemblies. 
Chapter IV.— The Judiciary and Bar. 



Chapter V.— Appeals from the Colonies. 

Chapter VI.— Section 1.— Imperial Statutes relating 

to Che Colonies in general 
Section a. —Imperial Statutes relating 

to particular Colonies. 

Topical Index op Cases. 

Index op Topics op English Law dealt with 

in the Cases. 
Index ok Names op Cases. 

GENERAL INDEX. 



In 8vo, price ior. cloth, 

THE TAXATION OF COSTS IN THE GROWN OFFICE. 

COMPRISING A COLLECTION OF 

BILLS OF COSTS IN THE VARIOUS MATTERS TAXABLE IN THAT OFFICE; 

INCLUDING 

COSTS UPON THE PROSECUTION OF FRAUDULENT BANKRUPTS, 
AND ON APPEALS FROM INFERIOR COURTS ; 

TOGETHER WITH 

A TABLE OF COURT FEES. 

AND A SCALE OF COSTS USUALLY ALLOWED TO SOLICITORS. ON THE TAXATION 
OF COSTS ON THE CROWN SIDE OF THE QUEEN'S BENCH DIVISION 

OF THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE. 

By FREDK. H. SHORT, 

CHIEF CLERK IN THE CROWN OFFICE. 

" This is decidedly a useful work on the subject of those costs which are liable to be taxed before the 
Queen's Coroner and Attorney (for which latter name that of ' Solicitor ' might now well be substituted), or 
before the master of the Crown Office ; in fact, such a book is almost indispensable when preparing costs 
for taxation in the Crown Office, or when taxing an opponent's costs. Country solicitors will find the scale 
relating to bankruptcy prosecutions of especial use, as such costs are taxed in the Crown Office. The 'general 
observations ' constitute a useful feature in this manual." — Law Times. 

' ' This book contains a collection of bills of costs in the various matters taxable in the Crown Office. When 
we point out that the only scale of costs available for the use of the general body of solicitors is that pub- 
lished in Mr. Corner's book on ' Crown Practice ' in 1844, we have said quite enough to prove the utility of 
the work before us. 

"In them Mr. Short deals with ' Perusals,' 'Copies for Use/ 'Affidavits.' 'Agency,* * Correspondence,* 
' Close Copies/ * Counsel,' ' Affidavit of Increase/ and kindred matters ; ana adds some useful remarks on 
taxation of 'Costs in Bankruptcy Prosecutions/ 'Quo Warranto? ' Mandamus? 'Indictments/ and 
1 Rules.* 

" We have rarely seen a work of this character better executed, and we feel sure that it will be thoroughly 
appreciated." — Law Journal. 

"The recent revision of the old scale of costs in the Crown Office renders the appearance of this work 
particularly opportune, and it cannot fail to be welcomed by practitioners. Mr. Short gives, in the first 
place, a scale of costs usually allowed to solicitors on the taxation of costs in the Crown Office, and then 
bills of costs in various matters. These are well arranged and clearly printed."— Solicitors* Journal* 
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In one volume, 8vo, price &s. 6d., cloth. 
A COMPLETE TREATISE UPON THE 

NEW LAW OF WLMTS, BRSUffiS, t TRADE MAMS, 

CONSISTING OT THE PATENTS, DBSIGNS, AND TK^DB MARKS ACH 
ictej, WITH THE RULES AND FORMS, FULLY i««tGTATED - 

WITH CASES, &c. 
And a Statement of the Principles of the Law upon those subjects, with a Time Table 

and Copius Index. 

By EDWARD MORTON DANIEL, 

OF LINCOLN'S INN, BARRiSTSB-ATrLAW, ASSOQIAjTE OF the institute of patent agents. 

-- - .._■■ ■-.._- _- l - ■ . - _ . - — - ■-,.,, , m 

In 8vo, price 8j., cloth, 

The TRADE MARKS REGISTRATION ACT, 1875, 

And the Rules thereunder ; THE MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, 1862, with an 
Introduction containing a SUMMARY OF THE LAW OF TRADEMARKS, 
together with practical Notes and Instructions, and a copious Index. By 
Edward Morton Daniel, of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law. 

" The last of the works on this subject, that by Mr. Daniel, appears to have been very carefully done. 
Mr. Darnel's book is a satisfactory and useful guide." — The Engineer. 

"This treatise contains, within moderate compass, the whole of the lav, as fa* as practically required, 
on the subject of trade marks. The publication is opportune, the subject being one which must nearly 
concern a considerable portion of the public, and it may be recommended to all who desire to take advan- 
tage of the protection afforded by registration under the new legislation. It is practical, and seems to be 
complete in every respect. The volume is well printed and neatly got up."— -JLav$ Times. 

In one volume, 8vo, price i6j., cloth, 
A CONCISE TREATISE ON THE 

STATUTE LAW OF THE LIMITATIONS OF KfflQK. 

With an Appendix of Statutes, Copious References to English, Irish, and American Cases, 

and to the French Code, and a Copious Index. 

By HENRY THOMAS BANNING, M.A., 

OF THE INNER TEMPLE, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 

"Mr. Banning's 'Concise Treatise' justifies its title. He brings into a convenient compass a general 
view of the law as to die limitation of actions as it exists under numerous statutes, and a digest of the 
principal reported cases relating to the subject which have arisen in the English and American courts." — 
Saturday Review. 

" Mr. Banning has adhered to the plan ofprinttng the Acts in an appendix, and making his book a 
running treatise on the case-law thereon. Tne cases have evidently been investigated with care and 
digested with clearness and intellectuality/' — Law Journal. 

In 8vo, price. 1 j 1 ., sewed, 
AN ESSAY ON THE 

ABOLITION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

Embracing more particularly an Enunciation and Analysis of the Principles of Law as 

applicable to Criminals of the Highest Degree of Guilt. 

By WALTER ARTHUR COPINGER, 

OF THE MIDDLE TEMPLE, ESQ., BARRISTER-AT-LAW J 

In 8vo, price 31*. 6d. t cloth, 

THE INDIAN CONTRACT ACT, No. IX., of 1872. 

TOGETHER 

WITH AN INTRODUCTION AND EXPLANATORY NOTES, TABLE OF 

CONTENTS, APPENDIX, AND INDEX. 

By H. S. CUNNINGHAM and H. H. SHEPHERD, 

BARRISTERS-AT-LAW. 
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SacooA Edition, is 8vo, price 8j„ cktfhy 

THE PARTITION ACTS, 1868 & 1876, 

A MANUAL OF THE LAW OF PARTITION AND OF SALE 

IN LIEU OF PARTITION. 

WltH th* Pe|W«(KJas4s, a»d an Aftpremdix cDftiiningf Judgments and Oflicm 

.Br WL GREGORY WALKED, 

of Lincoln's inn, barrister-at-law, b.a., author of " a compendium of the law of executors 

and administrators." 

work is supplemented by a very useful selection of 
precedents of pleadings and orders." — Law Journal. 
"This is a very painstaking and praiseworthy 
little treatise. That such a work has now been 
published needs, in fact, only to be announced ; 
for, meeting- as it does an undoubted requirement, 
it is sure to secure a place in the library of every 
equity practitioner. . . . We are gratified to be 
able to add our assurance that the practitioner will 
find that his confidence has not been misplaced, and 
that Mr. Walker's manual, compact and inexpen- 
sive as it is, is equally exhaustive and valuable." — 
Irish Lam* Times. 



"This is a very good manual — practical, clearly 
written, and complete-. Tne subject lends itself 
well to the mode of treatment adopted by Mr. 
Walker, and in his notes to the various sections he 
has carefully brought together the cases and dis- 
cussed 4necaiBeuklesari6»g>upoiT the language of 
the different provisions."— Solicitors' Journal. 

"The main body of the work is concerned only 
with the so-called Partition Acts, which are really 
Acts enabling the Court in certain cases to sub- 
stitute a sale for a partition. What these cases are 
is very well summed up or set out in the present 
edition of this book, which is well up to date. The 
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Ift.8vo, price 21 j., cloth, 
A TREATISE ON THE 

LAW AND PRACTICE RELATING TO INFANTS. 

By ARCHIBALD H. SIMPSON, M.A., 

of Lincoln's inn, esq., »arristrr-at-law, and fellow of Christ's college, Cambridge. 

able to test it, the- work omits no point of any im- 
portance, from the earliest cases to the last. In 
the essential qualities of clearness, completeness, 
and orderly arrangement it leaves nothing to be 
desired. 

" Lawyers in doubt on any point of law or prac- 
tice will find the information they require, if it can 
be found at all, in Mr. Simpson's book, and a 
writer of whom this can be said may congratulate 
himself on having achieved a considerable success." 
~-Law Magazine, February, 1876. 

"The reputation of 'Simpson on Infants' is 
now too perfectly- established to 'need any enco- 
miums on our part : and we can only say that, as 
the result of our own experience, we have invariably 
found this work an exhaustive and trustworthy 
repertory of information on every question con- 
nected with the law and practice relating to its 
subject."— Irish Lain Times, July 7, 1877. 



" Mr. Simpson's book comprises the whole of due 
law relating to infants, both as regards their per- 
sons and their property, and we have not observed 
any very important omissions. The author has 
evidently expended much trouble and care upon 
his work, and has brought together, in a concise 
and convenient form, the law upon the subject down 
to the present time." — Solicitors' Journal. 

" Its law is unimpeachable. We have detected 
no errors, and whilst the work might have been 
done more scientifically, k is, beyond all question, 
a compendium of sound legal principles. ' — Law 
Times. 

" Mr. Simpson has arranged the whole of the Law 
relating to Infants with much fulness of detail, and 
yet in comparatively little space. The result is 
due mainly to the businesslike condensation of his 
style. Fulness, however, has by no means been 
sacrificed to brevity, and, so far as we have been 



In 8vo, price S&, cloth, 
THE LAW CONCERNING THE 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 

IN ENGLAND AND WALES, AND AT SEA. 

Being the whole Statute Law upon the subject ; together with a list of Registration Fees 
and Charges. Edited, with Copious Explanatory Notes and References, and an 
Elaborate Index, by Arthur John Flaxman, of the Middle Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law. 

tration of Births and Deaths ' will admit that our 
laudatory criticism is thoroughly merited." — Law 
Journal. 

" Mr. Arthur John Flaxman, barrister-aMaw, of 
the Middle Temple, has published a small work on 
'The Law concerning tne Registration of Births 
xnd Deaths in England and Wales, and at Sea.' 
Mr. Flaxman has pursued the only possible plan, 
giving the statutes and references to cases. The 
remarkable feature is the index, which fills no less 
than 35 out of a total of xza pages. The index 
alone would be extremely useful, and is worth the 
money asked for the work."—* Law Times. 



" Mr. Flaxman' s unpretentious but admi- 
rable tittle book makes the duties of all parties 
under the Act abundantly clear. . . . Lawyers 
will find tke book net only handy, but also instruc- 
tive and suggestive. To regis tra rs, and all persons 
engaged in the execution of the law, the book will 
be invaluable. The index occupies thirty-five pages, 
and is so full that infonnationon a minute point can 
be obtained without trouble. It is an index that 
must have cost the author much thought and time. 
The statements oj what is to be done, who may do 
it, and what must not be done, are so clear that it 
is well-nigh impossible for any one who consults 
the book to err. Those who use Flaxman's ' Regis- 
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Second Edition, in Svo, price i&r., cloth, 

A TREATISE UPON 

THE LAW OF EXTRADITION, 

WITH THE 

CONVENTIONS UPON THE SUBJECT EXISTING BETWEEN 

ENGLAND AND FOREIGN NATIONS, 

AND THE CASES DECIDED THEREON. 

By EDWARD CLARKE, 

OF LINCOLN'S INN, Q.C. 



" Mr. Clarke's accurate and sensible book is the best authority to which the English 
reader caa turn*ipon the subject of Extradition." — Saturday Review. 

" The opinion we expressed of the merits of this work when it first appeared has been 
fully justified by the reputation it has gained. This new edition, embodying and ex- 
plaining the recent legislation on extradition, is likely to sustain that reputation. . . . 
There are other points we had marked for comment, but we must content ourselves with 
heartily commending this new edition to the attention of the profession. It is seldom we 
come across a book possessing so much interest to the general reader and at the same 
time furnishing so useful a guide to the lawyer." — Solicitors' Journal. 

" The appearance of a second edition of this treatise does not surprise us. It is a 
useful book, well arranged and well written. A student who wants to learn the principles 
and practice of the law of extradition will be greatly helped by Mr. Clarke. Lawyers 
who have extradition business will find this volume an excellent book of reference. 
Magistrates who have to administer the extradition law will be greatly assisted by a 
careful perusal of 'Clarke upon Extradition.' This maybe called a warm commenda- 
tion, but those who have read the book will not say it is unmerited. We have so often 
to expose the false pretenders to legal authorship that it is a pleasure to meet with a 
volume that is the useful and unpretending result of honest work. Besides the Appendix, 
which contains the extradition conventions of this country since 1843, we have eight 
chapters. The first is ' Upon the Duty of Extradition ; ' the second on the ' Early 
Treaties and Cases ; ' the others on the law in the United States, Canada, England, and 
France, and the practice in those countries." — Law Journal. 

" One of the most interesting and valuable contributions to legal literature which it 
has been our province to notice for a long time, is ' Clarke's Treatise on the Law of 

Extradition.' Mr. Clarke's work comprises chapters upon the Duty of 

Extradition ; Early Treaties and Cases ; History of the Law in the United States, in 
Canada, in England, in France, &c, with an Appendix containing the Conventions 
existing between England and Foreign Nations, and the cases decided thereon . . . 
The work is ably prepared throughout, and should form a part of the library of every 
lawyer interested in great Constitutional or International Questions." — Albany Law 
Journal. 

The Times of September 7, 1874, in a long article upon " Extradition Treaties," 
makes considerable use of this work, and writes of it as " Air. Ctar&e's useful Work on 
Extradition." 



In 8vo, 1876, price 8j., cloth, 

THE PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE IN APPEALS 

FROM INDIA TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 

By E. B. MICHELL and R. B. MICHELL, 

BARRISTERS-AT-LAW. 

" A useful manual arranging the practice in convenient order, and giving the rules in force in several 
c ourts. It will be a decided acquisition to those engaged in Appeals from India." — Law Times. 
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PEACTICE OF CONVEYANCING. 



In 8vo, price 2s, 6d. t cloth, 

TABLES OF STAMP DUTIES 

FROM 1815 TO THE PRESENT TIME. 
By WALTER ARTHUR COPINGER, 

OP TUB MIDDLE TEMPLE, ESQUIRE, BARRISTBR-AT-LAW I AUTHOR OP " THE 

LAW OF COPYRIGHT IN WORKS OF LITERATURE AND ART," " INDEX 

TO PRECEDENTS IN CONVEYANCING," " TITLE DEEDS," &C. 



"Conveyancers owe Mr. Copinger a debt of 
gratitude for his valuable Index to Precedents in 
Conveyancing : and we think the little book now 
before us will add to their obligations. Mr. Copinger 
gives, first of all, an abstract of the Stamp Act, 
1870, with the special regulations affecting con- 
veyances, mortgages, and settlements in full. He 
then presents in a tabular form the ad valorem 
stamp duties on conveyances, mortgages, and 
settlements, payable in England from the 1st of 
September, 1815, to the xoth of October, 1850, and 
then tables of ad valorem duties payable on the 
three classes of instruments since the last-mentioned 
date, and at the present time : arranged very clearly 
in columns. We cannot pretend to have checked 



the figures, but those we have looked at are correct : 
and we think this little book ought to find its way 
into a good many chambers and offices." — Soli- 
citors' Journal. 

"This book, or at least one containing the same 
amount of valuable and well-arranged information, 
should find a place in every Solicitor's office. It is 
of especial value when examining the abstract of a 
large number of old title deeds." — Law Times. 

<7 His Tables of Stamp Duties,/rom 18x5 to 1878, 
have already been tested in Chambers, and being 
now published, will materially lighten the labours 
of the profession in a tedious department, yet one re- 
quiring great care." — Law Magazine and Review. 



In one volume, 8vo, price 14s., cloth, 

TITLE DEEDS: 

THEIR CUSTODY, INSPECTION, AND PRODUCTION, AT LAW, IN 
EQUITY, AND IN MATTERS OF CONVEYANCING, 

Including Covenants for the Production of Deeds and Attested Copies ; with an Appendix 
of Precedents, the Vendor and Purchaser Act, 1874, &c, &c, &c. By Walter 
Arthur Copinger, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law ; Author of " The 
Law of Copyright " and " Index to Precedents in Conveyancing." 



"In dealing with 'documentary evidence at 
law and in equity and in matters of conveyancing, 
including covenants for the production of deeds 
and attested copies/ Mr. Copinger has shown 
discrimination, for it is a branch of the general 
subject of evidence which is very susceptible of 
independent treatment. We are glad, therefore, 
to be able to approve both of the design and the 
manner in which it has been executed. 

" The literary execution of the work is good 
enough to invite quotation, but the volume is not 



large and we content ourselves with recommend- 
ing it to the profession." — Law Times. 

" A really good treatise on this subject must be 
essential to the lawyer : and this is what we have 
here. Mr. Copinger has supplied a much-felt want, 
by the compilation of this volume. We have not 
space to go into the details of the book ; it appears 
well arranged, clearly written, and fully elaborated. 
With these few remarks we recommend this volume 
to our readers." — Law Journal. 



In 8vo, Second Edition, considerably enlarged, price 30J., cloth 

THE LAW OF COPYRIGHT 

In Works of Literature and Art; including that of the Drama, Music, Engraving, 
Sculpture, Painting, Photography, and Ornamental and Useful Designs ; together 
with International and Foreign Copyright, with the Statutes Relating thereto, and 
References to the English and American Decisions. By Walter Arthur 
Copinger, of the Middle Temple; Barrister-at-Law. 

profession whose business is concerned with copy- 
right ; and deservedly, for the book is one of con- 
siderable value." — Solicitors' Journal. 

" Meanwhile we recommend Mr. Copinger's 
volume as a clear and convenient work of reference 
on the many knotty points connected with the 
existing Law of Copyright, national and inter- 
national."— Notes and Queries. 



"Mr. Copinger's book is very comprehensive, 
dealing with every branch of his subject, and even 
extending to copyright in foreign countries. So far 
as we have examined, we have found all the recent 
authorities noted up with scrupulous care, and 
there is an unusually good index. There are 
merits which will, doubtless, lead to the placing of 
this edition on the shelves of the members of the 
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Second Edition, in One large Volume, 8vo, price Jf2s., cloth, 

A MAGISTERIAL AM) POLICE GD1DE: 

i 

ft 

BEING THE STATUTE LAW, 

INCLUDING THE SESSION 43 VICT. 1880. 

WITH NOTE8 AND REFERENCES TO TUB DECIDED CASES, 

RELATING TO THE 

PROCEDURE, JURISDICTION, and DUTIES of MAGISTRATES 

AND POLICE AUTHORITIES, 

IN THE METROPOLIS AND IN THE COUNTRY. 



With an Introduction showing the General Procedure before Magistrates 
both in Indictable and Summary Matters, as altered by the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1879, together with the Rules under the said Act. 

By HENRY C GREENWOOD, 

STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE FOR THE DISTRICT OP THE STAFFORDSHIRE VOTTBUBfi ; AND 

TEMPLE C. MARTIN, 

CHIEF CLERK OF THE LAMBETH POLICE COURT 
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A second edition %sm appeared of Messrs. Greenwood and Maitin's valuable and 
comprehensive magisterial and police Guide, a book which Justices of the peace should take 
care to include in their Libraries." — Saturday Review. 

" Hence it is that we rarely light upon a work whioa com mauds our confidence, not merely 
by its research, but also by its grasp of the subject of which it treats. The volume before us 
is one of the happy few of this latter class, and it is on this account that the public favour will 
certainly wait upon it We are moreover convinced that no effort has been spared by its 
authors, to render it a thoroughly efficient and trustworthy guide. "—Law Journal. 

"Magistrates will find a valuable handbook in Messrs. Greenwood and Martin's 
'Magisterial and Police Guide,' of which a fresh Edition has just been published." — The 
Times. 

" A very valuable introduction .treating'of proceedings before Magistrates, and largely of the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, is in itself a treatise which will repay perusal. We expressed our 
high opinion of the Guide when it first appeared, and the favourable impression then produced 
is increased by our examination of this Second Edition." — Law Times. 

" For the form of the work we have nothing but commendation. We may say we have 
here our ideal law book. It may be said to omit nothing which it ought to contain. " — 
Law Times. 

' ' This handsome volume aims at presenting a comprehensive magisterial handbook 
for the whole of England. The mode of arrangement seems to us excellent, and is well 
carried out." — Solicitors' Journal. 

" The Magisterial and Police Guide, by Mr. Henry Greenwood and Mr. Temple 
Martin, is a model work ia its conciseness, and, so far as we have been able to test it, 
in completeness and accuracy. // ought to be in the hands of all who, as magistrates or 
otherwise, have authority in matters of police." — Daily News. 

" This work is eminently practical, and supplies a reed want. It plainly and cottti set? 
states the law on all points upon which Magistrates art called upon to adjudicate, syste- 
matically arranged, so as to be easy of reference. It ought to find a place on every Justice *s 
table, and we cannot but think that its usefulness will speedily ensttrc for it as large a sale 
as its merits deserve." — Midland Counties Herald. 

" The exceedingly arduous task of collecting together all the enactments on the subject 
has been ably and efficiently performed, and the arrangement is so methodical and precise 
that one is able to lay a finger on a Section of an Act almost in a moment. It is wonderful 
what a mass of information is comprised in so comparatively small a space. We have much 
pleasure in recommending the volume not only to our professional, but also to our 
general readers ; nothing can be more useful to the public than an acquaintance with the 
outlines of magisterial jurisdiction and procedure." — Shejfuld Post. 
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Now published/ ingrown &v<?, jrice 4s. t cloth, 

A HANDBOOK ofr THE 

LAW OF PARLIAMENTARY REGISTRATION, 

WITH AN APPENDIX OF STATUTES AND FULL INDEX. 

By J. R. S&AGER, Registration Agent. 



In 8vo, price $s. , cloth, post free, 

THE LAW OF 

PROMOTERS (Iff PUBLIC COMPANIES. 

BY NEWMAN WATTS, 

of Lincoln's ink, barrister-at-law. 



" Some reoent cases in our law courts, which at 
the time attracted much public notice, have demon- 
strated the want of some clear and concise exposi- 
tion of the powers and liabilities of- promoters, and 
this task has been ably performed by Mr. Newman 
Watts." — Investor's Guardian. 



"Mr. Watts has brought together 411 the lead- 
ing decisions relating to pronadtexs and diiaeton, 
and has arranged the information in a yeqy satisfac- 
tory manner, so as to readily show the rights .af 
different parties and the stops which can be legally 
taken by promoters to further ialemta of new com- 
panies.' — Daily Chronicle. 



In Que Vol*, 8vo, price I2J., cloth, 

A COMPENDIUM OF ROMAN LAW, 

jFounliei on tije Jnstttutes of Susttmatt; 

TOGETHER WITH 

EXAMINATION QUESTIONS 

SET IN THE UNIVERSITY AND BAR EXAMINATIONS 

(WITH SOLUTIONS), 

AND DEFINITIONS OF LEADING TERMS IN THE WORDS 

OF THE PRUNCTPAL AUTHORITIES. 



Of the Inner Temple, M.A., late Scholar 
College, Cambridge; Author of "An 
Philosophy of Positive Law." 

" Mr. Campbell, in producing a compendium of 
the Roman law, has gone to the best English works 
already existing on the subject, and has made ex- 
cellent use of the materials found in them. The 
volume is especially intended for the use of students 



By GORDON CAMPBELL, 

of Exeter College, Oxford; M.A. Trinity 
Analysis of Austin's Jurisprudence, or the 



who have to pass an examination in Roman law, 
and its arrangement with a view to this end appears 
very good. The existence of CBMt'books such as 
this should do much to prevent the evil system of 
cramming." — Saturday Review. 



In 8vo, price 7j. 6</., cloth, 

TITLES TO MINES IN THE UNITED STATES, 

WITH THE 

STATUTES AND REFERENCES TO THE DECISIONS 
OF THE COURTS RELATING THERETO. 

By W« A. HARRIS, B.A., Oxon., 

of Lincoln's inn, barristbr-at-law ; and of the America* bar. 
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